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BOOK VI. 



The contents. 

Intrigues at the Porte. The Kam ofTARtAiir 
and the Baiha of Bekder endeavour to force 
Charles to depart. He defends himfelf wit^u 
forty domeftics againft the whole army. He 
is taken, and treated as a prifoner.' 

THE fortune of the king of Sweden, novr 
fo different from what it had formerly 
been, harraflcd him even in the moft tri- 
fling circumftances. On his return, he found his 
little camp at Bender, and all his apartment over« 
flowed by the waters of the Neifter. He retired 
to the diftance of a few miles, near the village of 
Varnitza ; and, as if he had had a fecrct foreboding 
^f what was to befall him, he there built a hrge 
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2 TheHISTORY 

honfe of (lone, capable, on occafion, to fuftaln an 
airaiilt for a few hours. He even furnifhed it in 
a magniticent manner, contrary to his ufual cuf- 
tom, in order the more efFe^ually to attrad the 
refpeft of the Turks. 

He likewife built two other houfes, one for his 
chancery, and the other for his favourite Gro- 
thufen, who kept a table at the king's expence, 
"While Charles was thus employed in building near 
Bender, as if he had been always to remain in 
Turky, BaltagiMehemet, dreading more than ever 
the intrigues and complaints of this prince at the 
Porte, had fent the refident of the emperor of 
Germany into Vienna to demand a free paifagc 
for the king of Sweden through the hereditary 

ir.ifc from the imperial regency, importing that 
tluy would pay Charles XII. all due honours, and 
C04idu£l him iafely into Pomcrania. 

Application was made to the regency of Vi- 
enna, bocaufe Charles, the emperor of Germany, 
who had fucceeded Jofeph, was then in Spain 
difpuiing the crown of that kingdom with Philip 
V. While the German envoy was executing this 
commidion at Vienna, the grand vizcr fcnt three 
baflias to acquaint the king of Sweden, that he 
inuft quit the TurkiOi dominions. 

The king, being prcvioufly apprized of the or- 
ders with which they were charged, caufcd inti- 
iiuiion t«> he given them, that if they prefume^ 
!<> n.akc him any propofah contrary to his honour, 
or to the rtTpcCt that was due to his chara«5lcr, he 
w\niKi foithwiih have them all llrung up on a 
gallows. The baOn of Thelfalonica, who de- 
livered the merfisc, di'guifcd the harlhnefe of the 

con- 
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^omnuffion, under the mod refpedful terms. 
Charles put an ^nd to the audience, without 
de%iung to give them an anfwer. His chan- 
cellor, Mullern, who Aaid with the three baihas, 
briefly explained to them his maOer's refufal, 
which indeed they had fufiiciently underflood by 
his profound filence. 

The grand vizier was not to be diverted from 
his purpofe ; he ordered Ifmael Bafha, the new 
leralquier of Bender, to threaten the king withr 
the fuhan's indignation, if he did not immedi- 
ately come to a refolution. This ferafquier was 
a man of a mild temper and engaging addrefs, 
which had gained him the good will of Charles, 
and the friendiliip of all the Swedes. The king 
entered into a conference with him ; but it was 
only to tell him, that he would not <lepart till 
Achmet had granted him two favours ; the punifh- 
tnent of his grand vizier, and an hundred thou- 
fand men to condu£i him back to Poland. 

Baltagi Mehemet was ftnfible that Charles re«- 
mained in Turky only to ruin him. He there- 
fore took rare to place guards in all the roads 
from Bender to Conftantinople, to intercept the 
king's letters. He did more ; he retrenched his 
•* Thaim," that is to fay, the provifion which the 
Porte allows thofe princes to whom (he grants an 
afylum. That of the king of Sweden was im- 
menfe, confifting of five hundred crowns a-day 
in money, and a profufion of every thing necef- 
fary to maintain a court in fplendor and af« 
fiuence. 

As foon as the king was informed that the vi- 
zier had prefumed to retrench his allowance, he 
turned to the fteward of his houlliold and laid, 
B z ** Hi- 
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" Hitherto you have only had two tables, I com- 
mand you to have four for the future.'* 

The officers of Charles XIT. had been iifed to 
find nothing impoffible which their mafter or- 
dered ; at prefent, however, they hati neither 
money nor provifions. They were forced to 
borrow at twenty, thirty, and forty per cent, of 
the officers, domelHcks, and janiflaries, who were 
grown rich by the king's profufion. * M. Fabri- 
cius, the envoy of HolOein, Jeffreys, the Engliih 
ininiiler, and their fecretaries and friends, gave 
all that they had. The king, with his ufual ftate- 
linefs, ^nd without any concern about the morrow^ 
lived on thefc prefents, which could not have fuf- 
iiced him long. It was necelTary to elude the 
vigilance of the guards, and to fend privately to 
Conflantinople to borrow money of the European 
nierchants. But every body refufed to lend a 
king who feemed to have put himfelf out of a 
condition of ever being able to repay them. One 
Engllfh merchant alone, called Cook, ventured to 
lend him about forty thoufand crowns, content 
to lofe that fum if the king of Sweden fhould 
happen to die. This money was brought to the 
king's little camp, jud as they began to be in 
want of every thing, and even to give over all 
hopes of any farther relief. 

Duiing this irtterval, M. Poniatowfky wrote, 
even from the camp of the grand vizier, an ac- 
count of the campaign at Pruth, in which he ac- 
cufed Baltagi Mehemet of perfidy and cowardice. 
An old janilfary, provoked at the vizier's weak- 
nefs, and gained moreover by Poniatowlky's 
liberality, undertook the delivery of the letter ; 
and having obtained leave, prefented it with his 
oMii hand to the fultaa, 

A few 
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A few days after, Poniatowiky left the camp, 
and repaired to the Porte to form cabals, as 
ufual, againft the grand vizier. 

Every thing favoured his projed. The czar, 
being now at liberty, was in no hade to perform 
his engagements. The keys of Azoph were not 
yet come : the grand vizier was anfwerable for 
them, and judly dreading the indignation of his 
mailer, durft not venture to appear in his pre- 
fence. 

At that time the feraglio was filled more than 
ever with intrigues and fadions. Thefe cabals, 
which prevail in all courts, and which in ours 
commonly end in the difmiffion, or, at mod, ia 
the banifhment of the miniOer, never fail at Con- 
fiantinople to occasion the lofs of more than one 
head. The prefent plot proved fatal to the old 
vizier Chourlouli, and to Ofman, the lieutenant 
of Baltagi Mehemet, who had been the principal 
author of the peace of Pruth, and had afterwards 
obtaioed a confiderable pod at the Porte. Among 
Ofman^s treafures was found the Czarina's ring, 
and twenty thoufand pieces of gold, of Saxon and 
Ruffian coin ; a plain proof that money alone 
bad extricated the czar from his dangerous fitu- 
ation, and ruined the fortunes of Charles. The 
vizier Baltagi Mehemet was baniflied to the iile 
of Lemnos, where he died three years after. The 
fultan did not feize his efFeds, either at bis ba-> 
nifhment or his death. He was far from being 
rich ; and his poverty was a fufficient vindication 
of his charader. 

This grand vizier was fdcceeded by Jufluf, or 

Jofephy whofe fortune was as fingular as that of 

his predeceflbrs. Born on the frontiers of MuC- 

covy, and taken prifoner at fix years of age, with 

B 3 \ia 
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his family, he had beeh fold to a janiflary. He 
was long a fervant in the feraglio, and at lad be- 
came the fecond perfon in the empire where he 
had been a (lave ; but he was only the (hadow of 
a miniftcr. The young felidlar, AH Coumourgi, 
raifed him to that (lippery poft, in hopes of one 
day filling it himfclf; and Jufluf» his creature, 
had nothing to do but to fet the feals of the em- 
pire to whatever the favourite defired. From the 
very beginning of this vizier's rainiftry, the po- 
Ifticksofthe Ottoman court Teemed to undergo 
a' total alteration. The czar's plenipotentiaries^ 
who refided at Conftantinople, either as minifters 
OT hoftages, were treated with greater civility than 
ever. The grand vizier confirmed with them the 
peace of Pruth : but what mortified the king of 
Sweden more than all the reft was, to hear that 
the fecret alliance made with the czar at Coa- 
ilantinople, was brought about by the mediation 
of the Englifh and Dutch ambafTadors.. 

Conftantinople, from the time of Charles's re- 
treat to Bender, was become what Rome hath 
open been, the center of the negociations of 
Chrillendom. Count Defaleur?, the French am- 
balfador at the Porte, fupported the interefts of 
Charles and Staniflaus : the emperor of Ger- 
many's minifter oppofed them ; and the fadiooi 
of Sweden and Mufcovy clafhed, as ihofe of 
France and Spain have long done at the court of 
Rome. 

England and Holland Teemed to be neuter, 
but were not fo in reality. The new. trade 
which the czar had opened at Peterfburg at- 
tracted the attention of thefc two commercial 
nations. 

The 
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The Rngljfli and the Dutch will always fids 
with that prince who favours their trade the nioA * : 
there were many advantages to be derived from a 
connexion with the czar ; and therefore it is no 
wonder that the miniAers of England and Hol- 
land (hould ferve him privately at the Porte. One 
of the conditions of this new alliance was, that 
Charles Should be immediately obliged to quit 
the Turkiih dominions, whether it was that the 
czar hoped to feize him on the road, or that he 
thought hint le(s formidable in his own kingdom 
than in Turky, where he was always on the point 
of armiogtbe Ottoman troops agaioft the Rufliaa 
empire. 

Charles was perpetually folliciting the Porte to 
lend him back through Poland with a numerous 
army. The divan was re(blved to fend him back 
with a fimple guard of feven or eight thoufand 
mcD, not as a king whom they meant to aflifV, 
but as a gueft of whom they wanted to get rid* 
For this purpofe the fuitan Achmet,' wrote bim 
the following letter. 

** Mod powerful among the kings that adore 
Jefiis^ redreifer of wrongs and injuries in the ports 
and republicks of the Smith and North, iliiiiing 
in majedy, lover of honour and glory, and of ( ur 
fuhlime Porte, Charles,, king of Sweden, whofe 
cnterprizes may God crov/n with fiicccfs. 

♦* As foon as the moft illuftrious Achmet, for- 
merly Chiaoux Pachi, ihall have the honour to 

• Wc could wifli this obfenratioti was true ; but of the 
cootrary we are feeiingly convinced. The £n^!iih bavo 
BO commerce with Mofcovy, but fucb as is prejudicial to 
Uie uoe intercll of their country. 

B 4 d^- 
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deliver you thb letter, adorned with our impenaf 
feal, be perfuaded and convinced of the truth of 
our intentions therein contained, viz." that though 
we had propofed once more to march our ever- 
vidlorious army againft the czar; yet that prince, 
in order to avoid the jufl refentment which we had. 
conceived at his delaying to execute the treaty 
concluded on the banlts of the Pruth, and after- 
vrards renewed at our fublime Porte, having fur- 
rendered into our hands the caftle and city of 
Azopb, and endeavoured by the mediation of the. 
EngliQ) and Dutch ambafladors* our ancient aU 
lies, to ailfivate a hiding peace with us, we have 
granted his requefl, and delivered to his plenipo- 
tentiaries, who remain with us as hoflages, our 
imperial ratification, after having received his from 
their hands. 

" We have given to the moil honourable and 
valiant Delvet Gherai, kam of Budziack, Crim 
Tartary, Nagay, and CircalTia, and to our moit 
fage counfellor and noble ferafquier of Bender, 
Ifmacl, (whom God prefervc and increafc their 
magnificence and wifdom.) our inviolable and fa- 
Juiary orders for your return through Poland, ac- 
cording to your firfl intention, which hath again, 
been reprcfented to us in your name. You muf)*, 
therefore, prepare to fet out next winter under the 
protcdiion of providence, and with an honourable 
guard, in order to return to your own territories^, 
taking care to pafs through thofe of Poland in a 
friet.dly manner. 

'* Whatever is neceffary for your journey (hall 
be furniOted you by my fublime Porte, as well in 
money as in men, horfi^s, and waggons. Above 
all things, we advife and exhort you to give the 
mod d ftia^ and crprels orders to alt the Swedes^ 

and 
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and other peifons in your retinue, to comroit no 
outrage, nor to be guilty of any adtion that may 
tend either diredly or indiredly to break this 
peace and alliance. 

j^ By thefe means you will preferve our good- 
will, of which we (hall endeavour to give you as 
great and as frequent proofs as we ihall have op- 
portunities. The troops deligned to attend you 
ihall receive orders agreeable to our imperial 



Given at our fublime Porte of Conflantinople, 
the fourteenth of the moon Rebyul Eurech, 
12 14, which anfwers to the nineteenth of 
Aprils 171a. 

This letter did not deprive the king of Sweden 
of all hopes. He wrote to the fiiltan, that he 
fhould ever retain a grateful remembrance of the 
favours his highnefs had beftowed upon him ; 
but that he belfeved the fyhan was too juft to 
fend him back with the fimple guard of a flying 
camp into a country that ftill fwarmed with the 
czar*s troops. And indeed the emperor of Ruf- 
fia, notwithftanding the firft article of the treaty 
-of Pruth, by which he was obliged to withdraw 
all his troops from Poland, had fent frefli ones 
into that kingdom ; and it is fomewhat furprifing 
that the grand fignior fhould be ignorant of this 
particular. 

The bad policy of the Porte, in being fo much 
guided by the motives of vanity as to allow Chri-* 
ftian princes to have ambafladors at Conflanti* 
nople, without ever fending a fingle agent to any 
Chriftian court, gives the latter an opportunity 
of difcovering, and fometimes of direOing the 
B 5 moft 
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rooft Tecret refolutions of the fultan, and keeps 
the divan in a profound ignoranee of what pafles 
in the Chridian world. 

The fultan, fhut up- in his feragjio among his 
lyomen and eunuchs^ can only fee witb the eyes 
of bis grand irizier. That minifler, as inaccef- 
fible as his mafler, his time wholly engroiTed with- 
the intrigues of his feraglio, and having no fo- 
reign correfpondence, is commonly deceived him- 
felf, or elfe deceives the fultan, who depofes or 
caufcs hin^ to be ilrangled for the firfl offence, 
in order to chufe another minider as ignorant or 
as perfidious, who behaves like his predeceflbrs, 
•«ind foon fhares the fame fate. 

So great, for the mod part, is the inadivity 
and fupiiie negligence of this court, that were the 
Chriftian princes to combine againft it, their 
fleets might be at the Dardanelles, and their land 
forces at the gates of Adrianople, before the 
'Turks would think of taking any mcafures for 
their defence ; but their jarring interefts, that muft 
ever divide the Chriftian world, will preferve the 
Turks from a fate to which they feem at prefcnt 
expofcd, by their want of policy, and by their 
ignorance of the art of war, both by fea and 
land. 

So little was Achmet acquainted with what paP 
fed in Poland, that he font an aga to enquire whe- 
ther, in reality, the czar's troops were flill in that 
country. The aga was accompanied by two fe- 
cretaries of the king of Sweden, who underftood 
the Turkilh language, and were to fcrve as evi- 
dences againft him, in cafe he fliould give in a 
fdlfe report. 

The agi faw the Ruflian forces with his own 
rye?, and informed the fultan of every particular. 
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Achmet, fired with indignation, was going to 
ftrangle the grand vizier ; but the favourite, who 
proteded him, and v^ho thought he fliould have 
&rther occafion for him, obtained his pardon, and 
fupported him fome time longer in the miniftry. 

The caufe of the Ruflians was openly efpoufed 
hy the vizier, and fecretly favoured by AH Cou- 
mourgi, who had changed fides. But the fulraa 
was fo provoked, the infra6lion of the treaty was 
to manifefl, and the janifraries, who often make 
the miniders, the favourites, and even the fuhans 
tremble, called out for war with fo much im- 
portunity, that no one in the fcraglio durft offer 
a more moderate propofal. 

The grand feignior immediately committed to 
the Seven Towers the Ruflian ambafladors, who 
were already as much actuftomed to go to prifbn 
as to an audience. War was declared afrefh againft 
the czar, .the horfes tails were difplayed, and or- 
ders were given to all the bafhas to afTemble an 
army of two hundred ihoufand men. The fultaji 
himielf quitted. Conftantinople, and fixed his court 
at Adriahople, that he might be fo much the nearer 
10 the feat of the war. 

Mean while a folemn embafly, fent to {he 
grand feignior by Auguftus and the republic of 
Poland, was upon the road to Adrianople. The 
palatine of Maffovia was at the head of this em- 
bafly, with a retinue of above three hundred per- 
fons. 

All the members of the embafly were feized and 
imprifoned in one of the fuburbs of the city. Ne- 
ver was the king of Sweden's party more highly 
flattered than on this occafiofj ; and yet thefe 
great preparations were rendered abortive, and all 
their hopes were again difappointed. 
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. If we may .believe a public minifter, a man df 
fagacUy ^cl penetration, who then refided at 
Conftantinople, young Coumourgi had already 
formed other deftgns thaii that of difpUting a de- 
fert country with the czar; by awar» the event of 
which raufV have been fo uncertain. He had re- 
folved to flrip the Venetians of Peloponnefus^ 
now called the Morea> and to make himfelf mailer 
of Hungary. 

Thefe grand projefls he propofed to carry into* 
execution, as foon as he (hduld have attained the 
poft of prime vizier, from which he was ftill ex- 
cluded on account of his youth. In this view it 
was more for his advantage to be the ally than the 
enemy of the czar. It was neither his intereil 
nor his inclination to keep, the king of Sweden, 
any longer ; and much lefs to arm the Turkifli 
empire in his favour. He not only refolved to 
difmifs that prince, but he openly declared that* 
for the future, no Chrirtian minifler fhould be 
allowed to refide at Conflantinoplc ; that all the 
common ambalTador^ were, at bed, but honour- 
able fpics, who corrupttd or betrayed the viziers, 
and had too long influenced the intrigues of the 
feraglio ; and that the Franks fettled at Pefa and 
in the feaporis of the Levant, were merchants, 
who needed a conful only, and not an ambaffa- 
dor. The grand vizier, who owed his pofl and 
even his life to the favourite, and who befides 
l\ood greatly in awe of him, complied with his 
intentions with fo much the more alacrity, as he 
bad fold himfelf to the RufTians, and hoped by 
this* means to be revenged on the king of Swe- 
dtn, who had endeavoured to ruin him. The 
mufii, a creature of Ali Coumourgi, was likewifc 
an abfolute Have to his will, lie had been a keen 

advocate 



or C R A R LE S XIL rj 

advocate for a war with Ru(fia» when the favou- 
rite was of that, opinion ; but the moment Cou<* 
mourgi changed his mind, he pronounced it to 
be unjufl. Thus the army was hardly alfembled 
when they began to liilen to propofals of peace* 
The vice-chancellor, Shaffirof, and young Czerc- 
metof, the czar's homages and plenipotentiaries 
at the Porte, promifed, after feveral negociations* 
that their mailer fhould withdraw his troops from 
Poland. The grand vizier, who well knew that 
the czar would never execute this treaty, made 
00 fcruple to (ign it; and the fultan, fatisfied 
with havirrg, though only in appearance, impofed 
laws upon the Ruflians, continued dill at Adrian- 
ople. Thus, in lefs than fix months, peace was 
ratified with the czar, war declared, and peace re- 
newed again. 

The chief article of all thefe treaties was to 
oblige the king of Sweden to depart. The fultan 
was unwilling to endanger his own hon.our, and 
that of the Ottoman empire, by expofmg the king 
to the risk of being taken by his enemies on the 
road. , It was ftipulated that he (hould depart ; 
but only on condition that the ambaffadors of 
Poland and Mufcovy fhould be refponfible for the 
fafety of his perfon. Accordingly thefe ambaffa- 
dors fwore, in name of their mafters, that neither 
the czar nor the king of Poland (hould moleft him 
in his journey ; and Charles was to engage, on 
his fide, that he would not attempt to excite any 
commotions in Poland. The divan having thus 
fettled the fate of Charles, Ifmael, ferafquier of 
Bender, repaired to Vernitza, where the king was 
encamped, and acquainted him with the refolu- 
tioos of the Porte^ infinuating to him with great 

polite- 
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politenefsy that there was no time for afny Tongeir 
delay, but that he rauft* neccflarify depart. 

Charles, made na other anfwer than* thiSr that 
the grand feignior had promifed hkn an army» 
and not a guard ; and' that kings ought to keep 
their word. 

Mean while general Fleming, the roiniiter 
and favourite of Augufhis, maintained a fecret 
correfpondence with the4cam of Tartary and the 
ferafquier of Bender. La Mare, a French gentle- 
man, a colonel in the fervice of Saxony, had made 
feveral jotn-nies from Bender to Drefden ; and all 
thefe joumies were ftrongly fufpedted. 

At this very time, the king of Sweden canied a 
courier, whom Fleming had fent to the Tarta- 
rian prince, to be arretted on the froniiers of Wa- 
lachia. The letters were brought to him, and de- 
cyphered ; and from them it clearly appeared that 
a correfpondence was carried on between the Tar- 
tars and the court of Drefden ; but the letters 
were conceived in fuch ambiguous and general 
terms, that it was difficult to difcover, whether 
the intention of Auguflus was only to de^ch the 
Turks from the interefl of Sweden, or if he meant 
that the karo (hould deliver Charles to the Savons 
as he conducted him back to Poland. 

We can hardly imagine that a prince fo gene- 
rous as Auguftus, would, by feizing the pcrfon 
of the king of Sweden, endanger the lives of his 
ambaffadors, and of three hundred PoIiHi gentle- 
men, who were detained at Adrianople as pledges 
for Charles's fafety. 

But it is well known, on the other hand, that 
Fleming, the minifter of Auguilus, and who 
had an abfolute power over his maftcr, was a man 

devoid 
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devoid of every principle 6t virtue or honour. The, 
injuries which the eledor had received from the 
king of Sweden might ieem to excufe any kind of 
revengife ; and it might be thought, that, if the 
court of Direfden could buy Charles from the kao^ 
of Tartary/ they would find it no difficult matter' 
tb purchafe the liberty of the Foliih^ hoftages at 
the Ottonaan Forte. 

Thefe reifbns ^tre carefully, canvafled by the 
king, Mullern his privy chancellor, and Grothufen 
His favourite. They read the letters again and 
again- ; and their unhappy condition making them 
more fufpicious, they refoived to believe the 
word. 

A few days after the king was confirmed in his 

fufpicions by the fudden departure of count Sa« 

pieha, who had taken refuge with him, and now 

left him abruptly, in order to go to Foland to 

throw himfelf into the arms of Auguflus. Upon 

any oth^r occafion he would have confidered Sa- 

pieha only as a malecontent ; but in his prefent 

delicate fituation he at once concluded him to be 

a traitor. The repeated importunities with which 

he was prelTed to depart converted his fufpicions 

into certainty. The inflexible obflinacy of his 

temper co-operating with thefe circumflances, 

confirmed him in the opinion that they intended 

to betray him and deliver him up to his enemies, 

though this plot hath never been fully proved. 

V Perhaps he was miflaken in fiippofing that Au- 

guftus had made a bargain with the Tartars for 

his perfon ; but he was much more deceived in 

relying on the affiflance of the Ottoman court* 

Be that as it will, he refolved to gain time. 

He told the baiha of Bender, that he.could not 
depart till he had received money to difcharge his ' 
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debti ; for though bis thaim had for a long time, 
been duly paid, his unbounded liberalfty had- al- 
ways obliged him to borrow. The ba(ba ailed 
him how much he wanted ? The king replied, at a 
venture, a thoufand purfes, amounting to fifteen 
hundred thoufand livres, full weight. The baiha 
acquainted theTorte with hit requeft. The foltafl» 
inftead of a thoufand purfes which Charles had re- 
quiredy granted him twelve hundred, and wrote 
the balha the following tetter : 

The Grand Seignior's Letter to the Balha of 

BENDEa. 

** The defign of this imperial letter it to ac- 
quaint you, that upon your reprefentation and 
requefV, and upon that of the moft noble DeWet 
Gherai Kam, to our fublime Porte, our imperial 
munificence hath granted a thoufand purfes to 
the king of Sweden, which Ihall be fent to Bender 
under the care and condud of the mod illuftriouf 
Mehemet Bafha, formerly Chiaoux Pachi, to re- 
main in your cudody till the departure of the 
king of Sweden, whofc fteps may God dircd, and 
then to be given him, together with two hundred 
purfes more, as an overplus of our impeiial libe* 
rality, above what he demands. 

•• With regard to the route of Poland, which 
he if refolved to take, you arid the kam, who are 
to attend him, Ihall be careful to purfue fuch wife 
and prudent meafures, as may, during the whole 
journey, prevent the troops under your command, 
as well as thofe of the king of Sweden, from com- 
mitting any outrage, or being guilty of any aflion 
that may be deemed a violation of the peace which 
flill fiibfiili between our fublime Porte and the 

kingdom 
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kingdom and republic of Poland ; fo that the kin^ 
may pafs in a friendly manner under our protec- 
tion. 

«< By doing this, (which you muft eypreilly re- 
quire him to do) he will receive from the Poles all 
the honour and re(ped that is due to his majefty; 
as we have been aflured by the amt)a(radors of 
Auguflus and the republic, who, on this condi- 
tion, hare even offered themfelves, together with 
feveral others of the Polifli nobility, if required^ 
as hoflages for the fecurity of his paflage. 

*' When the time which you and the mod 
noble Delvet Gherai fliall 6x for the march„ 
is come, you (hall put yourfelf at the head of your 
brave foldiers, among whom (hall be the Tartars,, 
headed by the kam, and you Aall condud the 
king of Sweden and his men. 

*^ And may it pleafe the only God, the Al- 
mighty, to dired your fteps and theirs. The ba* 
Iba of Aolos (hall continue at Bender with a regi^ 
roent of Spahis and another of janiifaries, to de- 
fend it in your abfence. And in following our im- 
perial orders and intentions, in all thefe points and 
articles, you will delcrve the continuance of our im- 
perial favour, as well as the praife and rccompence 
due to all thofe who obierve them. 

'< Done at our imperial refidence of Confhm- 
tiuople,the ad of the moon Cheval, 1214. 
of the Hegi'ra." 

While they were waiting for this anfwer from 
the grand feignior, Charles wrote to the Portc„ 
complaining of the treachery of which be fufpec- 
ted the kam of Tartary to be guilty ; but all the 
paflages were well guarded, and befidesi the mi- 
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nifter was againf! him, (6 that his letters never 
reached the fliltan. Nay, the vizier would not 
allow M. Defaleurs to come to Adrianople, where 
tiie Porte then was* Ie(V that minifter, who was 
am agent of the king of Sweden, fhould endea- 
vour to difconcert the plan he had formed for 
obliging him to depart. 

Charles, enraged to fee himfelf thus hunted, as 
it were, from the grand feignior's dominions, re- 
folved not to quit them at all. 

He might have dcfired to return through Ger- 
many, or to take Ihipping on the Black Sea, in 
order to fail to Marfeilles by the Mediterranean, 
but he rather chofe to ask nothing, and to wait 
the event. 

When the twelve hundred purfes were arrived, 
his treafurer Grothufen, who, during his long 
aboHe in Turky, had learned the language of the 
country, went to wait upon the balha without an 
interpreter, hoping to draw the money from him» 
and afterwards to form (bme new intrigue at the 
Porte, foolKhly fuppofmg, as he always did, thafe 
the Swedifh party would at lad be able to arm the 
Ottoman empire againft the czar. 

Grothufen told the bafha, that the king could* 
not get ready his equipages without money : 
** But (faid the balha) we ihall defray all the ex- 
pences of your departure ; your mafter (hall 
be at no charge while he continues under my pro- 
tcAion." 

Grothu/en replied, that the difference between 
the equipages of the Turks and thofe of the 
Franks was fo great, that they were obliged to 
apply to the Swedifh and Poiiih artificers at Var- 
nitza. 

He 
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He affured him that his mailer was willing ta 
depart, and that this money would facilitate and 
haften his departure. The too credulous bafha 
gave the twelve hundred purfes, and a few 
days after. came to the king, and, in a mod re« 
i}>e£tf\il manner, begged to leceive his orders for 
bis departure. 

He was extremely furprlfed when the king told 
him he was not yet ready to go^ and that he 
wanted a thoufand purfes more. The bafha, con* 
founded at this anfwer, flood fpeechlefs for a mo- 
ment; then retiring to a window, he was obferved. 
to (bed fome tears. At lad, addrelfmg himfelf to 
the king ; '< I (hall lofe my head (fays he) for 
having obliged your majefty : I have given you 
the twelve hundred purfes againd the exprefs or- 
(Ters of my fovereign.** So faying, he took his 
leave with a dejeded countenance. 

The king, flopped him, and' faid that he would 
oiake an excufe for him to the fultan. '* Ah& 
(replied the Turk, as he was going away) my 
mader can punifh faults, but cannot excufe 
them.** 

Ifoiael Ba/ha carried this piece of news to the 
kam, who having received the fame orders with. 
the badia, not to fufFer the twelve hundred purfes 
to be given to the king before his departure, and 
having confented to the delivery of the money, 
was as apprehenfive as the bafha, of the grand 
feignior's indignation. They both wrote to the 
Porte in their own vindication, proteding they did 
not give the twelve hundred purfes, but upon a 
folemn promife from the king's minider that he 
would depart without delay, and befeeching his 
highnefs not to impute the king's refufal to their 
difobcdience. 
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Charles, ftill perfiiling in the belief that Ihe 
kam and balha meaned to deliver him up to his 
enemies, ordered M. Funk, who was then his* 
envoy at the Ottoman court, to lay his complaints 
againfl them before the fultan, and to ask a 
thoufand purfes more. His great generodty, and 
the little account he made of money, hindered 
him from perceiving the meannefs of this propo- 
fal. He did it with a view to be refufed, and in 
order to End a frefli pretext for delaying his de- 
parture. But a man mud be reduced to ilrange 
extremities, to (land in need of fuch artifices. 
Savarl, his interpreter, an artful and enterprizing 
man, carried the letter to Adrianople, in fpight 
of all the care which the grand vizier had takea 
to guard the pafTes. 

Funk was obliged to prefent this dangerous re* 
qaeft« All the anfwer he received was to be 
thrown into prifon. The fultan, in a paffion, 
convoked an extraordinary divao, and, whatver]^. 
feldom happens, fpoke hinafelf on the occafion. 
His fpeech, according to the tranflation which was 
then made of it, was conceived In the following 
terms : 

** I hardly ever knew the king of Sweden but 
by his defeat at Pultowa, and by the applicatioa 
he made to me to grant him an afylum in my do- 
minions. I have not, I believe, any need of him, 
nor any reafon either to love or fear him. Never- . 
thelefs, without confulting any other motives thaa 
the hofpitality of a MuiTulman, and my own ge- 
neroiity, which (beds the dew of its favours upon 
the great as well as the fmall, upon Grangers as 
.well as my own fubjedts, I have received and a(^ 
Jj/fcd him, bis minifters, offictt^ ^wd foldiers^. 
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and, for the fpace of three years and an half, have 
continoed to load him with prelects. 

'* I have granted him a confiderable guard to 
conduQ him hack to his own kingdom. He asked 
a thoufand purfes to defray fome expences, tho' 
1 pay them alL Inftead of a thoufand, I granted 
him twelve hundred. After having got thefe out 
of the hands of the feralquier of Bender, he asks 
a (houfand purfes more, and refufes to depart, under 
pretence that the guard is too fmall, whereas, in 
fad, it is but too large to pafs thro' the country 
of a friend. 

" I ask you then, whether it be a violation of 
the laws of hofpitality, to fend back thb prince ; 
and whether foreign powers ought to accufe me 
of cruelty and injuftice, in cafe 1 (hould be obliged 
to compel him to depart." All th^ members of 
the divan anfwered, that fuch a condud would be 
conAilent with the (Irideft rules of juftice. 

The mufti declared that Muffulmans were not 
bound to (hew any hofpitality to infidels, and 
much lefs to the ungrateful ; and he gave his fetfa, 
a kind of mandate which commonly accompanies 
the important orders of the grand feignior. Thefe 
fetfas are revered as oracles, though the perfons 
by whom they are given are ;is much ilaves to the 
fultan as any others. 

The order and the ferfa were carried to Ben- 
der by the bouyouk Imraour, gfand-mafter of the 
horfe, and a Chiaou baiha, firfl ufher. The ba- 
iha of Bender received the order at the lodgings 
of the kam of Tartary ; from whence he imme- 
diately repaired to Varnitza, to afk the king whe« 
ther he would depart in a friendly manner, or lay 
liim under the necefiity of executing ftvc (mIuvv'^ 
orders. 
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Charles XU. being thos Ineoaced, could not 
Teftrain his pafiion. '* Obey your mailer, if yoa 
<iarey (fays he to the baflia) and leave my piefiince 
Immediately." The bafha, fired with indigna^ 
tion, returned at full gallop, contrary to the com- 
mon cufiom of the Turks ; and meeting Fabriciuf 
by the way, he called out to hicn, without halting; 
<* The king will not liften to reafon ; you will fee 
ilrange things prefently." The lame day he dit 
continued the fupply of the kiog^s provifions, and 
reriioved the guard of janiflaries. He cauled inti* 
mat ion to be made to the Poles and Coffiicks at 
Varnitza, that, if they had a mind to have any 
proviGons, they mult quit the king of Sweden'j 
camp, repair to Bender, and put themfelres un- 
der the protedion of the Porte. Thele orden 
were readily obeyed by all, and the king was left 
without any other attendants than the officers of 
his houfhold, and three hundred SwediQi ibldiers, 
to make head againfl twenty thoufand Tartars, 
and fix thoufand Turks. 

There was now no provifion in the camp either 
for man or horfe. The king ordered twenty of the 
fine Arabian horfes, which had been fent him by 
the grand feignior, to be (hot without the camp, 
adding, " I will haTe none of their provxfions 
nor their horfes.** This was an excellent feaft to 
the Tartars, who, as all the world knows, think 
horfe flelh delicious fare. Mean while the Turks 
and Tartars invefted the king's little camp on 
mil fides. 

Charles, without the lead difcompofure, ordered 
his three hundred Swedes to raife regular intrench- 
ments, in which work he himfclf aflided ; as did 
likev^ife his chancellor, his trtafurer, his fccre- 
taixes, his valets de chambre, and all his domef- 

ti:ks. 
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tick«. Some barricadoed the windows, and others 
fafteoed beams behind the doors« in the form of 
butrrefles. 

After the houfe was fufficiently barricadoed, and 
the king had rode round his pretended fortifica- 
-tions, he fat down to chefs with his favourite Gro- 
tbufen, with as much tranquillity as if every thing 
had been perfedly fafe and fecure. Happily 
M FabriciuSy the envoy of HolAein, did not lodge 
at Varnitza, but at a fmall village between Ver- 
nitza and Bender, where Mr. Jeffreys, the Englifh 
envoy to the king of Sweden, likewife refided. 
Theie two minifters, feeing the dorm ready to burfl, 
undertook the office of mediators between the 
king and the Turks. The kam, and efpecially 
the baflia of Bender, virho had no inclination to 
offer any violence to the Swedifh monarch, re- 
ceived the offers of thefe twominifters with great 
iatisfaidion. They had two conferences at fiender, 
in which the ulher of the feraglio, and the grand 
mailer of the horfe, who had brought the fultan's 
order, and the mufti's fetfa affifled. 

M. Fabrlcius * declared to them that his Swediih 
majedy had good reafon to believe that they de- 
figned to deliver him up to his enemies in Poland. 
The kam, the balha, and all the reff, fwore by 
their heads, and called God to witnefs, that they 
detefted fuch a horrible piece of treachery ; and 
that they would (hed the laft drop of their blood 
rather than fuffer even the lead difrefpe^l to be 
fhewn to the king in Poland ; adding, that, they 
had in their hands the Ruffian and Polifli ambaf- 
fadors, whofe lives ihould be anfwerable for any 

• The whole of thi« account is relalci by M, Fabricius 
in his lettcis, 

affro.lt 
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affront that fiiould be offered to the king of Swe- 
den. In fine, they complained bitterly that the 
king fliould entertain fuch injurious fufpicions of 
thofe who had received and treated him with fo 
much humanity and politenefs. 

Though oaths are frequently the language of 
treacTiery, Fabricius could not help being con- 
vinced of their fincerity. He thought he could 
difcern in their proteftations fuch an air of vera- 
city as falfehood can, at bell, but imperfedUy imi- 
tate. He was fenfible there had been a (ecret 
eorref|>ondence between the kam of Tartary and 
Auguftus ; but he was firmly perfuaded, that the 
only end of their negociation was to oblige Charles 
XII. to quit the dominions of the grand feignor. 
Whether Fabricius was miftaken or not, he if^ 
fured them, he would reprefent to the king the 
injuftice of his fufpicions. ** But, adds he, do 
you intend to compel him to -depart T* *• Yet, 
fays the Bafha, for fuch are the orders of our 
mafter." He then entreated them to confider 
ferioufly whether that order implied that they 
Ihould flied the blood of a crowned head. <* Yes. 
replies the kam, in a paflion, if that crowned 
head difobeys the grand feignior in his own do^ 
minions." 

In the mean time, every thing being ready for 
the affault, the death of Charles XII. feemed ine- 
vitable. But as the fultan had not given them 
pofitive orders to kill him in cafe of refinance, 
the bafha prevailed upon the kan to let him dif^ 
patch an exprefs to Adrianople, where the grand 
ftignior then reflded, to receive the lafl orders of 
his highnefs. 

Mr. Jeffreys, and M. Fabricius having procured 
this ibort refpitCi hailcned to acquaint the king 

with 
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Urith it. They came with all the eagcrn'efs 6f 
people who bring good news ; but were received 
▼ery coldly. He called them unfollicited medi- 
fltorSy and ftill perBfted in the belief that the ful- 
tan*s order and the mufti's fetfe were both forged, 
inafmuch as they had fent to the Porte 'for frefh 
orders. 

The Engliih minifler retired, with a firm re- 
folution to interfere no more in the affairs of a 
prince fo very obdinate and inflexible. M. Fa- 
briciuSy beloved by the king, and more accuftomcd 
to his humour than the Englifli minifler, remained 
with him, and earneftly entreated him not to ha- 
zard fo precious a life on fuch an unnecefTary oo- 
cafjon. 

For aufwer, the king (hewed him his fcrtifi- 
cationsy and begged he would employ his good 
offices in procuring him fome provifions. The 
Turks were eafify prevailed upon to allow pro- 
vifions to be conveyed to the king's camp, until 
the return of the courier from Adrian ople. THe 
kam himfelf had ftridlly enjoined l:is Tartars, 
who were eager for pillage, not to make any at- 
tempt againft the Swedes till the arrival of frefli 
orders; fo that Charles XII. went fometimes out 
of his camp with forty horfe, and rode through 
the midft of the Tartars, who, with great refpedl, 
left him a free parage. He even marched direfify 
up to their lines, which, inflead of refifling, rel*- 
dily opened and allowed him to pafs. 

At lafti the order of the grand feignior being 
come, to put to the fword all the Swedes riiat 
ihould make the leaft refi fiance, and not even to . 
fpare the life of the king, the baflia had the com- 
plaifance to fhew the order to M. Fabricius, * 
with a view of inducing him to make his lafl ef- 
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&it to beod, if poffiUe, the obftinacy of Obarlte. 
Pabridus wcotiminediateiy to acquaint him with 
thefe M ttdiogs. " Have you feen the order you 
mennon. faid the kiogi** ** I have/' replied Fa* 
bdcius. ** Well thcD» ^ tell them in my name, 
that this fecond order is another forgery of theirs* 
and that I will not depart.'* Fabricius threw 
himfelf at his feet» fell into a paflion, and re- 
proached him with his obftinacy; but all to no 
purpofe. ** Go back to your Turks, iaid the king 
to him» fmiling; if they attack me, I know 
bow to defend myfelf.** The king's chaplains 
likewife fell upon thdr knees before him, con- 
jufing him not to expofe to certain death the 
unhappy remains of Pultowa, and efpecially hit 
own fecred peribn; afluring him, at the fame 
time, that refiftance in fiich a cafe was altogether 
unjuftifiable ; and that it ti-aa a direft fiction 
of all the laws of hofpitality, to refolre to con- 
finne with Ilrangers againft their will } efpecially 
with thofe ftrangers who had fo long and (b ge«> 
ncroully fiippoited him." The king, who had 
heard Fabricius with great patience, fell into a 
paffion with his pricfts, and told them, that he 
had taken them to pray for him, and not to give, 
him advice. 

The generals Hord and Dardotf, who had al^ 
ways declared again A hazarding a battle which 
could not fail to be attended with fetal confe- 
qucnces, (hewed the king their breafts covered 
with wounds, which they had received in his fer- 
yncc ; and airuring him that they were ready fo 
lay down their lives tor his fake, begged that it 
n.ight be» at lead, upon a more neceflary occafion. 
" I know, fays CharUsXU»\i^ >jom\ wounds and 
bf my own, that wc Via.vc lou^x ^iKhwaV^ w 
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gcther. You hare hitherto doneyourduty> do it to- 
day likewife." Nothing no^ remained but to pay aa 
implicit obedience to the king's command. Everx 
one was afhamed lOot to court death with their 
fovereign. Charles, being now prepared for the 
aflault, enjoyed in fecret the pleafmg thoughts 
that he fiiould have the honour of fultaining with 
three hundred Swedes the united efforts of a whole 
army. He afligned to every man his pofl. His 
chancellor, MuUern, and the fecretary» Empreus, 
and his clerks, were to defend the chancery-houfe } 
Baron Fief,, at the head of the officers of the 
kitchen, was Rationed in another poll. A third 
place was to be guarded by the grooms of the 
liable, and the (;ooks ; for with him every one 
was a foldier. He rode from the intrenchments 
to his houfe, promifing rewards to every one, cre- 
ating officers, and affuring them that he would 
exalt the very raeaneft of his fervants who fhould 
fight with courage and refolution, to the dignity 
of captains. 

It was not long before they beheld the com < 
bined army of the Turks and Tartars advancing 
to attack this little camp with ten pieces of can* 
non and two mortars. The hocfes Uils waved 
in the air; the clarions founded; the cries of 
** Alia, Alia," were heard on all fides. Baron 
Grothttfen obferving that the Turks did not mix 
in their cries any injurious refte6lions on the king, 
but only called him '' Demh-bad),^* i. e. head of 
Iron, he inflantly refolved to go' out of the 
camp alone and unarn^ed ; and having accordingly 
advanced to the lines of the janifTaries, mofl of 
whom had received money from him : " What 
then, my friends, fays he to them, \u tVvt\t o^tv 
isioguAge, are you come to maffacce t\\tet Yiutk^x^^ 
C a A^- 
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fencelefs Swedes ? you brave janiflaries, who par- 
tioned an hundred thoufand Ruflians upon their 
crying ** Amman," i. e. pardon, have you for- 
got the nrjany favours you have received from us ? 
and would you ailaflinate that great king of Swe- 
den for whom you have fo great a regard, and 
from whom you have received fo many prefents ? 
All he a(ks, my friends, is but the fpace of three 
days; and the fultan*s orders are not fo llrifl as 
you are made to believe." 

Thefe words produced an efFeft which Gro- 
thufen himfelf could little have expelled. The 
janiflaries fwore by their beards that they would 
not attack the king, but would grant him the 
three days he demanded. In vain was the fignal 
given for the aflTault. • The janiflaries were fo far 
from obeying, that they threatened to fall upon 
their leaders, unlefs they would confent to grant 
three days to the king of Sweden. They caiif6 
to the baflia of Bender's tent, crying out that the 
fultan's orders were fi^itious. To this unex})eAed 
fedition the baflia had nothing to oppofe but 
patience. 

He affcdled to be pleafcd with the generous re- 
fohition of the janifl*aries, and ordered them to 
J eturn to Bender. The kam of Tartary, a man 
of hcadftrong and impetuous paflions, would have 
given the afl'aulr immediately with his own troops: 
but the baflia, unwilling that the Tartars ibould 
have all the honour of taking the king, while 
Jiimfcif perhaps might be puniflied for the difobc- 
d'.ence of the janilTarijs, perfuaded the kam to 
wait till the next day. 

On his return to Bender, the baflia aflenibled 
all the oflicers of the janiflaries, and the oldeft 
foldier?, to whom he both read and flie^ved the 

fill- 
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fiiltan's pofitive orders, and the mufti's fetfar 
Sixty of the oldeft of thera« with venerable grey 
beards, who had received a thoufand prefents 
from the king's hands, propofed to go to him in 
peribn, to intreat him to put himfelf into their 
hands, and to permit them to ferve him as 
guards. 

The balha agreed to the propofal, as indeed 
there was no expedient he would not willingly 
have tried, rather than be reduced to the necef- 
fity of killing the king. Accordingly thefe fixty 
veterans repaired next morning to Varnitza, hav* 
ing nothing in their hands but long white rod«, 
the only arms which the janizaries wear, unlefs 
when they are going to fight; for the Turks con- 
iider the Chrii^ian cuftom of carrying fwords in 
time of peace, and of entering armed into churches 
and the houfes of their friends, as a barbarous 
pradice. 

They addrelTec) themfelves to baron Grothufcn, 
and chancellor Mullerji. They told them that 
they were come with a view to ftrv^ as faithful 
guards to the king; and that if he pleafed they 
would conduft him to Adrianople, where he 
might have a peribnal interview with the grand 
feignor. While they were making this propbfal, 
the king read the letters which were brought 
from Conftantinople, and which Fabricius, who 
could no longer attend him in perfon, had fent 
him privately by a janifiary. Thefe letters were 
from count Poniatowfky, who could neither ferve 
him at Bender nor Adrianople, having been de- 
tained at Conftantinople by order of the Porfe, ever 
fince the time of his making the imprudent de- 
mand of a thoufand purfes. He told the king 
that the fultaa'« orders to feize or m?£^^x^ \\\% 
C 3 \^^^ 
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royal perfon in cafe of refiftancf, were but too 
true ; that indeed the fultan was impofed upoo 
by his minifters ; but the more he was impofed 
upon, he would, for that very reafon, be the more 
faithfully obeyed : that he muft fubmit to the 
times, and yield to neceflfity : that he took tbe 
liberty to advife him to try every expedient with 
the minifters by way of negociations ; not to be 
inflexible in a matter which required the gentleft 
management ; and to expe^ from time and good 
policy a cure of that .evil, which by tsjh and 
violent meafures would be only rendered in» 
curable. 

But neither the propofal of the old janiflaries^ 
nor Poniatow(ky*s letters could convince the king 
that it was confident with his honour to yield. 
He raiher chofe to perifh by the hands of the 
Turks, than in any refpedt to be made a prifoner. 
He difmilTed the jnniflaries without condefceoding 
to fee them, and fcnt them word, that if they ^M 
not immediately depart, he would (have their 
beards for them ; an affront which in the eiftem 
countries is confidered as the moft intolerable of 
all others. 

The old men, filled with the higheft indig- 
nation, returned home, crying out as they went, 
** Ah this head of iron ! fince he will perifh, let 
him perifh." They gave the bafha an account 
of their commiffion, and informed their comrades 
at Bender of the.flrange reception they had met 
with ; upon which they all fwore to obey the 
bafha's orders without delay, and were as impa- 
tient to go to the afTault as they had been averfe 
to it the day before. 

The word of command was immediately given. 
The Turks marched up to the fortiGcations : the 

Tar. 



• r CH.A R L E S XII. 31 

TarraFS were already waiting for them, and the can- 
non began to play^ ' The janiiTaries on the one 
iider and the Tartars on th^other, inftantly forced 
the lirtie camp. Hardly had twenty Swedes time' 
to dravf their fwords when the whole three hundred 
were furroundcd and taken prifoners without refiil- 
ance. ^The king was then on borfeback,. betwectv 
bis houfe and his eamp, with the generals Hord, 
IXardoffy and Sparre ; and feeing that all his foU 
diers had fuffered themfelve? to be taken prifoner» 
before his eyes, he laid, with great compofure, 
to thefe three officers^ *' Come, let us go and de- 
fend the houfe; we will fight, adds he, with a 
fmile, fro oris 13 focis^*^ 

Accordingly, accompanied by thefe three ge- 
nerals, he forthwith gallops up to the houfe, in 
which he had placed about forty domefticks as 
centkiels, and whjch he bad fortified in the beft 
manner he could. 

The generals^ accuflonned as they were, to the 
dauntle^ intrepidity of their mafter, could not 
help being furprifed to fee him refoWe in cold 
blood» and even with an air of pleafanfry, to defend 
himfelf againfl ten pieces of cannon, and a whole 
army: neverthekfs they followed him, with fome 
guards and domeftics, making in all about twenty 
perfbns. 

When they came to the door, they found it 
befet by the janifTaries. Befides, two hundred 
Turks and Tartars had already entered by a win- 
dow» and made tbemfelves mailers of all the 
apartments, except a large hall where the king's 
domeflicks had retired. Happily this halL was 
near the door at wMch the king defigned to enter 
with his little troop of twenty perfous. He threw 
C 4 bi»« 
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himfelf off his horfe with piftol and fword is 
hand, and his followers did the fzme. 

The janifTanes fell upon him on all (ides. Thejr 
were animated with the promife which the haflia 
had made, of eight ducats of gold to every man 
who fhould only touch his cloaths, in cafe they 
could take him. He wounded and killed all thofe 
whb came near him. A janiflary whom he 
wounded, clapped his blunderbufs to his face, 
and had he not been jollied by the arm of a Turk, 
owing to the croud that moved backwards and 
forwards, like waves, the king had certainly been 
killed. The ball grazed upon his nofe, and car- 
ried off part of his ear, and then broke the arm 
of general Hord, whofe conflant fate k was to 
be wounded by his mailer's fide. 

The king plunged his fword in the janifTary*^ 
bread. At the fame time, his domefticsy who 
were (hut up in the great hall, open the door 
to him. The king, with his little troop, fprings 
in like an arrow. They inftantly (hut the door, 
and barricade it with whatever they can find. 
Thus was Charles XII. (l)ut up in this hall with 
all his attendants, confiding of about fixty men, 
officers, guards, fecretaries, valets de chambre, and 
domefticks of every kind. 

The janiffaries and Tartars pillaged the reft of 
the houfe, and filled the apartments. '< Come, 
fays the king, let us go and drive out thefe bar- 
barians;" and putting himfelf at the head of his 
men, he with his own hands opens the door of 
the hall that leads to his bed-chamber, ru(hes 
into the room and fires upon the plunderers. 

The Turks, loaded with fpoil, and terrified 

Bt the faddtn appearance of iht k\tv^^ whom they 

hsd ever been accuftomcd lo it^^^^, >^xt:^ 
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down their arms,, leap out of the window, or fly 
to the cellars. The king taking adraritrge of 
thrir confuHon, and his own men being animated 
by the fuccefs of this ahempt, they purfue thrf 
Turks from chamber to chamber ; kill or wound 
thofe who had not made their efcape ; and in a 
quarter of an hour clear the hoiife of the enemy. 

In the heat of the fight the king perceived two 
janiifaries who lay concealed under his bed, one 
of them he dabbed wi(h his fword, the other 
afked pardon, by cry lag «* Amman.** •• I give 
you your life, fays the king to him, on this con* 
dition, that you go and give the balha a faithful 
account of what you have feen." The Turk 
readily promifed to do as he was bid, and was 
allowed to leap out at the window like the re/l. 

The Swedes, having at laft made themfelves 
mailers of the houfe, again (hut and barricadoed 
the windows. They were in no want of arms. 
A ground-room full of muikets and powder had 
efcaped the tumultuary fearch of the janifTojies. 
Thefe they employed to good purpofe. They 
fired through the windows almofl clofe upon the 
Turks, of whom, in lefs than half a quarter of 
an hour, they killed two hundred. The cannon 
ftill played upon the houfe ; but the flones being 
very foft, there were only feme holes made ia 
the walls, and nothing was demolifhed; 

The kam of Tartary, and the bafha, who were 
defirous of taking the k[ng alive, being afhamed 
to lofe fo many men, and to employ a whole army 
againll fixty perfons, thought it mofl advifeable 
to fet (ire to the houfe, in order to oblige the 
king to furrender. They ordered fome arrows 
twilled about wiih lighted maicVvts, \o \i^ ^^\. 

C 5 XX^^tL 
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the roof, and againft the doors and windows. - 
In a moment the houfe was in flames. The 
roof all on fire was ready to tumble upon the 
Swedes. The king,. with great calmnefs, gave 
orders to extinguifli th^ fire. Finding a fmall 
barrel full of liquor, he took it up, and being 
afiifted by two Swedes, threw it upon the place 
ivhere the fire was mod violent. At laft he re- 
collected that the barrel was full of brandy;, but 
the hurry infeparable from fuch a fcene of con- 
fiifion, hindered him from thinking of it in time. 
The fire now raged with double fury. The king's 
apartment was reduced to aOies. The great hall 
where the Swedes were was filled with a terrible 
fmoke, mixed with fheets of flame, that darted 
in at the doors of the neighbouring apartments. 
One half of the roof funk within the houfc, the 
other fell on the outfide, cracking amidft the 
flames. 

In this extremity, a centinel called Walberg, 
ventured to cry, that there was a neccflity for 
furrendering. ** What a flrange man is this, 
fays the king, to imagine tiiauit is not more glo- 
rious to be burnt than taken prifoncr!*' Another 
centinel, named Rofen, had the prefence of mind 
to obferve, that the chancery-houfe, which was 
not above fifty paces dlHant, had a llonc roof, 
and was proof againfl fire ; that they ought to 
fally forth, take polTenion of that houfe, and 
then defend thcmfdvcs to the laft extremity. 
•* There is a true Swede for you,*' cries the king, 
anJ embracing the cciaiod, he made him a 
roloncl u|)on the fpot. •• Come on, my fiicnds, 
f lys he, take as much powder and ball with you 
as you can, and let us take polTcin^^n of the 
ihincery, fword in band. 

The 
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The Turks, who all the while furrounded the 
houfe, were ftruck with fear and admiration, to 
fee the Swedes continae in it, notwithftanding it _ 
was all in flames; but their aftonilhment was' 
greatly increafed when they faw the doors 
opened, and the king and his followers rufiiing 
out upon them like fo many madmen. Charles ' 
and his principal officers were armed with fword 
and piftol. Every man fired two piftols at once* 
the moment the doors were opened ; and in the 
twinkling of an eye, throwing away their pifto]s» 
and drawing their fwords, they made the Turks 
recoil above fifty paces. But in a moment after, 
this little troop was furrounded. The king, 
who was booted, as ufual, entangled himfelf 
with his fpurs, and fell. One and .twenty ja- 
iiiflaries at once fpring upon him. He throws 
up' his fword into the air, to fave himielf the 
mortification of furrendering it. The Turks 
bear him to the bafha's quarters, fome taking 
hold of his arms, and others of his legs. In the 
fame manner as fick perfbns are wont to be 
carried, in order to prevent their being hurt. 
» No fooner di4 the king fee himfelf in their 
hands, than the violence of his temper, and 
th^ fury which fuch a long and defperate fight 
muft have naturally infpired, gave place at 
once to a mild and gentle behaviour : not one 
word of impatience dropped from his lips ; not 
one angry look was to be feen in his face. 
He eyed the janiifaries with a fmiling coun- 
tenance, and they carried him off crying ** Alia,*' 
with a mixture of refpeft and indignation. His 
officers were taken at the fame time and drip- 
ped by the Turks and Tartars. It was on the 
C 6 twelfth 
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twelfthofFebruary 1713, that this ftrangeeftnf 
happened ; an event that was followed with 
y'try remarkable confequences*. 



• M. Norberg, who was not prefent at this adreotare^ 
hath in tbii particular part of bit biftory, only copied the 
account of M. de Voltaire ) but be hat nungled it 1 he 
bath fuppre0ed feme interefting circumflancet, and hat 
not been able to juftify the temerity of Charlet Xll. AU 
that he hath been able to advance againd M. de Vol- 
taire with regard to the affair of Bender, it reduceable to 
the adventure of the Aeur Fredericuf^ valet de cbambre to 
the king of Sweden, who, according to fome, wat burnt 
in the king*s houfe, and according to othert, wat cut in 
two by the Tarurt. La Motraye alledget likewife, that 
the king of Sweden did not ufe thefe wordt, *< We wiO 
fight pro arit & fociu** But M. Fabriciut, who wat prt- 
Cent, affirms, that the king did pronounce thefe wordt| 
that La Motraye was not near enough to hear them 3 and 
that If he had, he was not capable of comprehending their 
meaning, at he did not underhand a word of Latin. 
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Bold' Undertaking of M. de Villeloncue, Re- 
volutions in the Seraglio. Battle in Pome r a- 
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at laft fets out on his Return to his own Domi- 
nions : Hi» ftrange Manner of travelling : His 
Arrival at Stralsund : His Misfortunes. Sue- 
celfes of Peter the Great : His triumphant 
Entry into Petersburg. 

THE bafha of Bender, with great gravity, 
waited for Charles in his tent, attended by 
one Marco, an interpreter. He received his ma- 
jelly in a moft refpe^ful manner, and entreated 
him to repofe himfelf on a fopha; but the king, 
who did not fo much as take notice of the Turk's 
civilities, continued (landing. 
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** Blefled b^ the Almiehty (fays the baflia) that 
your xnajefly is alive : Fam extremely forry diat 
your majefty obliged me to* execute the orders of 
his highnefs." The king, who was only vexed 
that his three hundred foldief s (hould have fufferec 
themfelves to be taken in their entrenchments ^ 
faid to the bafha ; <* Ah ! had they defended 
themfelves as they ought, you would not hav9 
been able to force our camp in ten days.** <* Alas! 
(fays the Turk) that ^o much courage fhould be 
fo ill employed!" He ordered the king to be 
conduded back to Bender on a horfe richly capa- 
lifoned. All the Swedes were either killed or taken 
• prifoners. All his equipage, his goods, his pa- 
pers, and mod neceifary utpnfils, were either plun- 
dered or burnt. One might have feen in the pub- 
lic roads the Swedilh officers, almoft naked, and 
chained together in pairs, following the Tartars 
or janiiTaries on foot. The chancellor and the ge- 
neral officers did not meet with a milder fjte : 
they were the (laves of the foldiers to whofe fliare 
th:y had fallen. 

Ifmael Bafha havhig condu£led Charles to his 
(eraglio at Bender, gave him his own apartment, 
and ordered him to be ferved hke a king ; but not 
without taking the precaution to plant a guard of 
janiflaries at the chamber door. A bed was pre- 
pared for him ; but he threw himfelf down upon a 
ibpha, booted as he was, and fell fad aflcep. An 
officer, that flood "near him in waiting, covered 
his head with a cap; but the king, upon awaking 
from his firft llcep, threw it off; and the Turk 
was furprifed, to fee a fovercign prince fleeping 
in his boots and bare-headed. Next morning, 
Ifmael introduced Fabricius into the king's cham- 
ber, Fabricius found his majefty with his cloaths 

lorn ; 
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torn ; his boots, his hands, and bis whole body* 
covered with doft and blood, and "bis eye-brows 
burnt ; bot (Ull maintaining, in this terrible con- 
dition, a placid and chearful look. He fell upon 
bis knees before him, without being able to utter 
a word ; but foon recovering from hb furprize, by 
the free and eafy manner in which the king ad- 
drefled him," be refumed his wonted familiarity 
with him, and they began to talk of the battle of 
Bender with great humour and pleaiantry. *' It 
is reported (fays Fabricius) that your maje/ly killed 
twenty janiiTaries with your own hand." '* Well, 
well, (replies the king) a ftory» you know, never 
lofes in the telling." During this converfation, 
the bafha prefented to the king his favourite Gro- 
thufen, and colonel Ribbins, whom he had had the 
gcnerofiry to redeem at his own expence. Fabri- 
cius undertook to ranfom the other prifoners. 

Jeifreys, the £ngli(h envoy, joined his endea- 
vours with thofe of Fabricius, in order to procure 
the monty ncceflary for this, purpofe. A French- 
man, who had come to Bender out of mere cu- 
riofity, and who hath wrote a (hort account of 
thefe tranfaftions, gave all that he had ; and thefe* 
Grangers, affiHed by the intereft, and even by the 
money, of the baiha, redeemed not only the offi- 
cers, but likewife their cloaths, from the hands 
of the Turks and Tartars. 

Next day, the king was conducted as a prifo- 
jier, in a chariot covered with fcarlet, towards 
Adrianople. His treafurer Grothufen was with 
him. Chancellor Mullern and fome officers fol- 
lowed in another carriage. Several were on horfe- 
back ; and when they caft their eyes on the king's 
chariot, they could notTefrain from tears. The 
ba/ba was at the bead of the convoy ; Fabricius 
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told him that it was a ihame the king fliould want 
a fword, and begged he would give him one. 
** God forbid, (fays the ba(ha) he would cut our 
beards for us, .if he had a fword.'^ However, he 
gave him one a few hours after. 

While they were condudting this king, difarmed 
and a prifoner, who, but a few years before, had 
given law to fo many ftates, and had feen himfelf 
the arbiter of the North and the terror of Europe^ 
there appeared in the fame place another inftance 
of the frailty of human greatnefs. 

Xing Staniflaus had been feized in the Turkifh 
dominions, and they were now carrying him a pri* 
foner to Bender, at the very time that they were 
removing Charles from it* 

Staniflaui, being no longer fupported by the 
hand which had raifed him to the throne, and 
finding himfelf deftitute of money, and confe- 
quently of intereft in Poland, had retired at firft 
into Pomerania ; and, unable to preferve his own 
kingdom, he had done all that lay in his power to 
defend that of his benefadlor: he had even gone to 
Sweden, in order to hailen the reinforcements that 
were fo much wanted in Livonia and Pomerania. In 
a word, he had done every thing that could be ex- 
pected from the friend of Charles XII. About this 
time, the firft king of Pruffia, a prince of great pru- 
dence, being juftly apprchenfive of danger from 
the too near neighbourhood of the Mufcovites, 
thought proper to enter into a league with Au- 
guftus and the republic of Poland, in order to 
fend back the Ru(Bans to their own country, and 
he hoped to engage the king of Sweden himfelf 
in this proje^. From this plan, three great events 
were expe^ed to refult ; the peace of the North, 
the return of Charles to his own kingdom, and 
she efldblUhmcni of a ftronj bacrier againil tbt 



or CHARLES XII. ^ir 

Rufliians, whofe power was already become for* 
midable to Europe. The preliminary article of 
this treaty, upon which the public tranquillity de-^ 
pended, was the abdication of Staniflaus ; who 
not only accepted the propofal, but even under- 
took to ufe his endeavours in bringing about a 
peace which deprived him of his crown. To this 
ftep he was prompted by neceflity, the publick 
good, the glory of the facrifice, and the intcreft 
of Charles XII. He wrote to Bender. He ex- 
plained to the king of Sweden the defperate fitua- 
tion of his affairs, and the only effe^lual remedy 
that could be appKed. Hq conjured him not ta 
oppofe an abdication which was rendered neceHary 
by the ftrange conjunctures of the times, and ho^ 
nourable by the noble motive from which it pro- 
ceeded. He entreated him not to facrifice the in- 
terefts of Sweden to thofe of an unhappy friend, 
who chearfuUy preferred the public good to his 
own private happinefs. Charles XII. received 
ihefe letters at Varnitza. He faid to the courier 
in a paffion, in prefence of feveral witnefles ;. 
*' If my friend will not be a king, i can eafiljr 
find another that will.'' 

- Staniflaus was obfiinately bent on making the 
facrifice which Charles oppofed. Thefe times 
feem to have been deftined by providence to pro- 
duce (Irange fentiments, and (lill flranger aClions, 
Staniflaus refolved to go himfelf, and endeavour 
to prevail upon Charles ; and thus he ran a greater 
riik in abdicating the throne, than ever he had 
done in obtaining it. One evening about fix 
o'clock, he ftole from the Swedifli army, which he. 
commanded in Pomerania, and fet out, in com- 
pany with baron Sparr and another colonel, the 
former of whom hath fince been an ambaflador 
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in Prance and England. He aflumed the name* 
of a French gemhman, called Haran, who waf 
then a major in the SvvediOi army, and lately died 
commander of Dantzick. He pafTed clofe by the 
whole army of the enemy ; waj fomctimes top- 
ped, and as often rcleafed by virtue of a palTport 
which he got in the name of Haran. At length, 
after many perils and dangers, he arrived on the 
frontiers of Turky. 

As foon as he had reached Moldavia, he fcht 
back baron Sparr to thf army, and entered YaiTy, 
the capital of Moldavia, thinking himfelf perfe£)]y 
iecurrin a country where the king of Sweden had 
been treated with fo much refpedt, and never en- 
tertaining the leaft fufpicion of what had hap- 
pened. 

The Moldavians afked htm who he was ? He 
laid he was major of a regiment in the fenaee of 
Charles XII. At the bare mention of that name 
he was feized, and carried before the hofpadar of 
Moldavia, who, having already learned ^m the 
Gazettes that Staniflaus had privately withdrawn 
from hb army, began to fufped that this was pro- 
bably the man. He had heard the king's figure 
defcribed fo exadly, that it was very eafy to diC' 
cover the refemblance; an open and engaging 
countenance, and a very ancommon air of fweet* 
oefs. 

The hofpodar examined him, put to him a great 
many captious queftions, and at lafi afked him 
what commiflion he bore in the Swedifh army. 
Their converfation was carried op in Latin. Majar 
Jum^ fays Staniflaus. Itm mmximms //, replies the 
Moldavian ; and immediately prefenting hhn with 
a chair of f^ate, be treated him like a king ; but 
iiill like a king who' was a prifbner, placing a 

aria 
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ftri£k guard about a Greek convent, in which he! 
was obliged to reniain, till fuch tim« as the ful- 
tan's orders (hould arrive. At^length the(e or- 
ders came, importing* that Staniflaus fhould be 
carried to Bender, from which Charles XII. had 
been juft removed. 

The news of this event was brought to the 
bafha, at the time he was accompanying the king 
of Sweden's chariot. The baflia communicatecf 
the particulars to Fabricius, who, coming up to 
Charles's chariot, told him he was not the only 
king that was a prilbnec in the hands of the 
Turks ; and that Staniflaus was but a few miles* 
off, under a guard of foldiers. ** Run to bim, 
my dear Fabricius, (fays Charles, without being 
in the lead difconcerted,) tell him never to make 
a peace with Auguftus, and aflure him that our 
aflfairs will foon take another turn." So much 
was Charles wedded to his own opinions, that, 
abandoned as he was in Poland, attacked ki hir 
own dominions, a captive in a TurkiOi litter^ 
and led*a prifoner without knowing whither the/ 
were carrying him, he ftiil reckoned on the fa- 
vour of fortune, and hoped the Ottoman Porte 
would aifift him with an hundred thoufand men.. 
Fabricius haflened to execute his commiffion, at- 
tended by a janiflary, having firfl: obtained leave 
from the bafha. At a few miles diftance he met 
the body of foldiers that conducted Staniflaus. He 
addrefled himfeif to a perfon that rode in the 
midft of them, clad in a French drefs, and but 
indiflRerently mounted ; and aflied him in the Ger- 
man tongue, where the king of Poland was. The 
peribn to whom he fpoke happened to be Stanif^ 
laus himfeif, whofe features he could not recolle6b 
under this difguife. " What! (fays the king) 
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don*t yoQ know me }** Fabridus then informed 
him of the wretched condition in which the king 
of Sweden was; but added, that his refolu* 
tions, however unfuccelsful, were as determined 
as ever. 

As Sraniflaus was drawing near to Bender, the 
bafha, who had returned thither after having ac» 
companied Charles for fome miles, fent the king 
of Poland an Arabian horfe, with a nugnificen^ 
bamefs. 

He was received at Bender amidft a difcharge of 
the artillery; and, excepting his confinement, 
from which he was not as yet delivered, he had 
no great caufe to complain of his treatment *• 
Mean while Charles was on his way to Adrianople^ 
Nothing was talked of in that town but his late 
battle. The Turks at once condemned and ad- 
mired him ; but the divan was §o provoked, that 
they threatened to confine him in xuie of the 
iilands of the Archipelago. 

Staniflaus, king of Poland, from whom I had 
the honour to receive the greateft part of thefe 
particulars, alTured me likewile, that a propoial' 
was made in the divan for confining him in one 
of the iflands of Greece ; but the grand fcignior 
being mollified, a few months after allowed him 
to depart. 

M. Dcfaleurs, who could have taken his parf» 
and could have prevented the Turks from oflFer- 

• The good chaplain, Norber;, alledges that we art 
here guilty of a manifcft cootrad;dion, in fuppofing, that 
king Staniflaus was at once detained a prifoner, and treated 
at a king, at Bender. What ! hid not the poor man dif- 
ccmmeot enough to perceire that it is very poflible for » 
perfoo, at one and the fame time, to be leaded with bo- 
Qoun and deprived of hit kbeity ? 

log 
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ing fuch an affront to all ChriAkn kings, was at 
Condantinople 1 as was likewiTe M. PoiHatowiky, 
whofe fertile and enterpriiing genius the divan had 
alvvays dreaded. Moil of the Swedes at Adrianopl^ 
were in prifon ; and the fult^n's throne feemed to 
ise inacceffible to any Complaints of the king of 
Sweden. 

The marqnis de Fiervilley who had reAded with 
Charles at Bender as a private agent of France, 
was then at Adrianople. He undertook to do 
that prince a piece of fervice^ at a time when he 
was abandoned or opprelTed by all the world be* 
fides. In this dedgn he was happily aflifted by a 
French gentleman, of an ancient family in Cham- 
pagne, called Villelongue, a roan of great cou- 
rage, but who, not having a fortune equal to his 
fpirit, and charmed with the fame of the king of 
Sweden, had repaired to Turky with a view of en- 
tering into the fervice of that prince. 

With the afliAance of this young man, M. de 
Fierville wrote a memorial in the king of Swe- 
den's name, in which be made his majefty de- 
mand fatisfadlion of the fultan for the infult, 
which, in his perfon, had been offered to all 
crowned heads, and for the treachery, real or fup- 
pofed, of the kam and bafha of Bender. 

In this memorial he accufcd the vizier and other 
miniders of having received bribes from the Ruf- 
fians, impofed upon the grand feignior, intercept 
ted the king's letters to his highnefs, and of hav- 
ing, by their artifices, extorted from the fultan an 
order Co contrary to the hofpitality of Mufful- 
pans, by which, in diredl violation of the laws 
of nations, and in a manner fo unworthy of a 
great emperor, they had attacked, with twenty 
thoufand men^ a king who had bone but his do- 

melHcks 
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meftics to defend him, and who relied upon the 
facred word of the fultan. 

When this memorial was drawn up, it was to 
be tranflated into the TurkiHi languagr, and 
written in a particular hand, and upon a certain 
kind of paper, which is always ufed in addrefles to 
the fultan. 

JPor this purpofe, they applied to feveral French 
interpreters in the town ; but the affairs of the 
king of Sweden were in fuch a defperate fituation, 
and the vizier was fo much his declared enemy, 
that not a fingle interpreter would undertake the 
talk. At laft they found a (Irknger, whofe hand 
was not known at the Porte, who, having received 
a handlbme gratuity, and being fully aflured of 
the moft profound fecrecy, tranflated the memo- 
rial into the Turkilh tongue, and wrote it upon 
the right kind of paper. Baron d'Arvidfon, a 
Swedifli officer, counterfeited the king's fubfcrip- 
tion. Fierville, who had the royal fignet, ap- 
pended it to the writing; and the whole was 
fealed with the arms of Sweden. Villelongue un- 
dertook to deliver it into the hands of the grand 
feignior, as he went to the mofque, according to 
his ufual cudom. The like methods had been 
frequently employed for prefenting memorials to 
the fultan againll his minifters; but that very dr- 
cumftance rendered the fuccefs of this ente rprize 
the more precarious, and the danger of the at- 
tempt the more imminent. 

The vizier, who plainly forefaw that the Swedes 
would demand juflice of the fdtan, and who, 
from the unhappy fate of his prcdtccffors^ had 
but too many warnings to provide for his own 
iafety, had given peremptory orders to allow no 
one to aproach the grand feignior's perfon, but to 

feize 
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li^ize all fuch as (hould be about the mofqiie witk 
petitions in their hands. 

Villeiongue was well apprized of this order, 
and at the fame time knew« that, by breaking ir» 
he run the riik of lofing his head. He therefore 
laid adde Kis Frank's drefs, and put on a Grecian 
habit; and concealing the letter in hisbofom, re- 
paired betimes to the neighbourhood of the mofque 
to which the grand feignior reforted. He conn* 
terfeited the madman, and dancing between two 
files of janiflaries, through which the fuhan was 
to pafs, he purpofely let fome pieces of money 
drop from his pockets, as if by chance, in order 
to amufe the guards: 

When the fultan was drawing near, the guards 
endeavoured to remove Villeiongue out of the 
way ; but he fell on his knees and ftruggled with 
the janiflaries. At laft his cap fell off, and he 
was difeovered by hb long hair to be a Frank* 
He received iWeral blows, and was very roughly 
handled. The grand ieignior, who was at no 
great diftance, heard the fcuffle, and asked the 
caufe of ir. Villeiongue cried out with all his 
might, Amman ! Amman i Mercy ! pulling the let- 
ter at the fame time out of his bolbm. The fuU 
tan ordered the guards to let him approach. 
Villelonge inftantly runs oxp to him, embraces his 
(lirrup, ^nd presents the memorial, faying, Smd 
craH dan, " The king of Sweden gives it thee.** 
The fultan put the letter in his bofom, and pro- 
ceeded to the mofqu&i Mean. time Villeiongue 
was (ecured, and impri(bned in one of the exterior 
apartments of the feraglio. 

The fultan having read the letter upon his 
leaving the mofque, refblved to examine the pri- 
foner himfelf. This perhaps will appear fome- 

what 
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what incredible: nothing, however, is here ad- 
vanced, but what is vouched by the letters of M* 
de Villelongue ; and furely, when fo brave an of* 
iicer affirms any thing upon his honour, he me- 
rits, at lead, fome credit. He aiTured me then that 
the fultan laid afide his imperial garb and turban, 
and difguifed himfelf like an officer of the janif- 
faries, a thing which he frequently does. He 
brought along with him an old man, of the ifland 
of Malta, as an interpreter. By favour of this 
difguife, Villelongue enjoyed an honour which no 
Chriftian ambaflador ever obtained. He had a 
private conference with the Turkifli emperor for 
a quarter of an hour. He did not fail to repre- 
fent the wrongs which the king of Sweden had fuf* 
fered, to accufe the miniflers, and to demand fa* 
tisfadion; and all this with fo much the more 
freedom, as in talking to the fultan he was only 
fuppofed to be talking to his equal. He could 
■ cafily difcover, notwithflanding the darknefs of 
the prifon, that it was no other than the grand 
fcignior himfelf; but this difcovcry only made 
him fpeak with the greater boldnefs. The pre- 
tended officer of the janilfaries faid to Villelongue; 
** Chtiflian, be alTured, that the fultan, my maf- 
ter, has the foul of an emperor; and that your 
king of Sweden, if he has reafon on his fide, fliall 
obtain jufticc." Villelongue was foon fet at li- 
berty ; and in a few weeks after a fiidden change 
took place in the feraglio, owing, as the 
Swedes affirm, to this conference alone. The 
mufti was depofcd; the kam of Tartary was 
bani.licd to Rhodes ; and the ferafquier bafha of 
Bender was confined in one of the iflands of the 
Archipelago. 

The 
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The Ottoman Porte is fo fubjedt to thcfc revo- 
lutionsy that it is hard to fay, whether the fultaa 
realljr meant to gratify the king of Sweden by 
thefe racri6ces. From the treatment which that 
prince received, it cannot furely be inferred that 
the Porte had any great inclination to oblige 
him. 

The favourite, Ali Coumourgi, was fufpeded 
of having brought about all thefe changes, in or- 
der to ferve his own particular views. The kam 
of Tartary and the ferafquier of Bender were faid 
to have been banifhed for giving the king the 
twelve hundred purfes, in contradidlion to the ex- 
prefs orders of the grand feignior. Coumourgi 
raifed to the throne of Tartary the brothec of the 
depofed kam, a young man of l)is own age» who 
had little regard for his brother, and upon whom 
the favourite depended greatly in profecuting the 
wars he had already planned. With refpeft to the 
grand vizier JulTufiF, he was not depofed till fome 
weeks after ; and the title of prime vizier was be- 
llowed on Soliman Bafha. 

Truth obliges me to declare, that M. de Ville- 
longue and feveral Swedes aflured me, that all 
thefe great revolutions at the 'Porte were entiicly 
Owing to the letter which was prefented to the 
iultan in the king's name 5 whereas M. de Ficr- 
ville is of a quite contrary opinion. I have fome- 
times found the like contradiftions in fuch memo- 
rials as have been fubmitted to my perufal. In 
all thefe cafes, it is the duty of an hiftorian 
honeftly to narrate the plain matter of fadt, with- 
out endeavouring to dive into The motives ; and 
to confine himfelf to the relation of what he doef 
know, inftead of indulging his fancy in vague con- 
je^ures, about what he does- not know. 
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Mean while Charles Xil. was conduced to the 
little caftle of Demirtalh, in the neighbourhood 
of Adrianople. An innumerable multitude of 
people had crowded to this place to fee the arrival 
of his majefty, who was carried froni his chariot 
to the caflle on a fopha ; but Charles, in order to 
conceal himfelf from the view of the populace^ 
put a cufbion upon his head. 

The Porte was ftrongly folicited to allow him to 
refide at Demotica, 9 little town fix leagues from 
Adrianople, and near the famous river Hebrus, 
now called Merizza ; but it was not till after fe- 
veral days that they granted his requeft. " Go, 
(fays Coumourgi to the grand vizier Soliman) and 
tell the king of Sweden, that he may ftay at De- 
motica all his life long, if he pleafes ; but I will 
anfwer for him, that, in lefs than a year, he will 
want to be gone of his own accord ; take cart, 
however, not to give him any money." 

Thus was the king conveyed to the little town 
of Demotica, where the Porte allotted him a con- 
fiderable quantity of provifions for himfelf and 
his retinue. But all the money they would grant 
him was five and twenty crowns a-day, to buy 
pork and wine, two kinds of provifions which the 
Turks never furnifli to others. The allowance of 
five hundred crowns a-day, which he had enjoyed 
at Bender, was entirely withdrawn. 

Hardly had he reached Demotica with his little 
court, when the grand vizier Soliman was de- 
pofed ; and his place filled by Ibrahim Molla, a 
man of a high fpirit, of great courage, and un- 
poUihed manners. It may not be amifs to give a 
fliort (ketch of his hiftory, that fo the reader may 
be the better acquainted with the charafiers of all 

thofe 
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Ihofe viceroys of the Ottoman empire upon whom 
the fortune of Charles fo long depended,' 
- He had been a common failor till the acccfllion 
of the fultan Achmet 111. This emperor frequently 
difguifed himfelf in the habit of a private man, 
of a pried, or a dervice ; and (lipped in the even- 
ing into the coffee-houfes and other public places 
Xi^ Conftantinople^ to hear what the people faid 
of him, and what were their opinions concerning 
the affairs of ftate. One day he overheard this 
Molla complaining that the Turkifh (hips never 
took any prizes, and fwearing that if he were cap- 
tain of a fhip, he would never enter the port of 
Conftantinople without bringing fome velTel of 
the infidels along with him. Next day the grand 
feignior gave him the command of a fhip, and 
fent him on a cruize. The new captain returned 
in a few days, with a Maltefe bark and a galley 
of Genoa. In two years time he was appointed 
captain-general of the navy, and at lafl grand 
vizier. As foon as he had attained his new pofl, 
he thought he could eafily difpence with the inte- 
reft of the favourite. In order to render himfelf. 
the more necefTary, fie formed a fcheme for com- 
mencing a war againfl the Ruffians ; and. with 
this view pitched a tent not far from the place 
where the king qf Sweden refided. 

He invited his majefty to come and fee him, 
with the new kam of Tartary, anB the French 
ambaffador. The king, whofe pride rofe with 
his misfortunes, confidered it as a moft intolerable 
affront foe a fubjedl to fend him an invitation. 
He ordered his chancellor Mullern to go in his 
place ; and, lefl the Turks fhould not pay him 
that refpcdt which was due to his royal pciTon, or 
oblige him to condefcend to any thing beneath 
D z \J^a 
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his dignity, Charles, who was ever in extremes 
took to his bed, which he refoived not to leave 
during his abode at Demotica. This refolution 
he kept for ten months, under pretence of fick- 
nefs ; chancellor Mullern, Grothufen, and colo- 
nel Dubens, being the only perfons that were ad- 
mitted to his table. They had none of the con- 
veniences with which the Franks are ufually pro- 
vided : all thefe they had lofl at Bender ; confe- 
quently it could not be expefted that their meals 
were ferved with much pomp or elegance. In 
effedt, they were obliged to ferve themfelves; 
and, during the whole time, chancellor Mullern 
was cook in ordinary. 

While Charles Xll. was thus pafTing his 'time 
in bed, he received the difagreeable news of thp 
defolation of all his provinces, that lay without 
the limits of Sweden. 

General Steinbock, who had rendered himfelf 
illuflrious by chafing the Danes out of Scania, 
and beating their bed troops with a parcel of pea- 
fants, Hill maintained the glory of the Swedifh 
firms. He defended Pomerania, firemen, and the 
king's pofTcfTions in Germany, as long as he was 
able ; but could not hinder the combined army 
of the Danes and Saxons from befieging Srade, a 
town of great ftrcngth and importance, fituated 
on the banks of the Elbe, in the dutchy of Bre- 
men. The town was bombarded and reduced to 
afhes; and the garrifon obliged to Surrender at 
difcretion, before Steinbock could come to their 
afliflance. 

This general, who had about twelve thoufand 
men, of whom the one half were cavalry, purfued 
ihc enemy, who were twice as numerous, and at 
Uli overtook them in the dutchy of Mecklenburg, 

at 
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at a place called Gadeibufh, near a river of the 
fame name. It was on the 20th of December 
1712, that he came in fight of the Danes and 
Saxons. He was feparated from them by a mo- 
rafs. The enemy were fo polled as to have this 
morafs in front, and a wood in their rear : they 
had the advantage of number and fituation ; and 
their camp was utterly inacceflible, except acrofs 
the morafs, which the Swedes could not 'paf» 
without being expofed to the fire of the enemy's 
artillery. 

Notwithflanding thefe difficulties, Steinbock 
paffed the morafs at the head of his troops, ad- 
vanced againft the enemy in order of battle, and 
began one of the mofl defperate and bloody engage- 
ments which ever happened between thefe rival 
nations. After a fharp conflidl for three hours, the 
Danes and Saxons were entirely routed, and ^ 
obliged to quit the field of battle. 

It was in this bkttle that a fon of Auguftus, by 
the countefs of Konigfhiark, known by the name 
of count Saxe, ferved his apprenticefhip in the art 
of war. This is the fame count Saxe, who had 
afterwards the honour to be chofen duke of 
Courland, and who wanted nothing but power to 
put himfelf in pofTefTion of the moft inconteflible 
right which any man can have to fovereignty, I 
mean the unanimous confent of the people. la 
fine, this is the man who hath fince acquired a 
more folid glory by faving France at the battle of 
Fontenoy, conquering Flanders, and meriting the 
character of the greateft general of the age. He 
commanded a regiment at Gadefbuih, and had a 
horfe killed under him. I have heard him fay, 
that all the Swedes kept their ranks ; and that, 
even after the viAory was gained, and the fidl 
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lines of thefe brave troops faw their enemies lying 
dead at their feet, there was not fo much as a 
fingle Swede that durfl (loop ta ftrip them, till 
prayers had been read in the field of battle ; fo- 
inflexibly did' they adhere to that ftridl difcipline 
which their king had taught them. 

After the vidlory, Steinbock, remembring that 
the jbanes had laid Stade in alhes, refolved to re- 
taliate on Altena, a town belonging to the king 
of Denmark. Altena (lands below Hamburg, ott 
the banks of the Elbe, which can convey fhips of 
confiderable burthen into its harbour. The king 
of Denmark had indulged this town with many 
privileges, Jioping to make it, one day, a place of 
great trade ; and indeed the induftry of the inha- 
bitants, encouraged by the prudent meafures of 
the king, had already raifed them to fuch opu- 
lence, that Altena began to be reckoned in thr 
number of rich and commercial cities. Hamburg 
grew jealous of this rival in trade, and earneftly 
wifhed for its deftruftion. When Steinbock came 
in fight of Altena, he fent a trumpet to acquaint 
the inhabitants that they might retire with as 
many of their efFeds as they could carry off, for 
that he meant to raze their town to the foun- 
dation. 

The magiflrates came and threw themfelves at 
his feet, and offered him an hundred thoufand 
crowns by way of ranfom. Steinbock demanded 
two hundred thoufand. The inhabitants begged 
that they might have time at leaft, to fend to 
their correfpondents at Hamburg, affuring him 
that next day the money Ihould be paid him ; but 
the Swedilh general replied, that they mud 
give it inflantly, or be would immediately fet AU 
tena in fiaxQcs. 

Hit 
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His troops were already in the fuburbs, with 
torches in their hands. The town had no other 
defence but a poor wooden gate, and a ditch al- 
ready filled up. The wretched inhabitants were 
therefore obliged to ^eave their houfes at mid- 
night, on the ninth of January 17 13. The ri- 
gour of thf (eafon, which was then exceffive, was 
fiill further increafed by a ftrong north- wind, 
which ferved at once to fpread the flames through 
the town with greater violence, and to render the 
roiferies of the poor people, who were expofed iu 
the open fields, the more intolerable. Men and 
women, weeping and wailing, and bending under 
their heavy loads, fled to the neighbouring hills, 
which were covered with fnow. The palfied old 
men wer^ tranfported on the fhoulders of the ^ 
jroung. Some women, newly delivered, fled with 
their tender babes in their arms, and pcrifhed to- 
gether on the naked rock, turning their languifhing 
eyes towards their dear country, which was now 
wrapt in flames. The Swedes fct fire to the town, 
befbre the inhabitants had entirely It ft it. The 
conflagration continued from midnight till ten in 
the morning. The houfes being moftly of wood, 
were entirely confumed ; and next day there was 
not the lead veftige of a town remaining. 

The aged, the fick, and women of tended con- 
flitutions, who had lodged on the fnow while 
their houfes were in flames, at laft made a fliift 
to crawl to the gates of Hamburg, where they 
befought the inhabitants to receive them within 
the walls, and thereby to fave their lives. But 
this favour was denied them, becaufe fome con- 
tagious diftempers were known lately to have 
raged in Altena ; and the Hamburgers had not fo 
ereat a regard for the inhabitants, as to run the riik 
. P4 ^^ 
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of having their own town infeded by admitting 
fuch dangerous guefts. Thus the greateft pait of 
thefe unhappy people expired under the walls of 
Hamburgh calling on heaven to wttnefs the bar- 
barity of the Swedes, and the ftill greater inhu- 
ananity of the Hamburgers. 

All Germany exclaimed againft this outrage. 
Tre minil^ers and generals of Poland and Den- 
mark wrote to count Steinbock» reproaching him 
with an ad of cruelty, committed without necef- 
fity,. and incapable of any excufe, which could 
not fail to provoke heaven and earth againft 
him. 

Steinbock replied, that he never would hav« 
pulhed matters to fuch extremities, had it not 
been with a view to teach the enemies of the king 
his mafier not to make war, for the future, likt 
barbarians, but to pay fome regard to the laws 
of nations ; that they had filled Pomerania with 
their cruelties, laid wade that beautiful province^ 
and fold near an hundred thoufand of its inhabi- 
tants to the Turks ; and that the torches which 
had laid Altena in afhes were no more than juft 
reprifals for the red- hot bullets which had de- 
ftrc yed Stade. 

Such was the implacable refentment with which 
the Swedes and their enemies carried on the war. 
Had Charles appeared in Pomerania at this time, 
he might poflibly have retrieved his ruined for- 
tune. His armies, though removed at fo great 
a diAance from hisperfon, were Aill animated by 
his fpirit; but the abfence of a prince is always 
prciuJicial to his affairs, and hinders his fubjcds 
from making the proper ufe of their vidories. 
Steinbock loh by piece- meal what he had gained 
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hy thofe iignal adions, which, at a happier juoc* 
ture« would have been decifive. 

Vidorious as he was, he could oof prevent the 
junQion of the Rullians, Danes, and Saxons. 
The combined army of thefe allies feized upon his 
quarters. He loft ibme troops in feveral littlo 
skirmiihes. Two thoufand of his men were drown- 
ed in pafling the Eider, as they were going to 
their winter-quarters in Holftein ; and all thefe 
loiTes, in a country furrounded on every fide by 
powerful enemies, were utterly irreparable. 

He endeavoured to defend the dutchy of Hoi- 
ilein againft the Danes ; but, notwithftanding all 
his prudent meafures and vigorous efforts, the 
country was lod, his whole army ruined, and 
himfelf taken prifoner. 

Pomerania, all but Stralfund, the ifle of Ru- 
gen, and feme neighbouring places, being left 
defencelefs, became a prey^to the allies, and was 
fequcftered in the hands of the king of Pruflia. 
Bremen was filled with Danifh garrifons. At the 
fame time, the Ruffians over-ran Finland and 
beat the Swedes, who, being now difperfed and 
inferior in point of number, btrgan to lofe that 
fuperiority over their enemies which they had 
poffeffed at the commencement of the war. 

To complete the misfortunes of Sweden, the 
king refolved to (lay at Demotica, and ftill flat- 
tered him(elf with the delufivc hopes of obtaining 
affiftance from the Turks, in whom he ought no 
longer to have repofed any confidence. 

Ibrahim Molla, that bold vizier, who had been 
fo obftinately bent on a war with the Ruflians, 
in oppofitioo. to the favourite, was ffrangled ia 
one of the parages of the fera jVio. 

Ds •IXJ* 
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The place of vizier was become fi> dangerous^ 
that oo one would venture to accept of it ; and 
of conleqaence it continued vacant for fix months* 
At laft the favourite. All Coumourgi, aflumed the 
title of grand vizier. This meafure gave a &tal 
blow to all the hopes of the king of Sweden, wh» 
knew Coumourgi fo much the better, that he 
bad really been obliged to him for fome friendly 
offices, when the interefl of the fiivourke and that 
of his majefly happened to coincide. 

Charles had now been eleven months at De- 
raotica, buried in (loth and oblivion. This ex* 
treme indolence fucceeding fo fuddenly to the moft 
violent exercifts, had at laft given him the difeafe 
which he had formerly feigned. The report of 
fiis death was fpread over all Europe. The coun« 
dl of regency, which he had eftablHhed at Stock- 
holm when he left his capital, no longer received 
any difpatches from him. The fenate came in a 
body to the princefs Ulrica Eleonora, the king's 
fiftcr, and entreated her to take the regency into 
her own hands, during her brother's abfence. 
She accepted the propofal ; but finding that the 
fenate intended to force her to make a peace with 
the czar and the king of Denmark, and well 
knowing that her brother would never approve of 
fuch a meafure, (he refigned the regency, and 
wrote a full and circumftaniial account of the 
whole matter to the king, in Turky. 

Charles received his filler's packet at Demotica. 
The arbitrary principles which he had fucked in 
with his mother's milk, maJe him forget that 
Swedcfi had formerly been a f;ce ftate, and that, 
in ancient times, the management of public af- 
£iiri was conducted by the king and fenate, in 

coa« 
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conjun^on. He conddered that refpeftable body 
as no better than a parcel of menial fcrvants, who 
wanted to ufurp the command of tlvc houfe in 
their mailer's abfence. He wrote to them, that if 
they pretended to aflume the reins of government, 
he would fend them one of his boots, from which 
he would oblige them to receive their orders* 

To prevent, therefore, thefe attempts (as he 
thought them) upon his authority in Sweden^ and 
to defend his kingdom now in the lad extremity, 
deprived of all hopes of affidance from the Otto- 
man Porte, and relying on himfelf alone, he Cg- 
nified to the grand vizier his defire of departing, 
and returning by the way of Germany. 

M. Defaleurs, the French ambaffador, who was 
charged with the affairs of Sweden, made the pro- 
pofal. ** Well, (fays the vizier to count Defa- 
leurs) did not I tell you, that in lefs than a year 
the king of Sweden would beg it as a favour, to 
be allowed to depart ? Tell him he may either go 
or ftay as he pleafes ; but let him come to a fixtd 
Fefblution, and appoint the day of his departure, 
that he may not again bring us into fuch another 
fcrape as that of Bender." 

Count Defaleurs foftened the harlhnefs of this 
anfwer, when he rejjorted it to the king. The 
day was accordingly fixed. But, before he would 
quit Turky, Charles refolved to difplay the pomp 
of a great king, though involved in all the difH-* 
culties of a fugitive prince. He gave Grothufen 
the title of his ambaffador extraordinary, and fent 
him with a retinue of eighty perfons, all richly 
dreffed, to take his leave in form at the Porte. 

The fplendour of this embaffy was only ex- 
ceeded by the meannefs of the Ihifts whkh the 
D 6 kins 
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king WIS obliged to employ, in order to collefl a 
fum of monej fufficieot to defray the expcnce 
of it. 

M. Defaleurs lent him forty thoufand crowni. 
Grothufen had agents at Confiantinople, who 
borrowed in his name, ar the rate of fifty ftr 
€iM/, intere(l» a thoufand crowns of a Jew» two 
hundred piiloles of an EngUfli merchant, and a 
thoufand livres of a Turk. 

By thefe means they procured wherewithal to 
enable them to ad the fplendid farce of the Swe- 
dilhembafly before the divan. Grothufen received 
at the Porte all the honours that are ufually paid 
to ambafladors extraordinary on the day of their 
audience. The delign of all this parade was only 
to obtain money firom the grand vizier ; but that 
sniniller was inexorable. 

Grothufen made a propofal for borrowing a 
million from the Porte. The vizier anfwered 
coldly, that his mader knew how to give, when 
he thought proper ; but that is was beneath hit 
dignity to lend : that the king fhould be fupplied 
with plenty of every thing neceflary for his jour- 
ney, in a manner worthy of the pcrfon that ient 
him back ; and that the Porte, perhaps, might 
even make him a prefent in gold b illion, though 
he would not have him depend upon it for cer- 
tain. 

At laft, on the fir ft day of Odober 17 14, the 
king of Sweden fet out on his journey. A capigt 
baflia, with fix chiaoux, came to attend him from 
ihc cartlc of Dcmirtafli, uhere he had rcTided for 
fome days part. The baflia prefented him, in the 
name of ihc grand ftignior, with a large tent of 
fcaik't embroidered with gold^ a Ubrc whofe 

handle 
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handle was fet with jewels, and eight beautiful 
Arabian horfes, with fine faddles, and flirrups of 
qiafly gold. It is not beneath the dignity of hif- 
tory to obferve, that the Arabian groom» who 
took care of the horfes, gave the king an account 
of their genealogy jv a cuftom which hath long 
prevaiiled among thcfe people, who feem to be 
more attentive to the nobility of horfes than of 
men ; which after all, perhaps^ is not fo unreaw 
ibnable, as thefe animals, if the breed is kept free 
from intermixture^ are never known to dege- 
nerate. 

The convoy confifted of fixty loaded waggons, 
and three hundred horfe. The capigi baflia being 
informed that feveral Turks had lent money to 
the king of Sweden's attendants at ah immode- 
rate interefty told his majefty that ufury was for- 
bid by the Mahometan law ; he therefore en- 
treated him to liquidate all thefe debts, and to 
order his refident at Conftantinople to pay no 
more than the capital. *' No, (fays the king) if 
any of my fervants have given bills for an hun- 
dred crowns, 1 will pay them, though they fhouid 
not even have received ten," 

He made a propofal to his creditors to follow 
him, aflTuring them at the fame time, that he 
would not only pay their debts, but likewife in- 
demnify them for the expence of the journey. 
Several of them went to Sweden ; and Grothufcn 
was commiiiioned to fee them paid. 

In order to fhew the greater deference to their 
royal gueft, the Turks made him travel by very 
fliort ftages ; but this flow and refpedlful motion 
was ill-fuited to the impatient fpirit of the king. 
During the journey, he got up at three in the 
morning, according to his ufual cuAom* As foon 
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as he was dreffed, he went himfelf and awakenecf 
the capigi and chiaoux, and began to march in 
the dark. The Turkifh gravity was affronted 
with this new manner of travelling ; but Charles 
took pleafure in making them uneafy, and faid» 
that he (hould at leaft be a little revenged on^ 
them, for their behaviour to him at Bender. 

About the time that Charles reached the fron- 
tiers of Turky, Staniflaus was leaving them, tho' 
by a different road, and going into Germany, 
with a ^iew of retiring into the dutchy of Deux* 
Fonts, a province bordering on the palatinate o€ 
Alface and the Rhine, and which has belonged to 
the kings of Sweden ever iince Charles X. the 
fuccefTor of ChrifHna, united it to his crown. 
Charles afligned Staniflaus the revenue of this 
dutchy, which was then valued at about feventy 
thoufand crowns. Such was the final refult of fo 
many projedls, wars, and expectations ! Staniflaus 
both could and would have concluded an advan* 
tageous treaty with Augullus, had not the in« 
flexible obflinacy of Charles made him lofe his 
lands and real eflate in Poland, in order to pre« 
fei*ve the empty title of king. 

This prince continued to reflde in the dutchy 
of Deux- Fonts till the death of Charles XII. when 
that province returning to a prince of the Fa- 
latine family, he chofe to retire to Wiffemburg, 
a place belonging to the French in Alface. M. 
Sum, Auguftus's envoy, entered a complaint on 
this head to the duke of Orleans, regent of France. 
The duke made him this remarkable anfwer-: 
•* Sir, let the king your mailer know, that France 
hath never rchifcdan afylum to kings in cJiftrefsJ* 

When the king of Sweden arrived on the fron- 
tiers of Germany, he had the pleafure to hear, 

that 
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.tliat the emperor had given ftrift orders to receive 
him in every part of his dominions with a be^ 
coming magnificence. The towns and villages 
through which the quarter-roaflers had previoufly 
fixed his route, made great preparations for re- 
ceiving him ; every one burned with impatience 
to fee this extraordinary man, whofe vidories and 
misfortunes, whofe mod trifling actions, and even 
his keeping his bed» had made fo great a noife ia 
Europe and Ada. But Charles had no inclination 
to bear the fatigue of all this pomp and pageantry, 
or to exhibit as a public fpedacle the prifoner of 
Bender. On the contrary, he had refolved never 
to re-enter Stockholm, until he (hould have re^ 
paired his lofTcs by a change of fortune. 

As foon as he arrived at Targowitz, on the con- 
fines of Tranfilvania, he took leave of his Turkifb. 
convoy ; and then afTembling his attendants in a 
barn, he told them not to give themfelves any 
concern about him, but to proceed with all pof^ 
fible expedition to Stralfund in Pomerania, on the 
coafl of the Baltick, diftant from Targowitz about 
three hundred leagues. 

He took nobody with him but two officers, 
Rofen and During, and parted chearfully with the 
reft of his attendants, who were filled with aflo* 
nifhment, forrow, and apprehenfion. By way of 
difguife, he put on a black wig, concealing his 
own hair, which he always wore underneath it, ^ 
gold laced hat, a grey coat, and blue cloak, and 
afTuming the name of a German officer, rode poft 
with his two fellow-travellers. 

He (hunned, as much as pofUble, the territo- 
ries of his fecret or declared enemies, taking the 
road through Hungary, Moravia, Auftria, Bava- 
ria, Wirtemberg, the Falatiflate, Weilphalia, anc} 

Meek- 
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Mecklenburg ; by whicb means be almoft madd 
the complete tour of Germany, and lengthened 
his journey by one half. Having rode the whole 
fird day, without intermiflion, young During, 
who was not fo much inured to thefe exceflive fa- 
tigues, fainted away as he was difmounting. The 
king, who was determined not to halt a moment 
by the road, asked During as foon as he had re- 
covered, how much money he had ? " About a 
thoufand crowns in gold," replies During. " Then 
give me one half of it, (fays the king) I fee you 
are not able to follow me, I fhall finilh the jour- 
ney by myfelf." During begged he would be (6 
good as to tarry but for three hours, afTuring 
him, that by that time he fhould be able to re- 
mount his horfe and attend his majelly, and en- 
treated him to refled on the imminent dangers to 
which he would expofe himfelf by travelling alone. 
The king was inexorable. He made him give him 
the five hundred crowns, and called for horfes. 
During, ftanlcdat thisrefolution, bethought him- 
felf of an innocent ftratagem. He took the poft- 
mafler afide, and pointing to the king: «• This 
gentleman (fa>s he) is my coufm : we are going 
together upon the fame bufinefs; he fees that I 
am indifpoftd, and )et he will not wait for me but 
for ihree hours: pray, give him the worft hor'ein 
your flable; and let n\e have a chariot, or pod- 
chaifc." 

He dipt two ducats into the poft-mafter's hand, 
^ho punt^ually obeyed his oiders. 1'he king had 
a l.m»e aiid relHve hone, upi>n which he fci out 
alone a: ttn at nir^hr, amidll darkiief^, fnow, 
fkind, and rain, llh felicvk trastllci, after hav- 
ing llept a few hours, began to ftll<..w him in a 
^turiot, «ith gooU borics. He bad not rode many 

milc5. 
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ibiles, when, at day-break, he overtook the king» 
who not being able to make his bead move on^ 
was travelling on foot to the next flage. 

Charles was obliged to get into During's chaife, 
where he flcpt upon the ftraw. Thus they 
continued the journey without intermiffion, by 
day on horfeback, and deeping by night in a 
chaife^ 
• Having travelled for fixteen days^ during which 
they had mere than once been in danger of being 
taken, they arrived at laft, on the twenty-firft of 
November 17 14, at the gates of Stralfund, about 
one in the morning. 

The king called out to the centinel, and told 
him that he was a courier difpatched from Turky 
by the king of Sweden, and that he muft imme- 
diately fpeak with general l^ucker, the governor. 
The centinel faid that it was too late ; that the 
governor was gone to bed; and that he mull 
wait till break of day. 

The king replied, that he came upon bufineft 
of importance, and that, if they did not inflantly 
go and awaken the governor, they fhould all be 
punifhed next morning. At lad a ferjeant went 
and called up the governor. Ducker imagined 
that it might poflibly be one of the king's gene« 
rals : the gates were opened ; and the courier in- 
troduced into the governor's chamber. 

Ducker, who was Aill half afleep, asked him ; 
^< What news of the king of Sweden ?" The king, 
taking him by the arm, •• What, (fays he to 
Ducker) have my moft faithful fubjeds forgot 
me ?*' The governor recoUedled the king, though 
he could not believe his own eyes ; and jumping 
out of bed, embraced his mailer's knees with 
tears of joy. The news of this happy event were 

fpfcad 
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Ipread through the town in a moment. Efeiy 
body got up. The foldiers flocked about the go* 
Ternor's houie. The ftreets were crouded with 
people, asking each other, whether the king wat 
really come. AU the windows were illuminated, 
and the conduits ran with wine, amidil the blaze 
of a thoufand flambeaus, and the repeated dtf- 
charges of the arBllery. 

'Mean while the king was put to bed, which 
was more than he had been for fixteen days be- 
fore. His legs were fo much fwollen with the 
great fatigue he had undergone, tUat, inflead of 
pullmg, they were obliged to cut off his boots. 
As he had neither linnen nor cloaths, they imme* 
dfately furniflied him with fuch a wardrobe as the 
town could afford. After he had flept a few 
hours, he rofe and went diredly to review hi» 
troops, and yiflt his fortifications. And that very 
day, he diipatched orders into all parts, for re- 
newing the war againfl hb enemies mirh greater 
Tigour than ever. All thefe particulars, which. 
are fo coofiilent with the extraordinary charader 
of Charles XII. were firfl communicated to me by 
M. Fabricius, and afterwards confirmed by count 
Croiffy, ambaflador to the king of Sweden. 

Europe was now in a condition very different 
from that in which it was when Charles left it, 
in 1709. 

The war which had fo long raged in the South, 
that is, in Germany, England, Holland, France, 
Spain, Portugal and Italy, was now at an end. The 
general peace which fuccceded was owing to fbme 
private intrigues in the court of England. Tlie 
earl of Oxford, an able mioifter, and lord Bo- 
lingbroke, one of the greateft geniufes, and one 
•f the Doft eloquent oraton of the age, bad got 

the 
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the better of the duke of Marlborough, and pre- 
vailed upon the queen to make a peace with Lewis 
XIV. France being no longer at war with £ng« 
land, foon obliged the other powers to come to 
an accommodation. 

Philip V. thegrandfon of Lewis XIV. began to 
reign in peace over the ruins of the Spanim mo* 
narchy. The emperor of Germany, now become 
mailer of Naples and Flanders, was firmly efla- 
blifhed in his vaft dominions : and Lewis XIV. 
&emed to aim at nothing higher than to finiih his 
long career of glory by a peaceable end. 

Anne, queen of England, died on the tenth: 
of Auguf^ 17149 hated by half the nation, for 
having given peace to fo many kingdoms. Her • 
brother, James Stewart, an unhappy prince, ex- 
cluded from the throne almofl at his birth, not 
being in England at that time to claim the fuc« . 
ceflion, which new laws would have conferred upon 
him, if his party could have prevailed ; George I. 
eled^r of Hanover, was unanimoufly acknow- 
kdged king of Great Britain. The throne de- 
volved to that eledor not by right of blood, tho* 
defcended from a daughter of James, but by vir- 
tue of an a6l of parliament. 

George, advanced in years when he was called 
to reign over a people whofe language he did not 
underftand, and to whom he was an utter (Iran- 
ger, he confidered himfelf rather as elector of 
Hanover than king of England. All his ambition 
was to aggrandize his German dominions. He 
commonly went once a-year to vifit his hereditary 
fubjefts, by whom he was. adored. In other re- 
fpeds, he took more pleafure in living like a pri- 
vate man, than like a mighty fovereign. Tho 
pomp of royalty appeared to him an |infupport^ 

ablo 
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able burden. He paffed his time with a few old 
courtiers, with whom he lived in great familiarity. 
He was not the king that made the greatefl figure 
in Europe; but he was one of the wifeft prihces 
of the age, and perhaps the only one that knew 
how to enjoy on a throne the pleafures of friend- 
ihip and private life. Such were the principal 
nonarchsy and fuch the iituation of the fouth of 
Europe. * 

The revolutions that happened in the North 
were of another nature. The kings in that part 
of the world were engaged in war, and leagued 
together againd the king of Sweden. 

Augudus had been long reilored to the throne 
of Poland by the afllflance of the czar, and with 
the joint confent of the emperor of Germanyy of 
Anne of England, and of the dates-general, who, 
though guarantees of the treaty of Altranftad, 
when Charles XII. was able to impofe laws, 
thought themfelvcs abfolved from that obligation, 
when they had nothing more to fear from him. 

But Augudus did not enjoy an undidurbed au- 
thority. No fooncr was he redored to the throne, 
than the people's apprehenfion^of arbitrary power 
began to revive. The whole nation was in arms 
to oblige him to conform to the pa^a con'venta, a 
facred contradl between the king and people, who 
feemed to have recalled their fovercign for no other 
purpofe than to declare war againd him. In the 
beginning of thefe troubles, the name of Stanif- 
laus was not once mentioned : his party teemed 
to be annihilated ; and the Poles retained no 
other remembrance of the king of Sweden than 
as of a torrent, which, in the violence of its 
courfe, had occafioned a temporary change in the 
face ofDataro. 
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Pultowa* and the abfence of Charles XII. hacf 
occaiioned the fall not only of Staniflaus, but alfo 
of the duke of Holftein, Charles's nephew, who 
had lately been defpoiled of his dominions by 
the king of Denmark. The king of Sweden had 
had a fincere regard for the father, and, of con- 
fequence, could not fail to be deeply affedted with 
the misfortunes of the fon ; the rather, as, glory 
being the end of all his adtions, the fall of thofe 
princes whom he had either made or reftored, gave 
him as much pain as the lofs of his own pro- 
vinces. 

Every one was at liberty to enrich himfelf with 
the ruins of Charles's fortune. Frederick William, 
the new king of Pruflia, who feemed to be as fond 
of war as bis father had been of peace, was the 
firft who put in for his (hare of the fpoils. He 
feized Stetin and part of Pomerania, as an equi- 
valent for four hundred thoufand crowns which he 
had advanced to the czar and the king of Den- 
mark. George, eledlor of Hanover, now be- 
come king of England, bad likewife fequeftered 
into his hands the dutchy of Bremen and Verden, 
which the king of Denmark had alTigned to him 
as a depofit for (ixty thoufand pifloles^. In this 
manner were divided the fpoils of Charles XI f. 
and whoever poffefled any of his dominions as 
pledges, became, from their felfifh and intereAed 
views, as dangerous enemies as thofe who had 
taken them from him. 

• The £n|;li(h parliament afterwards granted a fani of 
money to complete the purchafe; and thui Bremen and 
Verden were fecured to the houfe of Hanover. Tliis ac- 
qaiiition may be coniidered as the firft knk of that political 
«hain by which Great Briuia hath bctn diaL^^<^d V>^0&. veA 
£M/i bouad to the contintnu 
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With regard to. the czar, he was donbtlefi the 
moft formidable of all his enemies. His former 
loffes, his vidories, his very faults, his unremitted 
perfeverance in acquiring knowlege, and in com- 
municating that knowlege to his fubjeds, and his 
incefTant labours, had juftly entitled him to the 
character of a great man. Riga was already taken; 
Livonia, Ingria, Carelia, half of Finland, and all 
the provinces that had been conquered by Charles's 
anceftors, were now fubjeded to the Ruffian yoke, 

Peter Alexiowitz, who, twenty years before, 
liad not a fingle vefTel in the Baltick, now faw 
himfelf mailer of thofe feas, with a fleet of thirty 
fliips of the line. 

One of thefe (hips had been built by his own 
hands. He was the beft carpenter, the befl ad- 
miral, and the beft pilot in the North. There 
was not a difficult paffage from the gulph of 
Bothnia to the Ocean, which he had not founded. 
And» having thus joined the labours of a common 
failor to the curious experiments of a philofopher, 
and the grand defigns of an jcmperor, he arrived, 
by degrees and a courfe of vidlories, to the rank 
of admiral, in the fame manner as he had become 
a general in the land-fervice. 

While prince Galliczen, a general formed un- 
der his aufpices, and one of thofe who feconded 
his enterprizes with the greatcft vigour, com- 
pleated the redudlion of Finland, took the town 
of Vafa, and beat the Swedes, the emperor put 
to fea, in order to attempt the conqueft of Aland, 
an idand in the Baltick, about twelve leagues 
from Stockholm. 

He fet out on this expedition in the beginning 
of July 1714, while his rival Charles XII. was 
keeping his bed at Demotica. He embarked at 

Chron- 
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Cronflot» an harbour which he had built a few 
years before, about four miles from Peterfburg. 
The new harbour, the fleet, the oflicers, the fau 
lors, were all the work of his own hands ; and 
wherever he turned his eyes, he could behold no- 
thing but what he himfelf had, in fome meafure» 
created. 

On the fifteenth of July, the Ruilian fleet, con- 
fiding of thirty fhips of the line, eighty gallies, 
and an hundred half-gallies, reached the coafl of 
Aland. On board of thefe fhips were twenty 
thoufand ibldiers : admiral Apraxin was comman- 
der in chief; and the Ruillan emperor ferved as 
rear-admiral. On the fixteenth the Swedifh fleet, 
commanded by vice-admiral Erinchild, came up 
with the enemy ; and, though weaker than them 
by two thirds, maintained a fight for the fpace of 
three hours. The czar attacked the admiral's 
ihip, and took her after a fharp engagement. 

The fame day he landed fixteen thoufand men 
on the ifle of Aland ; and baving taken a number 
of Swedifli foldiers, that had not been able to get 
on board of Erincheld's fleet, he carried them ofl^ 
in his own fliips. He returned to his harbour of 
Cronflot with Eiincheld's large (hip, three others 
of a lefs fize, one frigate, and fix gallies, all 
which he had taken in the engagement. 

Fronri Cronflot he Cet fail for PeterAurg, fol- 
lowed by his own vidorious fleet, and the fliips 
he had taken from the enemy. On his arrival at 
Peterfl)urg, he was fainted by a triple difcharge of 
a^ 'hundred and fif|y pieces of cannon. He then 
made a triumphant entry, which flattered his va-. 
nity iVill more than that at Mofcow, as he received 
tbefe honours in his favourite city, a place where 
but ten years before there was not a Angle hut, 
5 *^^ 
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and where now there were thirty-four thoafiind , 
five hundred houfes; in a word/ as he faw him* 
ielf at the head not only of a victorious navy, but 
what is more, of the firft Ruffian fleet that had 
ever appeared in the Baltick, and amidft the ac- 
clamations of a people, to whom, before his 
time, the very name of a fleet was not b much 
as known. 

The entry into Peteriburg was accopapanied 
with much the fame ceremonies as that into Mof- 
cow. The Swedifh vice-admiral was the chief or« 
nament of this new triumph. Peter Aleztowitx 
appeared in theprocefiion as rear-admiral. A Ruf« 
fian iiobieman, called Romanodowlky, who com- 
snonly reprefented the czar on thefe iblemn ocou*' 
lions, was feated on a throne, furrounded with 
ftnators.. To this nobleman the rear-admiral 
prefented an account of his vidtory ; and, in re- 
ward of his fervices, was declared vice-admiraL 
An odd ceremony, but extremely neceflary, in a 
tbuntry where military fubordination was one of 
the novelties which the czar wanted to introduce. 

The emperor of Ruflia, now vidtorious over the 
Swedes by Tea and land, and having afiifled in 
expelling them from Poland, began to domi- 
neer there in his turn. He aded as mediator 
between Auguftus and the republic; a glory, 
perhaps, not inferior to that of creating a king. 
This honour, and, inded, all the good fortune of 
Charles, had fallen to the (hare of the czar ; who, 
it muft be owned, made a better ufe of thefe ad- 
vantages ; for all his fuccelTes were fo managed, 
as to contribute to the interell of his country, if 
he took a town, the bed artifans in it carried 
their families and their indudry to Peteriburg. 
The manufadlures, the arts and faiences of the 

pro- 
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'provinces which he conquered from Sweden, were 
tranj|>prted into Mufcovy. Thus were his -domi- 
nions enriched by his vidiories ; a circuftiflance 
that makes him the mod excufeable of all con- 
querors. 

Sweden, on the contrary, defpoiled of almoft 
all her foreign provinces, had neither com- 
x&etce, money, nor credit. Her veteran troops, 
which were formerly fo formidable, had either 
fallen in battle, or perilhed with hunger. Up- 
wards of an hundred thoufand Swedes -were flaves 
in the vaft dominions of the czar;- and near the 
fiune number had been fold to the Turks Mid 
Tartars. The human fpecies feemed vifibly to 
decline in the country ; but the king's arrival at 
Stralfund infpired them with frelh hopes. 

The refpe6t and admiration which they had 
formerly entertained for his lacred perfon, were 
fiill fo ftrongly rivetted in the minds of hi» 
iubjedls, that the youth came from the country in 
crowds, and voluntarily offered to enliil, though 
there was not a fufficicnt number of hands left to 
cultivate the lands. 
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CHARLES XII. 

Kino of SWEDEN. 
BOOK VIII. 

The contents. 

Charlrs gives his fiAcrin marringe to the princt 
of Hesse*, is bcficged in Stralsund, and 
efcapes to Sweden. Schemes of baron de 
GoRTZ, his prime miniikr. Plan of a recon- 
ciliation with the Czar, and of a defccnt upon 
England. Chari.es bcficgcs FRE»ERicsHALt» 
in Norway: is killed: his chara^kr. Gortk 
Is beheaded. 

T N tlic midft of thtfc preparation*?, the king 
^ givc his only Airvlving fiftcr, Uliica hlcorjora, 
in maniaj^e to Kicdcrick prince of HcUcCaird. 
'llic qntcn downj'cr, grandmorher of Charles XH. 
and ilicpjin i JV, and tlicn in th«: '.igluitin year 
of lur :i;, •, ii;d ilit I'.onours ot thf; lahlc at this 
f( 1 •'. I i'.', which v\as celebrated on tiic fourth of 
/;iil 1715. inihciiala«coj"biut*who]m j where (lie 
died iuoa after. 

The 
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The marriage wat not honoured with the pre- 
fifnce of the king, who wat rhen employed iri 
fiofihing the forti^cationi of Stralfund, a place ot 
great importance, and threatened with a (Ifge by 
the kingf of rrulTia and Denmark. Ncvcrihcleff 
he made hii brothcr-tn-law generaliHimo of all hit 
ibrccf in Sweden. This prince had fcrved the 
ftates general in their wan with the French, and 
wa« eiteemtd a good general; a qualification 
which contributed not a little to procure him the 
filler of Charlei Xll. in marriage. 

Charlcf'n miifortunet now came at thick upoit 
him ai hii vi^toticf had formerly done. In the 
month of June 1715, the German troopi of the 
king of England, with thofe of Denmark, invcfled 
the (Irong town of Wifmar, while the conibincd 
army of the Danei and Saxoni , atuotmting to thirty- 
fix thouCand men, marched towards Sfralfund, to 
form the fiege of that place. The kings of Pruffia 
and Denmark funk five SwediAi ttu^% a liitlc off 
Stralfund. The czar was then in the Baltick, 
with twenfy large (hips of war, and an hundred 
and fifty tranfportf, on board of which were thirty 
thoufand men* He threatened a dcfcent tiport 
Sweden; one while approaching the coaft of 
Helfimburg, and at another appearing!; b<rfore 
Stockholm. All Sweden was in arms uporr the 
coaftf, and every moment expedled an invafion.- 
At the fame thnc the czarS land forces drove 
the Swedes from poft'to poft, until they had iWC- 

{>ofle(red them of all the places they held in Fin- * 
at)d, towards the j^ulph of Bothtiia. But Peter 
pulhed his conquefts no farther. 

At the mouth of the Oder, a river that dividcf 
Pomcrania in two, artd after wafliing the wills of 
Stctia fidlf into tbc Balticki I'let the Uu\% n<^^ 
E a ^"^ 
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ofUredom, a place of great importance on ««. 
count of its fituation, commanding tlie Oder both 
on the right and left; fo that whoever is mailer 
of the ifland is likewife mailer of the navigation 
of the river. The king of Pruflia had diflodged 
the Swedes from this place, and taken poifeflion 
of it as well as of Stetin, which he kept fequef- 
tered, and all, as he pretended, ** For the fake of 
peace." The Swedes had retaken Ufedom in 
May 17 1 5. They had two forts in the ifland; 
one of which was the fort of Suine, upon a branch 
of the Oder, that bore the fame name ; the other, 
a place of greater confequence, was called Penna- 
monder, and fituated upon another branch of that 
river. To defend thjfe two forts, and indeed the 
whole ifland, there were only two hundred and 
fifty Pomeranians, under the command of an old 
Swedifli officer, called Kuze-Slerp, a man whofe 
name deferves to be immortalized. 

On the fourth of Augufl, the king of Pruflia 
lent fifteen hundred foot and eight hundred dra- 
goons to make a defcent upon the ifland. They 
came and landed without oppofition near the 
fort of Suine, which being the leafl important 
of the two, the Swedifli commander abandoned 
it to the enemy; and as he could not fafely di- 
vide his men, he retired with his little company 
to the caftle of Pennamonder, determined to hold 
out to the lafl extremity. 

There was therefore a ncceflity of befleging it 
in form ; for which purpofe a train of artillery 
was embarked at Stetin, and the PniflTian troops 
were reinforced with a thoufand foot and four 
hundred horfe. On the eighteenth the trenches 
were opened in two places, and the fort was bri(k« 
^ battered with cannon and mortars, Durinj^ 

the 
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the fiege, a Swediih foldier, who was fent privately 
with a letter from Charles XII. found means to 
land on the ifland, and to flip into the fort. The 
letter he delivered to the commander. The pur- 
port was as follows : " Do not fire till the enemy 
come to the brink of the fofle. Defend the place 
to the laft extremity. I commend you to your 
good fortune. Charles." 

Slerp having read the note, refolved to obey, 
and to lay down his life, as he was ordered, for 
the fervice of his mailer. On the twenty-fecond 
at day-break the aflault was given. The befieged 
having kept in their fire till they faw the enemy 
on the brink of the fofTe, killed an immenfe num- 
ber of them. But the ditch was full, the breach 
large, and the aflailants too numerous; fo tliat 
they entered the cadle at two different places at 
once. The commander now thought of nothings 
but of felling his life dear, and obeying his raafter's 
orders. He abandoned the breaches through 
which the enemy entered ; intrenched his litrle 
company, who had alt the courage and fidelity to 
follow him behind a bad ion, and pofled ihem ia 
fuch a manner that they could not be furrounded. 
The enemy came up to him, and were greatly 
furprized that he did not afk for quarter. He 
fought for a complete hour ; and after having 
loft the half of his men, was at laft killed him- 
felf, together with his lieutenant and major. Upon 
this, the furviving few, amounting to an hur4dred 
foldiers and one officer,* begged their lives, and 
were made prifoners of war. Charles's letter was 
found in the commander's pocket, and carried to 
the king of Pruffia. 

At the time that Charles lofl Ufedom, and the 
deighbottring ides, which were quickly 'uk^tv% 
- E 1 Nt>caa 
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while Wifmar was ready to furrender; and Swed^iy 
deftitute of a fleet, was daily threatned with aa 
invafion ; he himfelf was in Stralfund, befieged 
by an army of thirty-fix thoufand men. 

Stralfund, a town famous over all Europe for 
the {legQ which the king of Sweden fuilained 
there, is the ftrongeft place in Pomerania ; and 
IS fituated between the Baltick and the lake of 
Franken, near the flreights of Gella. , It is in* 
accelTible by land, except by a narrow caulewaj^ 
defended by a citadel, and by fortifications which 
were thought to be impregnable. There was in 
. it a garrifon of about nine thoufand men, and» 
what was more than all, the king of Sweden 
liimfclf. The kings of PrufTia and Denmark uo* 
dertook the (icge of this place, with an army of 
£x and thirty thoufand men, compofed of PruC» 
lians, Danes, and Saxons. 

The honour of beficging Charles XII. was ib 
powerful a motive, that they foon furmounted 
every obftaclc, and opened the trenches in the 
^ night between the nipieteenth and twentieth of 
Odober 1715. The king of S^veden declared, 
;.t: the beginning of the fu^gc, that for his own 
part, he could not comprehend, I>ow a place well 
fortified, and provided with a fufficient garrifon, 
could p)oflibly be taken. Not but that in the 
courfe of his pafl vidories he had taken feveral 
places himfelf, but hardly ever by a regular fiege. 
The terror of his arms carried all before it. 
BefideF, he never judged of other people by 
himfelf; but always entertained too low an opi- 
nion of his enemies. The bedegers carried on 
their works with furprifing vigour and refolution* 
and were greatly ai&Aed by a very Angular ac« 
cident. 

It 
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It is well known that the Baltick fea neither 
ebbs nor flows. The fortifications which covered 
the town, and which were defended on the weft 
by an impaflable tnorafs, and by the fea on the 
caft, feemed to be fecure from any afTault. It 
had hitherto cfc^ftd the obfervation of every one, 
that when the weft wind blows ftrong, the waves 
«f the Baltic are driven back in fuch a manner 
as to leave but three feet depth of water under 
fhe fortifications, which had always been fuppofed 
to be waftied by a branch of the fea, fo deep as 
to be utterly impaffable. A foldier having fallen 
from the top of the fortifications into the fea, was 
lurprifed to find a bottom ; and thinking that 
this difcovery might make his fortune, he deferted, 
and went to the quarters of count Wackerbarth, 
the Saxon general, to inform him that the fea 
was fordable, and that he might eafily penetrate 
to the Swedifh fortifications. It was not long 
before the king of Pruflia availed himfelf of tliis 
piece of intelligence. 

Next night about twelve o'clock, the weft 
wind ft ill continuing to blow, lieutenant colonel 
Kbppen entered the water, with eighteen hundred 
fnen. At the fame time two thoufand advanced 
upon the caufeway that led to the fort ; all ihe 
Pruflian artillery fired, and the Danes and Pruf- 
fians gave an alarm on the other fide. 

The Swedes thought they could eafily repulfe 
the two thoufand men whom they faw advancing 
with fo much apparent raihnefs upon the caufeway ; 
but all of a fudden, Koppen, with his eighteen 
hundred men entered the fort on the fide to- 
wards the fea. The Swedes, furrounded and fur- 
prifed, could make norefiftance; and the poft 
was canied after a terrible {laughter. Some of 
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the Swedes fled to the town ; the befiegers pur-- 
fucd them thither, and entered pell-mell aion^^ 
with the fugitives. Two officers and four Saxon 
foldiers were already on the draw-bridgey which 
the Swedes had jufl: time to raife;. Co that the 
n^en were taken». and the town faved for that 
time. 

There were found in the fort twenty-four pieces 
of cannon^ which were immediately turned againfl 
Stralfund. The fiege was pufhed withfuchvigous 
and refolution as this fuccefs could not^il. to in* 
fpire. The town was cannonaded and bombarded 
without intermiflion. 

Oppofite to Stralfund, in. the Baltic Sea, lies 
the ifle of Rugen> which ferves as a bulwark to 
that place, and into which the garrifon and citi* 
zens might have retired,, could they have found 
boats to tranfport them thither. This ifland was 
of the lad importance to Charles. He plainly 
perceived, that (hould it fall into the hands of the 
enemy, he would be immediately befieged both 
by fta and landv and perhaps reduced to Co great 
extremities, that he muft cither bury himfelf ia 
the ruins of Stralfund, or elfe become a prifbner 
to thofe very enemies whom he had fo long def- 
pifed, and upon whom he had impofed the moft 
fevere and rigorous terms. Hut notwithdanding 
thefe gloomy profpe^s, fuch was the wretched 
fituation of his affairs, that he had not been able 
to place a fufficient garrifon in Rugen, where, in 
effe£l, there were no more than two thoufand 
men. 

His enemies had been employed for three 
months pall in making all the neceffary prepa* 
rations for a defcent upon this ifland ; and having 
at UA finiihed a great number of boats, the prince 

of 
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of Anhalr, favoured by the gbodne(s of the wea- 
ther, landed twelve thou (and men upon Rugen, 
on the fifteenth of November. The king, who 
leemed to be every where prefent, was then iii 
the ifland, having lately joined his two thoufand 
men, who were intrenched near a fmall harbour, 
three leagues from the place where the enemy 
had landed. He put himfelf at the head of 
this little troop, and obferving the moll profciimi 
lilence, advanced at midnight towards the foe. 
The prince of Anhah had already entrenched 
his forces, a precaution which feemed altogether 
unneceffary. The inferior officers never dreamed 
of being, attacked the very firft night, as ihey 
imagined Charles to be at Stralfund ; but the 
prince of Anhalf, who well knew what incredible 
things Charles was capable of attempting, had 
caofed a deep fblTe to be funk, fenced with che* 
vaux de firife ; and indeed took all his meafures 
with as much circumf{>edion, as if he had had a 
fuperiorarmy to contend with. 

At two in the morning, Charles reached the- 
enemy's camp, without making the leafl noife. 
His Ibldiers faid to each other, ** Come let us^ 
pull up the chevaux de frife." Thefe words b^- 
ing overheard by the centinels, the alarm was 
infiantly given in the camp, and the enemy flood 
to their arms. The king, taking up the chevaux 
df frife, perceived a deep ditch before him. «' Ah t 
fays he, is it poffiWe ? this is more than I ex- 
pected." However this unexpefted event did not 
difconcert him. He was alike ignorant of ihe 
number of the enemy, and they of his. The 
darknefs of the ni^ht feemed to favour the bold- 
nefs of the attempt. He formed his refolurion 
ia a mocaent, and jumped mto the dhch, accom- 
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panied by the braveft of his men, and inftantly 
followed by all the reft. The chevaux de fnte, 
which H'cre prefently plucked up» the levelled 
earth, the trunks and branches of fuch trees is 
they could find, and the carcafes of the foldiers 
that were killed by random (hot, ferved for fiif- 
cines. The king, the generals, and the braveft 
cf the officers and foldiers, mounted upon the 
ihouiders of others, as in an affault. The fight 
began in the enemy's camp. The irrefiftible im- 
petuoilty of the Swedes foon threw the Danes 
and Pruflians into confuHon ; but the numbers 
were too unequally matched. After a keen dif* 
pure for a quarter of an hour, ihe Swedes were 
repulfcd, and obliged to rcpafs the fofle. The 
prirce of Anhalt purfued them into the plain, 
l^n!e thirking it was Charles XII. that fled before 
him. The unhappy monarch rallied his troops 
Ln the open firld, and the battle was renewed 
with equal fury on both fides. Grothufen, the 
kind's fivcurite, and ge:jeral DardoiF, fell dead at 
hi5 :=*.!. In the heat of the fi^ht Charles palTcd 
•>ver the body cf the latter, who was ftill breath- 
i)^ ; ar.d During, nho had accompanied him in 
hi'v-r.'::)- from TLrky to Siraifund, was killed 
y:::o:-: h:> fice. 

!n the midil cf the fray, a Danifh lieutenant, 
v.h:- "e nin:^e 1 have not been able to learn, knew 
>he k".::g ; and fcizlzig his {word with one hand, 
«v J Airh ih-j c:'*:fr dragging him by the hair, 
• • S\'T7Z :; _* : r ) ^ .; : ". '/, Ci\ s h r , cr y ^u arc a dt i i 
!!.-: ." The s.: jj jrew a plr.l ^rom his heir, 
^'i':, •*■ '. .!. '-:'- -.3':/, rnd it ar :i:e o.T::tr, who 
il'y A c:'* e v* _:.d :\c r.tx: n 3:r;i:ig. The name 
o; k . ? *^ :•:':, a '..J:: ::tt D-rt hid ;yrcrtJL:*crd, 
im.\.^.- .v ;.-{;.% a crj/^d ^/i ihz eacmy together. 

The 
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"The king was furrounded, and receired a mulket 
ftot bdow his left breaft. The wound, which he 
called a conhifion, was two fingers deep. Charles 
was on foo^ and in the mod imminent danger 
of either being killed or taken prifoncr. At that 
critical moment count Poniatowfki fought near 
Jiis majefty's perfon. He had faved his life at 
Pttltowa, and had now the good fortune to fave 
k oiice more in the battle of Rugen, by putting 
him on his horie. 

The Swedes retired to a part of the ifland called 
Altefcrra, where there was a fort, of which they 
were ftill makers. From thence the king pafled 
over to Stralfund, obliged to abandon his brave 
troops, who had fo couragcoufly afllfted him ire 
this daring enterprize, and who, two days after, 
were all made prifoners of war. 

Among the prifoners was that unhappy French 
regiment, compofed of the fiiattered remains of 
the battle of Hochftet, which had entered into 
the fervice of Auguftus, and afterwards into that 
of the king of Sweden. Moft of the foldiers 
were now incorporated into a new regiment, com- 
tnanded by the prince of Anhalt's fon, who was 
their fourth mafter. 

The commander of this wandering regiment 
in the ifle of Rugen was that fame count de Vil- 
klongue, who had fo nobly exppfed his life at 
Adrianople to ferve king Charles XII. He^ was 
taken prifoner, with his men, and but poorly re- 
warded in the fequel for all his fervices, labours, 
and fufferings. 

After all thefe prodigies of valour, which tended 

only to weaken his forces, the king (hufup in 

Stralfund, which was every moment in danger of 

being ftormed, behaved in much the fame man- 

£ 6 ntr 
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ner as he had done at Bender. Unapptlfed Iff 
fo many furrounding dangers^ he employed the 
day in making ditches and entrenchments behind 
the walls, and by night he fallied out upon the 
enemy. Mean while Stralfund was battered in 
breach : the bombs fell thick as hail upon the 
houfes, and half the town was reduced ta afbes. 
The citizens were fo far from complaining, that 
filled with the highed veneration for. their royal 
mafter, whofe vigilance, temperance, and couragf, 
they could not fufficiently admire, they were all 
become foldiers under him. They accompanied 
him in all his failles, and ferved him in place of a 
fecond garrifon. 

One day as the king was dictating fome letters 
to his fecretary, that were to be fent to Swedea» 
a bomb fell on the houfe, pierced the roof, and 
bunl near the royal apartment. One half of the 
iloor was (battered to pieces ; but the clofet in 
. which the king. was, being partly furrounded by a 
thick wall, received no damage ; and what was 
remarkably fortunate, none of the fplinters that 
^efv about in the air, came in at the clofet-door, 
which happened to be open. The report of the 
bomb, and the crafhing noife it occafioned in the 
houfe, which feemed ready to tumble about their 
cars, made the fecretary drop his pen. «* What 
is the reafon, fays the king, with great coropofure» 
that you do npt write ?" The poor fecretary could 
only bring out with a faultering voice ; •*The. 
the bomb, fir.** •* Well, replies the king, and 
what has the bomb to do with the letter 1 am 
diflaring ? Go on." 

There was, at that time, an ambalTador of 
France (hut up with Charles in Stralfund. This 
was one Culbertj count de Croiffy, a iieutcnant- 

g€- 
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i^geiferal in the French army, hrother to the marw 
quis de Torcy, the famous minifter of flate, anil 
a relation of the celebrated Colbert, whofe name 
-ought never to be forgotten in France. To fend 
a man on an embafly to Charles XII. or into 
trenches was much the fame. The king would 
talk with Croifly for hours together in places of 
the greateft danger, while the foldiers were faW 
ling on every fide of them by the fire of the bombs 
-and cannon; Charles, in all appearance, infeiv 
iible of the ri(k be run, and the ambaffador not 
chufmg to give his majefly fo much as a hint that 
there were more proper places to talk of bufinefs. 
■This minHVer exerted his utmoft efforts, before 
the fiege- commenced, to effedl an accommodation 
between the kings of Sweden and Pruflia; but 
the demands of the latter were too high, and the 
former would make no concefiions. So that the 
count de Croi% derived no other advantage from 
his embafly to Charles XII. than the pleafure of 
being intimately acquainted with that extraor- 
dinary man. He frequently lay b^ his majedy 
;i]pon the fam^ cloak ; and by iharing with him 
in all his dangers and fatigues, had acquired a 
right of talking to him with greater freedom* 
Charles encouraged this boldnefs in thofe he 
loved ; and would fometimes fay to the count de 
Croiffy, Fem, malediauniu de rege : *« Come now 
let us make a little free with the charadler of 
Charles XII." This account I had from the am- 
baffador himielf. 

Croiify continued in the town till the thirteenth 
of November, when having obtained from the 
enemy a paiTport for himfelf and his baggage, he 
took his leave of the king, who Aill remained 
amidft the rui|is of Stralfund, with a garriibar 

di- 
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4liminiflied by one hftlf> bat firmly refolved ^t9 
Hand an ailaulr. 

And two days after, in aflault was tdually 
made upon the horn- work. Twice did the enemy 
take it, and twice were they repulfed. la this 
rencounter the king fought amidft his grenadiers; 
but at laft fuperior numbers prevailed, and the 
enemy remained mafters of the place. Charles 
continued in the town two days after this, ex- 
pecting every moment a general aifault. ' On the 
twenty-firft he flayed till midnight upon a little 
ravelin that was entirely demoliihed by the bombs 
and cannon. Next day the principal officers con- 
jured him to quit a place which he could no 
longer defend. But to retreat was now become 
^ as dangerous as to (lay. The Baltick was covered 
with Ruffian and Danifli (hips. There were no 
veffels in the harbour of Stralfund, but one fmall 
bark with fails and oars. The great danger 
which rendered this retreat fo glorious, was the 
vefy thing that prompted Charles to attempt it. 
He embarked at midnight on the twentieth of 
December, 1715, accompanied by ten perfons 
only. They were obliged to break the ice with 
which the water of the harbour was covered ; a 
hard and laborious talk, which they were forced 
to continue for feveral hours before the bark 
could fail freely. The enemies admirals had 
ilrifik orders not to allow Charles to efcape from 
Stralfund ; but to take him, dead or alive. Hap- 
pily for him, they were under the uind, and could 
not come ntar him. He ran a flill greater rifle 
in pairing by a place called la Babcrte, in the 
ille of Rugen, where the Danes had eredled a 
battery of twelve cannon, from which tlicry lircd 
vpon him. The mariners fpread every fail and 

j)lycd 
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plyed every oar in order to get clear <^ the enemy* 
But two men were killed at the king's fide. by on^ 
cannon ball, and the fiiip's maft was (battered by - 
another. Through all thefe dangers, howevec^ 
did the king efcape unhurt, and at lad came up 
with two of his own (hips that were cruifing ia 
the Baltick. Next day Scralfund was furrendered, 
«ud the garrifon made prifoners of war. Charles 
landed at lAed in Scania, and forthwith repaired 
to Carelfcroon, in a condition very different (rom 
what he was in, when, about fifteen years before^ 
he fet fail from that harbour in a fhip of a hun- 
dred and twenty guns, to give laws to the North. 
As he was to near his capital, it was expeded 
that after fuch a long ab(ence, he would pay it 
a viiit ; but he was determined not to enter it 
again till he had obtained fome (ignal vi^ory. 
Befides, be could not bear the thoughts of re- 
vifiting a people by whom he was beloved, and 
whom neverthelefs he wa^ obliged to opprefs, in 
order to enable him to make head againft his 
enemies. He wanted only to fee his (Ider, with 
whom he appointed an interview on the banks of 
the lake Weter, in Oftrogothia. Thither he rode 
poft attended only by one fervant, and after 
having fpent a day with her returned to Carelf- 
croon. 

From this place, where he pa(red the winter, 
he ilTued out orders for raifing recruits through 
the whole kingdom. He thought that his fub- 
jedls were born for no other purpofe than to follow 
him to the field of battle, and he had adually ac- 
cuilomed them to entertain the fame opinion. 
Some were inlifled who were not above fifteen 
y«ars of age. Jn feveral villages there were none 
kfl but old men, women, and children ; and in 

many 
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many places the women were obliged to plow tfte 
land alone. 

It was Aill more difficult to procure a fleet. 
In order to fupply that defed as well as poffibfe, 
commiflions were granted to the owners of pri« 
vateers, who, upon obtaining certain privileges^ 
. unreafbnable in themfelyes, and deftru6Uve to the 
community, equipped a few (hips; and thefe 
poor efforts were the laft that the declining ilate 
of Sweden was now capable of making. To defray 
the expences of all thefe preparations, there was a 
-ncceffity for encroaching upon the property of the 
fubjed; and every kind of extortion was praftifed 
under the fpecious name of taxes and duties* 
StnSt fearch was made into every houfe. and one 
half of the provifions that were found in them was 
conveyed to the king's magazines. All the iron 
in the kingdom was bought up for his ufe. Thi^ 
the government paid for in paper, and fold it out 
for ready money. A tax was laid on all fuch 
as had any mixture of filk in their cloaths, or wore 
periwigs or gilded fwords ; and the duty of hearth- 
money was immoderately high. The people, op- 
prefled with fuch a load of taxes, would have re- 
volted under any other king; but the pooreft 
peafant in Sweden knew that his maflcr led a life 
Aill more hard and frugal than himftlf ; fo that 
every one fubmitted chearfully to thofe hardOiips 
which the king was the firil to fuffer. 

All fenfe of private misfortunes was fwallowed 
up in the apprehenfion of public danger. The 
Swedes expc^ed every moment to fee their coun- 
try invaded by the Ruffians, the Danes, the Pruf- 
fians, the Saxons, and even by the Englifh ; and 
their fear of this hoftile viiit was fo Arong and 

pre* 
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p9ttvaknt» that thofe who had money or valuable 
cffeds took care to bury them in the earth. 

An Engliih fleet had already appeared in the 
Balticky though its particular deftination was not 
known ; and the czar had given his word to the 
king of Denmark, that in the fpring of 1 7 1 6, the 
Ruflians ibould joii> the Danes, in order to make 
a defcent upon Sweden. 

Biit how great was the aftonidnnent of all Eui- 
Fope, ever attentive to the fortune of Charles XII. 
when^inftead of defending his own country, which 
was threatned with an invafion by fo many prin« 
ces, they faw him in the month of March 1716, 
palling over into Norway, with twenty thoufand 
men. 

From the time of Hannibal to that of Charles 
XII. the world had never feen any general, who, 
unable to make head againft his enemies at 
home, had boldly carried the war into the heart 
of their own dominions. The prince of Heife, his 
brother-in-law, attended him in this expedition. 

There is no travelling from Sweden to Norway 
but through the mod dangerous by>ways ; and 
when thefe are pad, one meets with fo many 
fiafhes of water formed by the iea amongfl the 
rocks, that fhere is a necelTity for making bridges 
every day. A handful of Danes might have flop* 
ped the progrefs of the whole Swedifh army; but 
this fudden invafion had not been forefeen. Eu* 
rope was ilill more aftonilhed to fee the czar, 
amidft all thefe mighty events, remaining inadlive, 
and not making a defcent upon Sweden, as had 
formerly been ftipulated between him and his allies. 

This loaAivity was owing to one of the greatefk 
and mod difficult fchemes that ever was formed 
by the mind of-man. 
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Henry de Gortz> a native of Fraficonia, and 
baron of the empire, having done l^veral good of- 
fices to the king of Sweden, during that monarch's 
abode at Bender, was now become his favourite^ 
And firft minifter. 

Never man was at once fo bold andfo artful ; (b 
full of expedients amidft misfortunes; fo un- 
bounded in his defigns, or fo adive in the pro- 
iecution of them. No proje^ too great for his 
daring genius to attempt ; no means too difficult 
for his fagacity and penetration to difcover ; in 
purfuing his. favourite fchemes he was equally pro* 
digal of prefents and promifes, of oaths, of truth 
and of falihood. 

From Sweden he went to France, England, and 
Holland, to examine thofe fecret fprings which 
he afterwards meant to put in motion. He was 
capable of throwing all Europe into combuftion; 
and his inclination was eqjual to his power. What 
his mafter was at the head of an army, that was . 
de Gortz in the cabinet; by which means he had 
acquired a greater afcendant over Charles Xlf.than 
any minifter before him had ever poflelfed. 

Charles, who at twenty years of age had pre- 
fcribed orders to count Piper, was now content 
to receive inftrudions from baron de Gortz, re- 
iigning himfelf to the diredVion of that minifter 
with fo much the lefs referve, as his misfortunes 
obliged him to liften to the advice of others, and 
as Gortz never gave him any but fuch as was 
fuitable to his undaunted courage. He obferved, 
that of all the fovercigns united againft Sweden, 
George, eledor of Hanover, and king of England, 
was the prince againfl whom Charles was mod 
highly incenfed; becaufe he was the only one to 
whom he bad never don^ the leaft injury ; and 
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¥e€au(e George had engaged in the quarrel under 
the pretext of compromiCing matters, but in re^ 
ality with a view, of prefcrving Bremen and Verden^ 
to which he feemed to have no other right than 
that of having bought them for a trifle from the 
king of Denmark, to whom, after all, they did 
not belong. 

Nor was it long before he difcovered that the 
czar was fecretly diifatisfied with his allies, who 
had all confpired to hinder hini from acquiring 
any poileflions in Germany, where that monarch, 
already become too formidable, wanted only to 
obtain a footing. Wifmar, the only town that 
ftill remained to the Swedes on the frontiers of 
Germany, was, on the fourteenth of February 
1716, furrendered to the Danes and PrulBans, 
vdio would not fo much as allow the Rufllan 
troops that were in Mecklenburg, to be prefent at 
the liege. Such repeated marks of jealoufy for 
two years together, had alienated the czar's mind 
from the common caufe, and perhaps prevented 
the ruin of Sweden. There are msny iiiftances 
of feveral dates in alliance being conquered by a 
iingle power ; but hardly any of a great empire 
fubdued by feveral allies. If it (hould happen n> 
be hunibled by their joint efforts, their intefline 
diviAons foon allow it to retrieve its former 
^andeur^ 

Ever (ince the year 17 14, the czar had had it 
in his power to make a defcent upon Sweden ; 
but whether it was that he could not perfedlly 
ggreewith the kings of Poland, England, Denmarki, 
and Pruflia, allies juftly jealous of his growing 
power, or that he did not as yet think his troops 
fufficiently difciplined to attack in then: own ter- 
ntory^ a people whoie Tery peaiknts had beat 
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the flower of the Danifli forces, heflill put off 
tiie execution of the enterprize. 

But what had chiefly interrupted the progreft 
of his arms was the want of money. The czar^ 
though one of the mod powerful monarchs in 
the univerfe, was far from being one of the rich- 
eft ; his revenues, at that time, not exceeding 
twenty-four millions of livres. He had difcoTcred 
indeed fome mines of gold, filver, copper, antf 
iron ; but the profits arifing from thefe was ftill 
uncertain, and the expence of the working them 
was intolerably great. Hehadhkewife eftabliflied 
an extenfive commerce ; but that in its infimty 
rather filled him with the agreeable hopes of what 
it might one day prove, than was really produc- 
tive of any prefent advantage : nor did the pro- 
vinces which he had lately conquered increafe hn 
revenues, in the fame proportion as they aug- 
mented his power and glory. It required a long 
time to heal the wounds of Livonia, a country 
extremely fertile, but defolated by fire, fword, 
and diftemper, and by a war of fifteen years con- 
tinuance, deftitute of inhabitants, and as yet 
chargeable to the conqueror. His finances were 
further drained by the large fleets he maintained, 
and by the new cnterprizes which he was daily 
undertaking. He had even been reduced to the 
wretched expedient of raifing the value of money, 
a remedy that can never cure the evils of flate, 
and is in a particular manner prejudicial to a 
country, whofe exports fill (hort of their Imports. 

Such was the foundation upon which de Gortz 
had built his fcheme of a revolution. He ven- 
tured to advife the king of Sweden to purcha/e a 
peace from the Ruflian emperor at any price, in- 
timating to him, at the (ame time, that the czar 

was 
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^ivds highly ihcenfed at the kings of Poland and 
England, and afluring him that he and Peter 
Alexiowitz, when joined together, would be able 
to ftrike terror into the reft of Europe. 

There was no pofTibility of making a peace 
with the czar, without giving up a great many 
of thole provinces which lie to the eafl and north 
of the Baltick Tea. But Gortz entreated the king 
to coniider, that by yielding up thefe provinces, 
which [the czar already poffeffed, and which 
Charles at prefent was unable to recover, he might 
have the honour of reftoring Staniflaus to the 
throne of Poland, of replacing the fon of James 
II. on that of Englafld, and of re-eftabli(hing the 
duke of HolAein in the peaceable polfelTion of his 
dominions. 

Charles, pleafed with thefe mighty projefls,- 
upon which, however, he laid no great ftrefs, 
gave carte blanche to his minifter. Gortz fet 
out from Sweden, furnifhed with full powers to 
a£l without controul, and to treat as his maker's 
plenipotentiary with all thofe princes with whom 
he ihould think proper to negociate. The firft 
ftep was to found the court of Mofcow, which 
he did by means of a Scotchman, called Arefkine, 
firft phyfician to the czar, and flrongly attached 
to the pretender's intereft, as indeed moit of the 
Scots were, except fuch as fubfifted upon favours 
from the court of London *• 



• The Scottifli nation will not thank Mr. de. Voltaire 

for this aflertion, which is by no means confiflent with 

.truth. Were it ncccflary it might be eafily proved, that 

4he whig party has greatly, preponderated in Scotland ever 

fiocc the Union. 

Thif 



^ The history 

This phyfician reprefented to prince Menzt 
kofF the greatnefs and importance of the fcheine^ * 
vith all the warmth of a man who was fo much 
interefted in its fuccefs. Prince MenzikofF relilhed 
the propofal, and the czar approved of it. InAead 
t>f making a defcent upon Sweden, as had been 
Aipulated between him and his allies^ he fent 
his troops to winter in Mecklenburg, whither he- 
foon after repaired himfelf.. This he did under 
the fpecious pretext of terminating (bme difputet 
that had lately arifen between the duke' and his 
nobility ; but in reality with a view to profecutehis 
favourite fchemeof obtaining a principality in Ger<*> 
many, and hoping he (hould be able to perfuade the 
duke of Mecklenburg to fell him his fovereignty. 

The allies were highly provoked at thefe pro- 
ceedings ; and the more fo, as they did not chufe 
to havefuch a formidable neighbour as Peter Alex* 
iowitz, who, could he once obtain any footing in 
Germany, might one day procure himfelf to be 
cledted emperor, to the great oppreflion of all 
the princes of the empire. But the more they 
were provoked, the more was the grand fcheme 
of de Gortz forwarded. This minilter, the better 
to conceal his fecret intrigues, affe61ed to negociate 
with the confederate princes, who were Itkewife 
amu fed with vain hopes from the czar. 

Charles XH. and his brother-in-law, the prince 
of Hefle, were all this while in Norway, at the 
head of twenty thoufand men. The country 
was defended by no more than eleven thoufand 
Danes, divided into feveral detached parties, who 
were all put to the fword by the king and the 
prince of Hefle. 

Charles advanced towards Chriftiania, the capital 
cf the kingdom » and fortune began once more 

te 
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to finile vtpoTi bim in this part of the globe. But 
he never took fufficient care to provide for the. 
fubfiftence of bis troops. A Danifh fleet and 
army were coming to the relief of Norway ; and 
Charles being in want of provifions, was obliged 
to return to Sweden, there to wait the iflue of 
his minifter's mighty projeds. 

The execution of the fcheme required at once 
inviolable fecrecy, and vaft preparations, two things 
•almoft incompatible. Gortz even ranfacked the 
Afiatic feas for an alftftance, which, however odious 
in appearance, would neverthelpfs have been ex- 
tremely proper for making a defcent upon Scot- 
land, and for furnifhing Sweden with fhips, men, 
•and money. 

The pirates of all nations, and cfpecially thofe 
of England, having entered into a mutual alTo* 
elation, had long infefled the feas of Europe and 
America* Driven at lad from all their wonted 
haunts, and having no hopes of obtaining any 
quarter, they had lately retired to the coafts of Ma- 
4lagafcar, a large ifland t^ the eaft of Africa. 
Thefe men were all of them defperadoes, and 
moft of them fanwus for anions which wanted 
nothing but juftice to render them truly heroic. 
They were endeavouring to find out a prince 
that would receive them under his protedlion ; 
^ut the laws of nations ihut all the harbours 
in the worid againll them... 

No fooner were they informeu that Charles 
XIL was returned to Sweden, than they began to 
flatter themfelves with the agreeable hopes, that 
that prince padionately fond of war, obliged at 
prefent to be engaged in it, and in great want 
as well of (hips as foldi^fs, would be glad to make 
a9 agreement with them upon reafonable terms. 
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With this view they fent a deputy to Europe oa 
board of a Dutch velTel, to make a propoftl H 
baron de Gortz, that if they were fure of meeting 
with a favouable reception in the port of Gotten- 
burg, they would inflantly repair there with fixty 
(hips loaded with j-iches *. 

The baron prevailed upon the king to agree ta 
the propofal; and next year Cromftrom and 
Mendal, two Swedifh gentlemen, were fent to 
finifh the treaty with the corfairs of Madagafcan 

But a more honourable and a more powerful 
fupport vf&s foon after found in cardinal Albe- 
roni, a man of an extraordinary genius, who 

foverned Spain long enough for his own glory ; 
ut too fhort a time for the grandeur and hap- 
pinefs of the kingdom. 

He readily embraced the propofal of placing 
the fon of James IL on the throne of England. 
Neverthelefsy as he was but jud entered into the 
mlniftry, and had the affairs of Spain to regulate, 
before he could think of throwing other king« 
doms into confufion, it was not likely that he 
would be able for a confiderable time to put this 
grand machine in motion. But in lefs than two 
years he changed the face of affairs in Spain, re- 
flored that kingdom to her former degree of 
credit, among the other powers of Europe, pre- 
vailed upon the Turks, as is commonly fuppofed. 



* This has fo much the air of a fable, that we know not 
how to believe it. True it is, a few piratea fixed their ha- 
bitation on the i/land of Madagafcar : but they lived nife- 
rably, Angle, and feparate, hke wild beads in a ftate of na- 
ture, without plan, fubordination, or fociety, without fore* 
or (hippinj; : for what (hips they had uken, either periflxd, 
fotted, or were broken up by th<ir own handf • 

to 
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toittack the emperor of Gennany, and ittemptect* 
mt one and the iame time, to deprif e the duke 
of Orieaof of the regency of Prance, and king 
Qtorgt of the crown of England. So dangerous 
may one fingle man profe, when he is defied 
wi^ abfblute aothority in a powerful ftate, and 
it endowed with courage and greatnefs of foul. 

Gortz haring thus fcattered in the courts of 
Mofcory and Spain the firfl fparks of that Hame 
which he intended to kindle, went privately to 
France, and from thence to Holland, where he 
had an intenriew with fome of the pretender^ ad^ 
berepts. 

He informed himfelf more particularly of the 
ftrengthy the number, and difpofition of the 
malecontents in England, of the money they 
could fbrnifli, and the troops they could raife. 
The malecontents required only a reinforcement 
often tiioufand men, with whofe afliflance, they 
faid, they ihould be fully able to eflFeftuate a tc- 
volution. 

Count Gillembonrg, the SwediA ambalTador in 
England, being fiirniftied with proper inflrudions 
by baron Gortz, had feveral conferences at Lon- 
don, with thechieft of the difaffeded party. He en- 
couraged them with the mod flattering hopes of 
fncceft, and readily promifed them whatever they 
could wifli to obtain ; and they, on their part, 
were Co forward as to fumifli confiderable fums of 
money, which Gortz received in Holland. He 
treated about the purchafe of fome (hips, and 
bought fix in Britain, with all kinds of arms. 

He then fent feveral officers privately into 

France, and among others the chevalier de 

Folard, who having made thirty campaigns in 

the French armies, without any confiderable ad- 

F ^\VATL 
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dition to his fortune, had lately o£Fered hb tar^ 
vice to the king of Sweden, not fo much ihun way 
iiiterefled views, as from a defire of ferving under 
a king of fuch^ a glorious reputation. Folard 
likewife hoped to recommend to that prince the 
improvements he had made in the art of war» 
which he had always (ludied as a philoibpher; 
and he hath fince publilhed his difcoveries in his 
commentary on Polybius. Charles XII. who had 
made war himfelf in a manner entirely nev, and 
was never guided by cuftom in any thing, wa» 
pleafed with his notions ; and refolved to employ . 
him. in his projected iavafion of Scotland. The 
fecret orders of baron de Gortz were faithfully 
executed in France by the chevalier de Folard. 
A great number of French, and a dill greater 
number of Irifh ofl&cers engaged in this uncom- 
mon confplracy, which was hatching at one and 
the fame time in^ England, France, and Mufcgvy, 
and the branches of which were fecretly extended 
from one end of Europe to the other. 

Thefe preparation's, however great, were only 
a fample of what de Gortz intended to do ; though 
it was a matter of no fmall confequence to have 
thus fet the Icheme a-going. But the point of 
the greateft importance, and without which no- 
thing could fiicceed, was to bring about a peace 
between the czar and Charles ; to accomplifh 
which many difficulties were to be removed. Ba- 
ron Oilerman, miiiiAer of Aate in Mufcovy, re- 
fufed at fird to come into de Gortz's meafures. 
The former was as cautious and circumfped as 
the latter was bold and enterprifing. The one. 
How and regular in his politicks, was for allowing 
every thing time to ripen: the^other ofa daring 
genius, and impatient fpirit, had no fooner fown 

the 
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the feed then he was |>rerently for reaping the 
harreft. Ofterman fearing that the emperor, ^is 
mafter, dazzled with the fplendor of this ent.er- 
prize, would grant the Swedes a too advantageous 
peace, delayed the conchifion of it by a variety of 
obftades and procraftinations. 

Happily for baron de Gortz, the czar himfelf 
came to Holland in the beginning of the year 
1717. Hb intention was to go from thence into 
France. He was defirous of feeing that famous 
nation, which, for more than a hundred years 
paft, bath been cenfured, envied, and imitated by 
all its neighbours. He wanted to gratify his in- 
fatiable curiofity of feeing and learning every 
thing, and^ at the fame time, to exercife his 
politicks. 

Gortz had two interviews with him at the 
Hague ; and in thefe he made greater progrefs 
than he could have done in fix months with the 
plenipotentiaries. Every thing wore a favourable 
afpe^. His mighty projedls feemed to be covered 
under the veil of 'impenetrable fecrecy ; and he 
flattered himfelf that Europe would know them 
only by their being carried into execution. Mean 
while he talked of nothing but peace at the 
Hague, he openly declared that he would always 
confider the king of England as the pacifier of 
' the North ; and he even prefled, (in appearance 
at leaft,)the holding of a congrefs at Brunfwick^ 
in which the jarring interefts of Sweden and her 
enemies might be amicably adgufted. 

Thefe intrigues were firft difcovered by the 
duke of Orleans, regent of France, who had fpies 
in every part of Europe. Men of this character, 
who make a trade of felling the fecrets of their 
friends, and get their livelihood by being informers, 
F z aad 
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and frequently by iDventing and propagating the 
groffci^ lies and calumnicf, were fo much increafed 
in France under hit government* that one half 
of the nation were become fpiei upon the other* 
The duke of Orleans, who was conneded with 
the king of England by perfonal lieSi acquainted 
him with the fecret plot that was hatching againft 
him. 

At the fame time the Dutch, who began to 
take umbrage at the behaviour of de Gortz, com- 
municated their fufpicions to the Englifh minifter. 
Gortz and Gillembourg were profecuting their 
Ichemcs with great vigour, when they were both 
arrcftcd, the one at Devcntcr, in Guelderland, 
and the other at London. 

As Gillen)bourg, the Swedifli ambaiTador* had 
\iolatcd the law of nations, by confpiring againft 
the prince to whom he was fent in a public cha- 
ladter, the Englifh made no fcruple to violate the 
lame law, by arreting his perfon. But all the world 
was furpriftd to fee the Oatcs general imprifon 
the barofj c!f Goitr, in ordir to gratify the king 
of l^ngl.iiid, an influnce of complalfance hardly 
to be paralleled in hiftory. They even appointed 
the count de WiUlcrcn to examine him. This 
Jorniality was only an aggravation of their former 
inrulf, which being rendered eniircly abortive, 
produced no olher tfFed\ than to cover them with 
tonfufion. •• Do you know me f ** fays Gortz to 
the count de Wcldcren. •* Yes, Sir," replies the 
Dutchman. •• Well, then, fays de Gortz, if you 
do know, yon mufl be fcnfible that 1 will not 
fpcak one woul more than 1 pltafc." The exa- 
jninaiion was carried no farther. All the foreign 
niiniilcrs, and efpeciaJly the marquis de Mon- 
ti Icon, the Spanilh anjbaflador in England, pro- 

tefUd 
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t^Sed againft the violence offered to the perfon of 
Gortz and Gillembourg^ The E{iitch were in- 
excufeable. They had not only violated a mod 
iacred law^ by feizing the prime miniAer of the 
king of Sweden, who had formed no plots againl^ 
them ; but they aded in dired oppofition to the 
fpirit of that inedimable liberty which hart% 
drawn fo many foreigners into their country^ 
and is the foundation of all their greatnefs. 

With regard to the king of England, he had 
aoledconrirtently with the ftridert principles of 
juflice, in impriibning his enemy. He |)ublilhed 
in his own vindication, the letteis of Gortz and 
Gillembourg, which were found among the papers 
of the latter. The king of Sweden was in Scania, 
when he received thefe pi inted letters, together with 
tht news of the tivo miniilers being imprifoned. 
He aiked with a fmile, if they had not likewife 
printed his letters ; and gave immediate orders 
for arreting the Englifh refident at Stockholm* 
with all his family and domelHcks* The Dutch 
refident was forbid the court, andftriAly watched 
in all his motions. Charles, mean while, neither 
avowed nor difclaimed the proceedings of de Gortz. 
Too proud to deny a fcheme which he had once 
approved, and too wile to acknowledge a plot 
which had thus been (lifled in its birth, he main* 
tained a difdainful filence towards England and 
Holland. 

. The czar took a very diffent courfe. As hit 
name -was not exprefly mentioned, but only ob- 
fcurely hinted at in the papers of Gortz and 
Gillembourg, he wrote a long letter to the king 
of England, complimenting him upon the dif- 
covcry of the plot, and alTuring him of the moft 
iAvioUble friendfliip ; and king George received 
F 3 - ^Kv'^ 
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his proteftations without helieving theai^ tbongli 
he thought it moft prudent in the preArnt cafe 
to pretend that he did. A plot contrived by pri- 
vate men is annihilated the moment it it dif- 
covered;vbut aconfpiracy formed by kings, the 
more it is known the flronger it grows. 

The czar arrived at Paris in the month of May 
1717, to view the beauties of art and nature; 
and to vifit the academies, public libraries, the 
cabinets of the curious, and the royal palaces, 
were not the only ends of his journey. He made 
a propofal to the duke of Orleans for concluding 
a treaty, which, had it taken place, would have 
compleated the greatnefs of Muicovy. His defign 
was to compromife matters with the king of 
Sweden, who would yield to him fome large 
provinces, to deprive the Danes of the empire of 
the fialtick Sea, to weaken the Englifti by a civil 
war, and to make all the trade of the North to 
center in Ruflia. He had even fome thoughts 
of fetting up Staniflaus afrefh againft Auguftus, 
that fo the fire being every where kindled, he 
might have it in his power either to quench or 
blow it up, as fhould be moft conducive to his 
interefl. With this view he propofed to the re- 
gent of France to a£l as mediator between Sweden 
and Mufcovy, and to make a league ofFenfive and 
dcfcnfivc with thele two crowns, and thar of 
Spain. This treaty, Arcmingly fo natural and (b 
advantageous to the feveral nations concerned, 
and which would have put the balance of power 
ill Euiope into their hands, was neverthelefs re- 
jtdlcd by the duke of Orleans. Nay, at that 
very time, he entered into engagements of a quite 
oppoftte nature. He made a league with the em« 
pcror of Germany, and with George king of £ng« 

Uad. 
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land. Tliereaibnsof ftate bad ib much altered 
the views and inclinations of all the princes of 
Europe, that thecear was ready to declare againil 
his old allj, Anguftus, and to efpoufe the caufe 
<of Charies, his mortal enemy; while France, in 
order to oblige the Germans and the £nglifh« 
was going to make war upon the grand-fon of 
Lewis XIV. after having fo long fupported him 
againil thefe very enemies, at a prodigious ex- 
pence of blood and treafure. All that the czar 
could obtain by thefe indire^l meafures was to 
prevail upon the regent to interpoie his good 
offices to procure the enlargement of Gortz and 
Gillembourg. He returned to his own dominions 
about the end of June, after having (hewn the 
French a fight they had never feeo before, an em- 
peror travelling for snftnidioB. But the gene- 
rality of that people were only ftruck with his 
rude unpoliflied manners, the reftilt of his bad 
education ; while the legiflator, the great maa, 
and the creator of a new nation, entirely efcaped 
the notice of thefe foperficial obienrers. 

What the ezar fought for in the duke of Or- 
leans, he foon found in cardinal Alberoni, who 
now governed the Spaniih councils wi^ unlimited 
fway. Alberoni defired nodiing fo much as the 
reftoration of the pretender. This he did both 
as he was minifter of Spain, which had been fo 
ill treated by the Englifli ; as he was a perfonal 
enemy to the duke of Orleans, who was leagued 
witltEngland againil Spain ; and, in fine, as he 
was a prieft of that church, for the fake of which 
the pretender's father bad fo fooliflily loft his 
crown. 

The duke of Ormond, as much beloved ia 
England as the duke of Marlborough was ad- 
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mired, had left his country at the toceflion of 
king George, and retired to Madrid/ Thb no» 
bleman was now vefled with full powers by the 
king of Spain and the pretender ; and, accompanied 
by one Irnegan, another native of England* a ouui 
of fine addrefsy and an enterprifing fpirit* he went 
to meet the czar in his way to Mittau in Cour- . 
land. He demanded the princefs Anna Petrowna, 
the czar's daughter, in marriage for the Ton of 
James If. * hoping that this alliance would the 
more flrongly attach the czar to the ioterefts of 
that unhappy prince. But this propoial, inilead 
of forwarding, retarded, at leaft for fome time, 
the progrefs of the negociaiions. Baron de 
Gortz, annong his other projeAs, had long fet 
apart this princefs for the duke of Hol(lein» to 
whom» in effedt, (he was foon after married. The 
moment he was informed of the duke of Qrmond's 
propofal, he became jealous of its fuccefs, and 
employed every art to render it abortive. He, as 
well as count Gillembourg, was fet at liberty in the 
month of Auguft, the king of Sweden not evea 
deigning to offer the leaft apology to the king of 
England, nor toexprefs theflighteft dUapprobatioa 
of his miiulier's condudl.. 

At the fame time, the Englt/h refident and all 
bU family were rcleafed at Stockholm, where they 



• The troth of atl cheA; particulart is confirmed By car- 
dinal Alberoni himfelf, in a letter of thanks whicb he wrote 
to ihe author. M. Norberg, whofe ignorance of the affairs 
of Europe, can only be equalled by the poverty of his ge- 
nius, alUdges that the duke of Ormond left England not 
upon the acceffion of George I. but immediately aAer the 
death of queen Anne } ai if forfooth George I. had not been 
0)e immediate fucceffor of that queen, 

had 
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liad been treated with much more feverity than 
Gillembourg had been at London* 

GortZy being now at liberty, behaved like an 
implacable enemy, prompted not only by the 
powerful motives by which he had been formerly 
a^uated, . but iniligated by a fpirit of revenge* 
on account of his late imprifonment. He in- 
ftantly pofted away to the czar, and, by his artful 
infinuations, obtained a greater afcendant over 
that prince than ever. He afTured him, that in 
lefs than three months, he would, in conjundlion 
with a fmgle plenipotentiary from Ruflfia, remove 
every obAacle that retarded the conclufion of a 
peace witb Sweden. Taking a map in his hand, 
which had been drawn by the czar himfeK, and 
making a line from Wibourg, all the way to 
the frozen fea, running along the lake Ladoga, 
he undertook to perfuade his mafler to give up 
all the country lying to the eaftward of that line. 
as well as Carella^ Ingria, and Livonia. He then 
hinted at a propofal of marriage between his 
czariih majedy's daughter and the duke of Hoi- 
(lein, flattering the czar with the agreeable .hope$ 
that the duke might poflibly be prevailed upon 
to yield him up bis dominions for an equivalent, 
by which acquifition he would become a member 
of the empire, and that either himfclf or fome of 
^is defcendants might one day obtain^ the im- 
perial crown. By thefe means he gratified the 
ambitious views of the Ruffian monarch, and de- 
prived the pretender of all hopes of marrying the 
czarinian princefs, at the fame time that he opene'^ 
lo him a more tempting projctt in England, and 
thus accomplifhed all his own projcdls at once. 

The czar named the ifle of Aland for holding 
the conference between Ofterman, his roinifler oi 
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ftite^ and baron de Gortz. - He defired tke dolli 
of Ormond to return td Spain, that he might not 
gire too great caufe of oSence to the Eof^lh* 
with whom he had no intention of coming to an 
open rupture* till he ihould be ready to mAt the 
frcjeded invafion. ' But Irnegany <he dukc^a ctHi- 
fidanty was allowed to ftay at Peterfrurg, where 
lie lired with fo much privacj and cavtiooy Aat 
he ne? er came abroad in the day tnne» nor ever 
conferred with any of the caar^s mimAen, except 
in the difguife of a peafant or Tartar. 

Immediately after the doke of Ormonde de- 
parture, the czar acquainted the king of Bnglafid 
with the high compliment he had payed him la 
difmiiSng the greateft man in the pretender^ 
fidion; and baron Gortz returned to SwedeOg 
Aulhed with hopes of fucc^fi. 

Gortz found his mafter at the head of thirty- 
five thoufand regular troops, and all the coaftt 
guarded by the militia. The king wanted nothing 
but money. But the public credit, as well at 
home as abroad, was entirely exhaufted. France, 
whicfi had fumifhed him with fome fupplies, du- 
ring the laft years of Lewis XIV. refufed to con- 
'tribute any more under the regency of the duke 
of Orleans, who purfued a caufe very different 
from that of Lewis. Spain promised him foroc 
remittances ; but was not yet in a condition to 
afford any thing confiderable. 

De Gortz therefore carried a fcheme into exe- 
cution which he had tried before his journey to 
France and Holland. This was to give to copper 
the value of filver; fo that a piece of the former 
metal, whofe intrinflc value was only a half- 
penny, (hould, when (lamped with the king's 
40Mrk, jiafs for forty pence ; as the govemort of 
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%efieged towns frequently pay the foldiers and 
citizens in leathern money, in expedlation of 
being one day able to retmburfe tbem in real 
-coin. This fiditious kind of money, which owes 
its birth to neceflity, and can only be rendered 
•corrent by its being pun^ually paid in real fpecie, 
is like bills of exchange, the imaginary value of 
ivhich may eafily exceed the folid &nds that are 
in a nation. • 

Thefe expedients are of great uCe Jn a free 
country. They h^ve often faved a republic, but 
ieldom, or never^ fail to ruin a monarchy ; for, as 
"the people foon begin to grow fufpicious, the mi- 
nifteris obliged to break his word: the ideal money 
multiplies a-pace : private men bury their money 
in the earth ; .and the whole machine of govern- 
ment falls into a confufion which is often pro> 
<iudive of the moft pernicious confequences, as 
-was but too plainly exemplified in the fate of 
iSweden. 

At firft the baron de Gortz iffued out his new 
<oin with equal difcretion andreferve; but, by 
tthe rapidity of a motion which he could not re- 
train, he was foon hurried beyond the limits 
•which he had originally prefcribed to himfelf. All 
ikinds of goods and provifions having rifen to an 
immoderate price, he was obliged to encreafe the 
quantity of his copper coin. But the more it was 
encreafed, the lefs was its value ; and Sweden, de- 
luged as it were by this falfe money, fet up a ge- 
neral cry againft baron de Gortz. The people, 
who always regarded their fovereign with a kind 
of veneration, could not find in their hearts to 
hate him, and therefore made the weight of their 
^-ffentment to fall on a minifter, who, both as a 
F .6 foreigner 
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fordguer tod 'chief diredor of tbe fiOMOri* wm 
doubly expoitd to tbe public odiom. 

But wtuit entirely compleatod hit rain- wtt ti, 
Jts be tttrjipted to ioipole on tbe dergf. Tbe 
clergy, who tre too tpt to join tbdt own ttofii 
to tbtt of tbe Supreine Bcjng, ctUed hitttn ntheilk 
becaufe be demanded thck noney. Some of iho 
new copper coin being fttmpcd with the Sgastg 
of tbe betthen gods, they thence took occtfiott 
^ to call thofe pieces the gddtof btron dt (Sorts* 
To tfaif public odittn tender which he ltbouiied» 
was tdded tbe|etloor|; of tbe miniften » the OMm 
implacable in tbeir refentment tt their power 
wts the leA« The kiog*t filler,, end the prince 
her huAand, dretded hifflt tt t mto atttcbed 
from his binh to tbe duke of HoUlein^ tnd m^M 
one day be tble to place the crown of Swedes on 
bis licad. In a word, lie bad incurred the hatred 
«if the whole nation, Cbarlet alone etcepted ; bat 
this, general averfion ferved only to enfure to him 
tbe friendihip €f the king, whofe maxim it always 
was to be the more inflexible tbe more he wat 
contradi^ed. Accordingly, he now relied upon 
the baron with aivalmoft implicit confidence ; gave 
him an abfolute power in the interior govern* 
ment of the kingdom ; and committed to his cam 
whatever related to the negociatioos with the cxar, 
prefling him above all things to haften the confe- 
rence that was to be held in the ifle of Aland. 

And, indeed, Gortz had no fooner regulated 
the finances, (a work which hid hitherto detained 
him at Stockholm) than he fet out on his journey 
for the place appointed^ in order to fiaifh with 
the czar's miniiler the grand fchcme he had pro« 
jcaed. 

The preliminary a^tides of that allitoce, which 
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wtt wholly to have changed the face of affairs in 
Europe* were found among de Gortz't papers 
after hit death* and were at follow ; 

The czar was to keep the whole of Livonia, and 
part of Ingria and Carelia to himfelf, and to re« 
ftore the reft to Sweden. He wai to join his ef« 
forts with thofe of Charles XJL in order to re« 
ftore Staoiflaus to the throne of PoUnd, and to 
enter that country with eighty thoiUand RuflianSt 
to dethrone the very icing in whofe defence he 
bad waged a war of ten years continuance. He 
was tofurnifh the king of Sweden with a number 
of (hips fufficient to tranCport ten thoufand Swedes 
to England, and thirty thouAnd to Germany. 
The united forces of Peter and Charles were to 
attack the king of England in his German domi* 
nions, efpecially in Bremen and Verden ; anil 
were likewife to be employed in re-eftabliihing 
the duke of Holftein, and compelling the king d[ 
Prnffia to agree to a treaty, by which he would 
have been deprived of part of thofe territories 
which he had feized. From the time that this aV* 
Uance was made, Charles aflumed fuch bfty airs, 
as if his vi^rious troops, reinforced by thofe of 
the czar, had already carried all his fchemes into 
execution. He required the emperor of Germa- 
ny, in a peremptory manner, to fulfil the treaty 
of Altcatfr(iad. But the court of Vienna would 
hardly deign to give an anfwer to the propofat of 
a prince from whom (he had nothing to fear. 

The king of Poland did not enjoy the fame 
tranquillity; but faw the clouds gathering alt 
around him. The Polifti nobility had formed a 
confederacy againft him ; and, ever (ince his re- 
ftoratioo, he had perpetually been engaged either 
ID wars ox treatirs with his fubjcAs. The czar. 
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<wbo wM now beoome a daogennM ne4iiMr« li^ 
tn hoodred gillkf nctr Dantskky and fertj thou- 
land men on tht finontierf of Poland. * All tba 
North was filled witk jealoiify and appRhtnfion. 
Fkningt of all men in the woM the moft ape t» 
^liftrii^, and bimlelf the moft to bedMbroAtd, wm 
the firft who iiifpeAad the defigal of Ao csar and 
the Ung of Sweden in fatenr of StanUane. Ha 
therefore rc<blfod to haft thie prince Mnd-in the 
datcbjr of Deux-Pontt , at James SoUeft j had ht^ 
merly been in Silefia. Sa^n, a PrenduMtt, oat . 
«fihoie teftkfi and«nterprifii^^Mte, who wan- 
4ler 'Into ferrign parts 4o try their fertonest had 
latdy brought a faall number of his coantrfmeB^ 
iiold and dating like himfelft into the lervice of 
the kfaig of Pcdand. He imparted a pr«jea to 
Flemisgy by which he undertookf with Ae aCt 
fence of thirty French officers, to feice Staniflaiis 
in his own palaee* and carry Mm a priibner to 
Drefden. The pvt^Gt was approTed. Enterprises 
of that nature were not then uncommon. Some 
•of thofe defperate fellows who are called Bravos 
in Italy* had performed the like atchievements in 
the MUanefe, during the left war between France 
and Germany : and, even fince that time* feverid 
Prench refugees In Holland had ventured to pene- 
trate to Verfailles, in order to carry off the dau« 
phin, and adually had feized the perTon of the 
fM equerry, aUnofl under the windows of the 
caftle where Lewis XIV. refided. 

Accordingly, SailTan difpofed his men and poft- 
•horfes in the bed manner he could contrive, hi 
4>rder to feize and carry off Staniflaus. fiut the 
enterprize was difcovered the night before it was 
to have been carried into execution. Several of 
4Kbe delperadoes (kved themfelves by flight, and the 
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f«ft were tiken prifoners. The^ had no right to 
evped to he treated as prifbners cffwMt, but ra- 
ther as coinmofi robhers. Staniflaus, ioftead of 
poniflnng them as their crime deferred, contented 
lumletf widi reproaching them with their baie- 
nefty and e?en that he dad with the greateft po« 
liteneft and homanity. Nay* what is more, he 
^me them monej to defray the expences of their 
return to Pdand, and, by that ad of generofity, 
pbinty Ihewed that his riral Angoftos had but too 
nroch reaibn to fear Inm*. 

Mean while Charies iet out on a iecond expe- 
dition to Norway, in the month of Odober 1718. 
He had taken all his meafures with (6 much pru* 
dence and jMiecaotion, that he hoped he ihould be 
iible* in the fpace of fix months, to make himfelf 
mafter of that kingdom. He rather chofe to go 
and conquer rocks amidft ice and fnow, in the 
depth of winter, which kills the animab even in 
Sweden, where the cold b lefs ferere, than 'to re- 
<orer' his beautiful provinces in Germany. Thefe 
he expeded he (hould foon be able to retake in 
confequence of his alliance with the czar ; and, 
in any event, it was a much more tempting ob- 
jed of ambition 10 wreft a kingdom from bis vie* 
torious foe. 

At the month of the river Tiftendali, near the 
bay of^ Denmark, and between the towns of Ba* 

* Here M. Korber; accofes the avtbor of treating crowned 
fieads wfCb too little rdjped ; as if this faithfol account coO' 
tabled 10 ft any tbio; injuriooSy or as if we were obliged 
to relate aogbt bot tmth of departed kings. What I does 
jbe imagine that biilory (hoold refemble a fermon preacbcd 
htfoTc a fovereign, in which the flattering orator Uf»d» bis 
incgral bastn with uoaiedtcd praUes ? 
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bus and Anflo, ftands FredcrickfliaUy a place of 
great ftrengtb and importance, and confidered as 
the key of the kingdom. To this town Charles 
laid (lege, in the month of December. The ibi«. 
diers, benumbed with cold, were hajrdly able |o 
break the ground, which was fo much hardened 
by the frofi, that it was almoft as difficult to 
pierce it, as if they had been opening trenches in 
a rock. But nothing could relift the refolution 
and perfeverance of the Swedes, while they iaw 
their king at their head, and (haring in all their 
labours. Never, indeed, did Charles undergo 
greater fatigues. His conftitution, firengthened 
by eighteen years of fevere labour, was hardened 
to fuch a degree, that he flept in the open field in 
Norway in the midft of winter, covered only 
with a cloak, and without doing the leaft preju* 
dice to his health. Several of the ibldiers on duty 
dropt down dead with cold ; and though the reft 
were almoft frozen to death, yet as they faw theit 
king partaking in all their bardfhips, they durft 
not utter a fingle word of complaint. Having 
beard, a little before this expedition, of a certain 
woman in Scania, called Joan Dotter, who had 
lived for feveral months, v^ithout any other nou* 
rifhment than water; he, who had all his life 
fiudied to inure himfelf to the word extremes 
that human nature can fuppoit, refolved to try 
how long he could fd(\ without fainting. Ac- 
cordingly hefafted five whole days, without either 
eating or drinking ; and, on the iDorning of the 
(ixth, rode two leagues, and then alighted at the 
lent of the prince of Hcfle, his brother in-law, 
where he eat heartily, without feeling the leaft 
diforder, either from his long faft of five day;^ 

or 
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^r from the plentiful meal which now foc- 
ceeded«. 

With Aich ft body of iron, infptred by a foiri 
alike enterprifing and inflexible in every condu 
tion, he could not fail to be formidable to all his 
neighbours. 

On the eleventh of December, being St. At>> 
drew's day, he went at nine in the evening to 
▼few the trenches ; and not finding the parallel , 
fo far advanced as he expeded, he could not help 
exprefling his furprize and difpleafure. Mr. Me« 
gret, a French engineer, who conducted the fiege» 
aiTured him that the place would be taken in 
eight days. «• Well I we (hall fee," fays the king, 
and went on with the engineer to furvey the 
works. He ftopped at a place where a branch of 
the trenches formed an angle with the parallel; 
He kneeled on the inner /oAr/, and refting his el- 
bow on the parapet, continued for fome time to 
view the men who were carrying on the trenchea 
by fiar-light. 

Circumftances, in their own nature trivial, be- ' 
come important when they relate to the death of 
fuch a man.as Charles Xlf. I n^uft therefore tak^ 
upon me to fay, that the whole of the conver(a<« 
tion, reported by fo many writers to have palled 
between the king and Megret the engineer, is ab« 
fdntelyfalie. The following account I can af<« 
firm, upon the beft authority, to be the real truth 
of the matter. 

The king ftood with almoft the half of his body 
expofcd to a battery of cannon pointed diredly 

* Norberg altedges that it was to cure a pain m hit 
' breaft, that Charles fubmitted to thii long abftioence. C^ft^ 
Icflbr Norberg U furely a mod wretched pb/fiotan. 
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«gainft the angle where he wai. He was atteniM 
by two Frenchmen only ; one of whom was li. 
Siquiert his aid-de-camp, a man of courage and 
condufly who had entered into his fenrice io 
Turky, and was particularly attached to the prince 
ofHelTe; the other was this engineer. ^ The can* 
fion fired upon them with grape*ihot, to which 
the king, as he ftood behind them, was moft ez- 
pofed. A Httle behind them was count Swerin, 
mho commanded the trenches. While Swerin was 
giving orders to count Pofle, a captain of the 
guards, and to one Culbert, his aid-de-camp« Si- 
•quier and Megret faw the king fiiU upon the pa- 
rapet, with a deep figh. They ran to him ; bat 
he was already dead. A ball of half a pound had 
ftruck him on the right temple, and made a hole 
fufRcient to receiire three fingers at once* His 
head reclined upon the parapet ; his left eye beat 
in, and the right one entirely beat out of its Ibc* 
ket. Though he expired the moment he received 
the wound, yet, by a kind of inftindire motioOt 
he had grafped the hilt of his fword in hb hand, 
and dill lay in that pofture. At (ight of this 
ihodcing fpedacle, Megret^ a nan of a fingular 
turn of mind, and of great indifference of temper» 
faid, ** Come, gentlemen, the hrce is ended, let 
us now go to fupper." Siquier ran immediately 
and informed count Swerin of what had happened. 
They all agreed to conceal the news of his death 
from the foldiers, till fuch time as the prince of 
Hefle (hould be acquainted with it. The body 
was wrapt up in a grey cloak. Siquier put his 
hat and wig on the king's head; and in this con- 
Siioa Charles was carried, under the name of 
(Aoe captain CarUber^t tVvtc^^ ^^ tc{v\& qC Kit 
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troopty who dios fay their detd kiog pars them, 
witlKMit ever dreamiDg that it was his majefty. 

ThcL.prince gave inftant orders that no one 
ihould Mr onto? the camp, and that all the pafles 
to Sweden ihbtild he ftridjy guarded, that fo he 
might have time to take the neceflary meafures for 
placing the crown on his wife's head, and to ex« 
elude the duke of Holftein, who might lay claim 
to it. 

Thus fell Charles XII. king of Sweden, at the 
age of thirty-fix years and an half, after having 
experienced all the grandeur of profperity, and all 
the hardihips of adverfity, without heing either 
foftened by the one, or the lead difturbed by the 
other. Almpft all his adions, even thofe of his 
private life, border on the marvellous. Perhaps 
he was the only man, moft certainly he was the 
only king, that ever lived without iailings. He 
carried all the virtues of the hero to fuch an ex« 
eels as renders them no lefs dangerous than the 
oppo6te vices. His refolution, hardened into ob« 
ftinacy, occafioned ' his misfortunes in the Uk- 
faine, and detained him five years in Turky. His 
liWrality, degenerating into profiifion, ruined 
Sweden. His courage, puflied the length of teme- 
fily, was the cau^ of his death. And» during 
the laft years of his reign» the means he employed 
to fupport his authority, differed Dttle from ty- 
ranny. His great qualities,. any«one of which 
would have been fufficient to immortalize another 
. prince, proved pernicious to his country. He 
never was the aggreflbr; but, in taking ven- 
geance on thofe who had injured him, his refent- 
ment got the better of his prudence. He was iK^ 
iirft man who ever afpired to the t\l\e 0$ tox^- 
jgucpor, without the Jeaft defirt of tB\aT^\f\% >!^^ 
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dominions. His only end in fubduiog kingdomt 
was to have the pleafure of giving them away* 
His palTion for glory, for war, and revenge* pre- 
vented him from being a good politician ; a qua^ 
lity, without which the world had never before 
feen any one a conqueror. Before a battle^ and 
after a vifiory, he was modeft and humble s and 
after a defeat firm and undaunted. Severe to him* 
felf as well as to otlicrs, he too little regarded 
either his own life and laboufs, or thofe of his 
fubjefls : an extraordinary rather than a great man, 
and more worthy to be adniiicd than imitated. 
From the hiflory of his life however, fucceeding 
kings may learn, that a quiet and happy govern* 
ment is infinitely preferable to fo much gloty. 

Charles XII. was of a tall flature and portly 
figure ; he had a Hne forehead, large blue cyts 
full of fweetncfs, and a handfume nofe. But the 
lower part of his face was disagreeable, and too 
often disfigured by a frequent laugh, which fcarce 
opened his lipi ; and as to hair and beard, be had 
hardly any at all. A profound filence reigned at 
his table. Noh\itliAanding the inflexible obfti- 
nacy of his temper, he always retained that bafli* 
fulnefs which goes by the name of ^Etife niodefly. 
He was but little qualified to make a figure in 
converfation, becaufe, having addidted himfelf en- 
tirely to war and a^ion, he was utterly unac« 
quainted with the pleafures of fociety. Till the 
time of his refidence among the Turks, which 
fumifhed him with a good deal of leifure, he had 
read nothing but Czfar's Commentaries and the 
hiflory of Alexander. It is true he had wrote 
fome remarks on the art of war, and particularly 
on his own campaigns from 1700 to 1709. This 
lie owned to the chevalier de Folard, but faid that 

the 
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fhe fnannfcript had been loft in the unfortunate 
battle of Pultowa.^ Some people would make us 
believe' that Charles was a good mathematician. 
That he was pofiefled of great depth and penetra- 
tion of thought, cannot be denied ; but the ar« 
gu meats they produce to prove his knowledge in 
ikiathematics are by no means conclufive. He 
wanted to alter the method of counting by tens, 
and to fubftitute in its place the number fixty- 
four» becaufe that number contains both a fquare 
and a cube/ and being divided by two is reducible 
to an unit. This, if it proves any thing, only 
fliews that he always delighted in what was diffi- 
cult and extraordinary. 

With regard to his religion, though the fenti- 
ments of a prince ought to have no influence on 
Other men, and though the opinion of a monarch 
fo illiterate as Charles, is of little confequence in 
theie matters, yet in this, as well as in other par* 
ticulars, we muft gratify the curiofity of man- 
kind, who are anxious to know whatever relates 
to a prince of his charadkr. I am informed, by 
the gentleman who hath furnifhed me with the 
greateft part of the materials which compofe this 
hiftory, that Charles Xlf. was a ferious Lutheran 
till the year 1707. Happening then to be at Leip- 
itck, he there met with the famous pbilofopher 
Mr. Leibnitz, a man who thought and fpoke with 
equal freedom, and had already inflilled his no- 
tions into more princes than one. I cannot be- 
lieve, what is commonly reported, that Charles 
XIl. conceived an indifference for Lutheranifm 
from the converfation of this philofopher, who 
never had the honour to talk with him above a 
t)uarter of an hour ; but I have been told by M^ 
Fabricius, who lived with him in great familiarity 

for 
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for feven years fucceffively» that haying icQif dur« 
ing his abode among the Turks, fuch in infinite 
variety of religions, he became more lax in liit 
principles. This fadk is lil^ewife confirmed by 
Motraye in his voyages. The fame too is the 
opinion of the count de Croifly, who hath often 
told me, that of all his old principles, Charles re- 
tained none but that of abfoiute predeflination, a 
^oflrine that favoured his courage, and jufiified 
his temerity. The czar was of much the fame 
way of thinking, with regard to fate and religion ; 
but talked of thefe fubjeds more frequently^ as 
indeed he did of every thing elfe with his fitvou- 
rites, in a veiy familiar manner ; for he had this 
advantage over Charles, that he was a good phi- 
lofopher and an eloquent fpeaker. 

Here I cannot help taking notice of a mod un- 
charitable fufpicion, too readily embraced by the 
weak and credulous, and too induftrioufly propa- 
gated by the malicious and ill-natured, to wit, 
that the death of princes is always owing to poi- 
fon or alTafli nation. It was then the current re- 
port in Germany, that Mr. Siquier was the man 
who killed the king of Sweden. That brave offi- 
cer was long grieved at this injurious afperfion ; 
and, as he was one day talking to me on the fub- 
je£t : ** 1 might have killed the king of Sweden, 
(faid he) but, had I been capable of forming fuch 
a barbarous refolution, fo great was my venera- 
tion for that illuftrious hero, that I could not 
have had the courage to carry it into execution.*' 

I know, indeed, that Siquier himfelf gave oc- 
cafion to this heavy charge, which, even to this 
day, many of the Swedes believe to be well 
founded. He told me, that being feized with a 
violent fever at Stockholm, he cried out that he 

had 
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Ksd kffled the king of Sweden ; and that, in the 
hdght of his phrenzy, he even opened the win- 
dow, and publicly begged pardon for the regicide* 
When he was inforraed, in the courfe of his reco- 
very, of what he had faid in his illnefs, he wa» 
almoft ready to die with grief. This anecdote I. 
did not chufe to publi(h during his lift-time, i 
faw htm a little before he expired, and think lean 
iafely affim, that, fax from killing Charles XIK 
he would hare fuffered a thoufand deaths to fave 
the life of that hero. Had he a&ually committed 
fuch a horrid crnne, it mud have been to ferve 
fome prince, who, no doubt, would have libe« 
rally rewarded him for fuch a piece of treachery ^ 
but he died in France (b extremely poor, that he 
even flood in need of my alTidance* If thefe rea- 
fons are not thought fufficient to vindicate his me- . 
mory, let it be confidered, that the ball by which 
Charles fell could not come from a pidol, and yet 
* that Siquier had no other way to give the fatal 
blow, than by a piftol concealed under his gar- 
ments. 

The king was no fooner dead, than the iiege 
of Frederickfhall was raifed, ^nd a total change 
took place in the government. The Swedes, who 
confidered the glory df their fovereign rather as a 
burden than an advantage, applied their whole 
attention towards concluding a peace with their 
enemies, and fupprefTing that abfblute power 
which baron de Gortz had fo much abufed to 
their ruin. The ftates, by a free and voluntary 
choice, elefted the fifter of Charles XII. for their 
queen, and obliged her, by a folemn a£l, to re- 
nounce all hereditary right to the crown, that fo 
(he might hold it by the fuflfrages of the people. 
She bound herfelf by the moft (acred oaths never 
2 to 
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to attempt the ref-eftabltflimeiit of arbimrf pMm;' 
nod at laft,. ftcrifidog the lore of rojralty to cikN 
jt^ afiedioo, yielded the cTown to her htubaiid,' 
who was chofen king by the ftatet, an4 mouoted 
the throne on the fiune coMfittont with bb royal* 
tonfyit^ 

'The baron de Gortz was taken into enftddy- 
immediately after the death of Charles* and coo-, 
demned by the fenate of Stockholm to lofe bb 
head, at the foot of the common gallows ; an aft 
of revenge, perhaps, rather than of jnftioe, and 
a cruel infult to the memosy of a king whom 
Sweden ftill admlree. 
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An ORIENTAL HISTORY. 

AND, 

The WaRLDasit Goes, 

The Vision of BABOUC. ~ 
Written by himfelf. 



APPROBATION. 

I The underwritten, who have ob- 
tained the charadler of a learned, 
and even of an ingenious man, have 
read this manufcript, which, in fpite 
of myfelf, I have found to be cu^ 
nous, entertaining^ moral, philofo- 
phical, and capable of affording plea- 
fare even to thofe who hate ro- 
mances. I have therefore decried 
iti and have affured the Cadi-lefquier 
that it is an abominable perform- 
ance. 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY 

T O T H E 

Sultana SHERAA. 
B Y S A D I. 



The i8th of the Month Schewal, in the 
837th Year of the Hegira. 

DELIGHT of the eyes, torment 
of the heart, and light of the mind, 
I kifs not the dud of thy feet, becaufe 
thou never walkelt ; or walkeft only on 
the carpets of Iran, or in paths flrewed 
with rofes. I offer thee the tranflation of 
a book, wrote by an ancient fage ; who, 
having the happinefs to have nothing to 
do, amufed himfelf in compo6ng the hif- 
tory of Zadig ; a work which performs 
more than it promifes. I befeech thee to 
G 3 read 



read and examine it ; for, though thotr 
:art in the ipring of life, and every plea* 
fure courts thee to its embrace ; though 
thou art beautiful, and thy beauty be cm- 
bellifhed by thy admirable talents; tho* 
thou art praifed from evening to morning, 
and, on all thefe accounts, hall a right to 
be devoid of common fcnfe ; yet thou 
haft a found judgment, and a fine tafte » 
and I have heard thee reafon with more 
accuracy than the old dervifes, with their 
long beards and pointed bonnets. Thou 
art difcreet, without being diftruftful ; 
gentle without weaknefs ; and bcncfi- 
ctnt with difccrnmenr. Thou loveft ihy 
friends, and n-vakeft thyfelf no enemies. 
Thy wit never borrows its charms from 
the (hafts of detraftion ; thou neither 
fayeft nor doeft any ill, notwithftanding 
that both are fo much in thy power. In 
a word, thy foul hath always appeared to 
me to be as pure and unfullicd as t!iy 
beauty; Befidcs, thou haft fome little 
knowlegc in phiiofophy, which makes me 

be- 
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believe that thou wilt tike more pleafwe 
than others of thy fex in perufing the 
work of this venerable fage. 

It was originally written in the aocient 
Chaldee, a language which jieither thou 
nor I underftand it was afterwards tran& 
hted into the Arabic, to amufe the fja- 
mous fultan Oulougbeg, much about the 
time that the Arabians and Perflans began 
to write the Thoufand and One Nights^ 
the Thoufand and One Dayi^ (j^c. Ouloug 
was fond of reading Zadig ; but the ful- 
tanas were fonder of the Thoufand and 
One* ** How can you prefer (would the 
wife Ouloug fay to them) thofe (lories 
which have neither fenfe nor meaning V^ 
" It is for that very reafon (replied the 
fultanai) that we like them/' 

I flatter myfelf that thou wilt not re« 
femble thefe thy predeceflbrs ; but that 
thou wilt be a true Ouloug. I even hope, 
that when thou art tired with thofe gene- 
ral converfations, which differ from the 
G 4 Thou-^ 
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Thoufand and One in nothing but in 
being lefs agreeable, I fhall have the ho« 
nour to entertain thee for a moment with 
a rational difcourfe. Hadft thoii been 
Thalcftris, in the time of Scander the fon 
of Philip I hadft thou been the queen of 
Sheba in the time of Solomon, thefe are 
the very kings that would have paid thee 
a vifit. 

I pray the heavenly powers, fhat thy 
pleafures may be unmixed, thy beauty 
never fading, and thy happinefs without 
end. 

SADL 
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The Blind of One Eye. 

THERE lived at Babylon, in the reign 
of king Moabdar, a young man, named 
Zadig, of a good natural difpoiition, 
ftrcngthened and improved by education. Tho* 
rich and young, he had learned to moderate his 
paffions : he had nothing ftifF or affected in his 
behaviour; he did not pretend to examine eveiy 
a£tion by the ftrid rules of reafon ; but was al- 
ways ready to make proper allowances for the 
weaknefs of mankind. It was matter of fur- 
prize, that, notwithftanding his fprightly wit^ 

* The reader will at once perceive that this piece it a 
diverting pidure of human life, in which the author b«t 
ingeniouOy contrived to ridicule and ftigmatize Iht follies 
and vices that abound in every ftation. 
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he never expofcd by his raillciy thofc vague, 
incoherent, and noi^diicourfes, thoferafhcen- 
Cures, ignoram-deciupiis, coarfe jefts, and all 
that cmpFy jingle of words, which, at Babylon, 
went by the name of converfation. He had 
learned, in the firft book of Zoroafter, that 
fclf-love is a foot-ball fwelled with wind, from 
^which, when pierced, the moft terrible tem- 
pefts iiTue forth. Above all, Zadig never boafted 
of his conquefts among the women, nor affec- 
ted to entertain a contemptible opinion of the 
fair fex. He was generous ; and was never 
afraid of obliging the ungrateful, remembering 
the grand precept of Zgroaftcr j *• When thou 
cateft, give to the dogs, ihould -thev even bite 
thee*" He was as wife as it is pofliole for man 
to be ; for he fought to live with the wife. In- 
'firuded in the fciences of the ancient Chal- 
deans, he underftood the principles of natural 
philofophy, fuch as they were then fuppofed to 
be; and knew as much of mctaphyfics as hath 
ever been known in any age, that is, little or 
nothing at all. He was firmly pcrfuadcd, not- 
withftanding the new philofophy of the times, 
that the year confiftcd of three hundred and 
fixty-fivc days and fix hours, and that the fun 
was in the center of the world. IJut when the 
principal magi told him, with a haii<>hty and 
contcniptuoiis air, that his fcntimcnts were of 
a dangerous tendency, and that it was to be 
an cr.cmy to the (late, to believe that the i\in 
revolved round its own axis, and that the year 
had twelve months, he held his tongue with 
l^reat modcily and meekncfs*. 

• AIliHinjij 10 the Aory of Oalileo, wlio wan imprifoncJ 
la ihc inquifitioD at Rome under pope Uib4nVill. for 

having 
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Pofiefled as be was of great riches, and con^ 
fequendy Qf many friends, bJefTed with a good 
conflitution, a bandfome figure, a mind juft 
and moderate, and a heart noble and fincere, 
he fondly imagined that he might eafily be 
liappy. He was going to be married to. Semiraf 
Jivho, in point of beauty, birth, and. fortune^ 
was the firft match in Babylon. He had a real 
,and virtuQus affe^on for this -lady, and (he 
loved him with the moft paffionate fondnefs. 
The happy moment was almoft arrived, that 
was to unite them for ever in the bands of wed- 
. lock, when happening to take a walk together 
towards one of the gates of Babylon, under the ^ 
palm-trees that ^orn the banks of the Euphra- 
tes, they faw fome men approaching, armed 
with fabres and arrows. Theie were the at- 
tendants of young Orcan, the minifter's ne- 
phew, whom his uncle's creatures had flattered 
into an opinion that he might do every thing 
. with impunity. He had none of the graces 
nor virtues of Zadig ; ibut thinking himfelf a 
much more accomplilhed man, he was enraged 
to find that the other was preferred before him. 
This jealoufy, which was merely the efFed of 
his vanity, made him imagine that he was def- 
perately in love with Semira; and accordingly . 
he refolved to carry her off. The ravifhers 
feized her ; in the violence of the outrage they 
wounded her ; and made the blood flow from a 
perfon, the fight of which would have foftened 
the tygers of mount Imaus. She pierced the 
heavens with her complaints. She cried out, 

having taught the motiotX'of the earth, and obliged to re- 
tra^ that flQdtint, 
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*^ My dear hulband I they tear me from the 
.'man I adore." Regardlefs of her own danger, 
ihe was only concerned for the fate of her dear 
.^adig, who, in the mean time, defended him- 
felf with all the ftrength that courage and love 
.could infpire. Affifted only by two flaves» he 
^put the ravifhers to flight, and carried homeSe- 
imh-a, infenfible and bloody as fhe was. On 
opening her eyes, and beholding her deliverer, 
>* O Zadig, (faid fhe) I loved thee formerly as 
my intended huiband ; I now love thee as the 
preferver of my honour and my life/* Never 
was heart more deeply afleded than that of Se- 
mira. Never did a more charming mouth ex- 
pre(s more moving fentiments, in thofe glowing 
words infpired by a fenfe of the greateft of all 
favours, and by the moft tender tranfports of a 
lawful paflion. Her wound was flight, and 
was foon cured. Zadig was more dangerouAy 
wounded ; an arrow had pierced him near his 
eye, and penetrated to a confiderable depth. 
Semira wearied heaven with her prayers for the 
recovery of her lover. Her eyes were con- 
ftantly bathed in tears ; (he anxioufly waited the 
happy moment when thofe of Zadig (hould be 
able to meet hers; but an abfcefs growing on 
the wounded eye, gave every thing to fear. A 
mcflcngcr wasimmcdijtcly difpatchcd to Mem- 
phis, for the great phyfician Hermes, who 
came with a numerous retinue. He vifited the 
patient, and declared that he would lofe his 
eye. He even foretold the day and hour when 
this f.itai event would happen. ** Had it bctn 
the right eye, (faid he) 1 could eafily have cured 
it ; but the wounds of the left eye are incure- 
ablc.'* All Babylon lamented the fate of Za- 

di 
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dig, and admired the profound knowledge of 
Hermes. In two days the abfcefs broke of its 
own accord ; and Zadig was perfe<SUy cured. 
Hermes wrote a book to prove that it ought not 
to have been cured. Zadig did not read it : but, 
as foon as he was able to go abroad, he went to 
pay a vifit to her in whom all his hopes of hap- 
pinefs were centered, and for whofe fake alone 
he wifhed to have eyes. Semira had been in 
the country for three days paft. He learned on 
the road, that that fine lady, having openly de- 
clared that (he had an unconquerable averfion to 
one-eyed men, had, the night before, given 
her handtoOrcan. At this news he fell fpeech- 
lefs to the ground. His forrows brought him 
almoft to the brink of the grave. He was 1 ng 
indifpofed ; but reafon, at laft, got the better 
of his affliction ; and the feverity of his fate 
fcrved even to confole hrm. 

** Since (faid he) I have fuffered fo much 
from the cruel caprice of a woman educated at 
court, I muft now think of marrying the daugh- 
ter of a citizen.** He pitched upon Azora, a 
lady of the greateft prudence, and of the beft 
family in town. He married her, and lived with 
her for three months in all the delights of the 
moft tender union. He only obferved th«t fhe 
had a little levity ; and was too apt to find that 
thofe young men who had the moft handfome 
pcrfons were likewifc poflcffcd of moft wit and 
virtue. 
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#^N£ morning Azora returned from a walk in 
^^ a terrible paffion, and uttering the moft 
violent exclamations. << What aileth thee, (faid 
he) jny dear fpoufe? what is it that can thus 
have difcompofed thee?" " Alas, (faid flie) 
thou wouldeft be as much enraged as I am, hadft 
thou feen what I have juft beheld. I have been 
to comfort the young widow Cpfrou, who, 
within thefe two days, hath raifeda tomb to her 
young huiband, near the rivulet that waibes 
the (kirts of this meadow. She vowed to hea- 
ven, in the bitcernefs of her grief,^ to remain 
at this tomb, while the water of the rivulet 
ihould continue to run near it." ** Well, (faid 
Zadig) (he is an excellent woman, and loved 
her hufband with the moft fincere afte<^ion.** 
** Ah ! (replied Azora) didft thou but know 
in what ihe was employed when I went to wait 
upon her !" " In what, pray, beautiful Azora? 
was fhe turning the courfe of the rivulet?** 
Azora broke out into fuch long invefiives, and 
loaded the young widow with fuch bitter re- 
proaches, that Zadi^ was h» from being pleafeJ 
with thisoltentation of virtue. 

y.?A'v^ had a friend, named Cador, one of 
thofc young men in whom his wife difcovered 
nnorc probity and merit than in others. He 
m::de liim his confident, and fecurcd his fidelity 
as much as poflible, by a confiderable prefent. 
A/ora hr:vin^^ paflcd two days with a friend in 
the country, returned home on the third. The 
fnvnnt:, told her, with tears in their eyes, that 
iiCT hufLund died fuddcnly the night before; 

that 
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that they were afraid to fend her an account of 
.this mournful event ; and that they had juft been 
depoliting his corps in the tomb of his ancef- 
torSy at the end of the garden. She wept; (be 
tore her hair ; and fwore (he would follow him 
to the grave. In the*evening, Cador begged 
leave to wait upon her, and joined his tears 
with hers. Next day they wept lefs, and dined 
together. Cador told her, that his friend had 
left him thegreateft part of his eilate ; and that 
he fliould think himfelf extremely happy in 
(baring his fortune with her. The lady wept, 
fell into a paffion, and at laft became more mild 
and gentle. They fat longer at fupper than at 
dinner. They now talked with greater confi- 
dence. Aiora praifed the deceafed ; but owned 
that he had many failings from which Cador 
was free. 

During fupper, Cador complained of a viO'* 
lent pain in his fide. The lady, greatly con- 
cerned, and eager to fervehim> caufed all kinds 
of cffenccs to be brought, with which (be 
anointed him, to try if fome of them might not 
pofEbly e^e him of his pain. She lamented 
that the great Hermes was notftill in Babylon. 
She even condefcended to touch the fide in 
which Cador felt fuch exquifite pain. ^< Art 
thou fubjcdl to this cruel diforder ?*' faid (he to 
him with a compaffionate air. ^^ It fometimes 
brings me ^replied Cador) to the brink of the 
grave ; ana there is but one remedy that can 
give me relief; and that is, to apply to my fide 
the nofe of a man who is lately dead.'* A ftrange 
remedy, indeed !" faid Azora. *' Not more 
ftrange (replied he) th^ the fachcls of Arnou 

agaiaft 
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againft the apoplexy*." This reafon, added 
to the great merit of the young man, at laft: de- 
termined the lady. " After all, (fays ftie) when 
my husband (hall crofs the bridge Tchrna- 
var, in his journey to the other world, the 
angel Afrael will not refufe him a paflaee be- 
caufe his nofe is a little fliorter in the lecond 
life than it was in the iirft." She then took a 
razor ; went to her husband's tomb ; bedewed 
it with her tears ; and drew near to cut ofF the 
nofe of Zadig, whom fhe found extended at full 
length in the tomb. Zadig arofe, holding hrs 
nofe with one hand, and putting back the razor 
with the other. *' Madam, (faid he) don't ex- 
claim fo violently againft young Cpfrou : the 
projedl of cutting off my nofe is equal to that 
of turning the courfe of a rivulet f^'* 
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'if AD I G found by experience, that the firft 
^ month of marriage, as it is written in the 
book of Zend,, is the moon of honey ; and that 
the fecond is the moon of wormwood. He was, 
fome time after, obliged to repudiate Azora, 
who became too difficult to be pleafed ; and he 
then fought for happinefs in the ftudy of na- 

• There was at that time a Babylonian named Arncu, 
who, according to his advertifements in the Gazettes, cured 
and prevented all kind« of apoplexies, by a little bag hung 
about the neck. 

f One fet) the author had in his eye the well knowa 
fable of the Epl.clian matron. 

tuie* 
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turc. *' No man (faid he) can be happier than 
a philofopher, who reads in this great book, 
which God hath placed before our eyes. The 
truths he difcovers arte his own. He n6uri(hes 
and exalts his foul ; he lives in peace; he fears 
nothing from men ; and his tender fpoufe will 
not come to cut off his nofe." 

Poflefled of thefe ideas, he retired to a coun- 
try- houfe on the banks of the Euphrates. There 
he did not employ himfelf in calculating how 
many inches of water flow in a fecond of time 
under the arches of a bridge, or whether there 
fell a cube-line of rain in the month of the 
Moufe, more than in the month of the Sheep. 
He never dreamed of making filk of cobwebs, 
or porcelain of broken bottles ; but he chiefly 
ftudied the properties of plants and animals ; 
and ibon acquired a fagacity that made him dif- 
cover a thoufand difFerences where other men 
fee nothing but uniformity. 

One day, as he was walking near a little 
wood, he faw cNie of the queen's eunuchs running 
towards him, followed by feveral officers, who 
appeared to be in great perplexity, atid who ran 
to and fro like men diftraded, eagerly fearching 
for fomething they had loft of great . value, 
^^ Young man, (faid the firiV eunuch) haft thou 
feen the queen's dog?'' ** It is a bitch, (replied 
Zadig with great modefty) and not a dog.'* 
^ Thou art in the rights" returned the firft eu- 
nuch. ** It is a very fmall fhe fpaniel, (added 
Zadig ;) (he has lately whelped ; ftie limps on 
the left fore-foot, and has very long ears.'* 
*' Thou haft feen her," faid the firft eunuch, 
quite out of breath. ** No, (replied Zadig) I 
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hay^ not fccn her ; nor did I fo much as know 
that the queen had a bitch." 

Kxadily at the fame time, by one of the com- 
rnon freak I of fortune, the fineft horfe in the 
king's ftablc had cfcapcdfrom the jockey in the 
plains of Babylon. The principal huntfman, 
ami all the other officers, ran after him with as 
much cagcrncfs and anxietv as the firft eunuch 
had done after the bitch. The principal buntf- 
man addrcflcd himfelf toZadig, and aflced him 
if he had not fecn the king's horfe paflinc by. 
^' lie is (he flectcft horfe in the king's liable, 
(replied Zadig \) he is five feet high, with very 
Iniall hoofs, and a tail three feet and an half in 
length \ the ftuds on his bit are sold of twenty- 
three carats, and his fhoes arc (ilver, of eleven 
penny-weight." *• What way did he take? 
where is lie ?*' demanded the chief huntfman. 
^' 1 have not feen him^« (replied Zadig) and 
IK vcr heard talk of him before." 

The principal humfman, and the firft eunuch 
never doubted but that Ziidi^ nad itolcn the 
king*s horfe, and the queen's bitch. They there- 
foic had him conduaed before the ancmbly of 
the grand dcfterham, who condemned him to 
the knout, and to fpcnd the reft of his days in 
Siberia f. Hardly was the fcntence pafleJ, when 
the horfe and the bitch were both found. The 



* Thii, liovvevcr, was a mere equivocation j frr, I'u.uRh 
lie liad not udtirilly feen the horfe, it will attrrv.'.iidi Ap' 
|ii.ii tliat he m\i(\ have known what ro4(l ht: foiio-.veil. 

i Here thfj aofhorfccini to have foij^i.t hiinfolf ; i'^tt' 
ytJc lie woiiM never linvc drciiucH of inflidhng a Ruf?i*n 
I i:ninmicnt on a ISnWyloni.in ciiminal; far left of fcr> l-n{ 
hiiM in i:xilc from ihc banks ci the Luphratet into (he dcfcrt* 
g: Liberia. 
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'judges were reduced to the difagrceaWe neccf- 
fity of reverfing their fentence 5 but they con- 
demned Zadig to pay four hundred ounces of 
£old, for having faid that be had not feen what 
he had feen. This fine he was obliged to pay ; 
after which he was permitted to plead his caufe 
before the council of the grand defterham, when 
lie fpoke to the following efFeA : 

** Ye ftars of juftice, abyfs of fcicnces, mir- 
rors of truth, who have the weight of lead, the 
hardnefs of iron, the fplendour of the diamond, 
and many of the properties of gold ; fince I am 

rsrmitted to fpeak before this auguft afTembly, 
fwear to you by Oromades, that I have never 
feen the queen*s refped^able bitch, nor the facred 
horfe of the kin^ of kings. The truth of the 
matter was as follows : I was walking towards 
the little wood, where I afterwards met the ve- 
iieral)le eunuch, and the moft illuftrious chief 
huntfman. I obferved on the fand the traces of 
an animal, and could eafily perceive them to be 
thofe of a little do^. The light and long fur- 
rows imprefled on Tittle eminences of fand be- 
tween the marks of the paws, plainly difcob* 
vered that it was a bitch, whofe dugs were 
hanging • down, and that therefore ihe muft 
have whelped a few days before. Other traces 
of a different kind, that always appeared to 
have gently brufhed the furface of the fand near 
the marks of the fore-feet, fbewed miB that (he 
had vtty long ears ; and as I remarked, that 
there was always a (lighter impre(fion made on 
the fand' by one foot than by the other three, 
I. found that the bitch of our ^uguft queen 
was a little lame, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preiBon. 
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** With regard to the horfc of the king of 
kings, you will be pleafed to know, that walk- 
ing in the lanes of this wood, I obfcrired the 
marks of a horfe's fhocs, all at equal diftanccs. 
This muft be a horfe, f'aid I to myfelf, that |aN 
lops excellently. The duft on the trees in a 
narrow road that was but feven feet wide was 
a little bruflied off, at the diftancc of three feet 
and a half from the middle of the road. Thii 
horfe, faid I, has a tail three feet and a half 
lon;^, which being whifked to the right and 
left, has fwcpt away the duft. I obfcrved under 
the trees that formed an arbour five feet in 
height, that the leaves of the branches were 
newly fallen ; from whence I inferred that the 
horfe had touched them, and that he muft 
therefore be frvc feet high. As to his bit, it 
muft be gold of twenty-three carats, for he had 
rubbed its bofll-s againft a ftorie which I knew 
to be a touc'h-ftone, and which I have tried. 
In a word, from the marks made by his fliocs 
on flints of another kind, 1 concluded that he 
was (hod with filvcr eleven deniers fine." •All 
the judges admired Zadig for his acute and 
profound difcernmcnt. The news of this fpeech 
was carried even to the king and queen. 
Nothing was talked of but Zadig in the anti« 
chambers, the chambers, and the cabinet ; and 
though many of the Magi were of opinion that 
he oun;|j« tf) be burnt as a forccrcr, the kin; 
ordered his officers to rcftore him the fotir hun- 
dred ounces of gold which he had been obliged 
to pay. The rej^ifter, the attornics and b.iilitr>, 
went to his hou:e with great formalftv, to carry 
him back his lour hundred ounces. Thev only 
/cNuneJ liiiec hundred and ninety-ci^ht oi them 

1% 
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to defray the expences of juftice; and their 
^u-vants demanded their fees. 

Zadig faw how extremely dangerous It fome- 
times is to appear too knowing, and therefore 
refolved that on the next occafion of the like 
nature, he would not tell what he had feen. 

^uch an opportunity foon offered. A prifoner 
of ftate made his efcape,^ and paiTed under the 
windows of Zadig's houfe. Zadig was exa- 
mined and made tio anfwer. But it was proved 
that he had looked at the prifoner from this 
window. For this crime he was condemned to 
pay five hundred ounces of gold ; and, according 
to the polite cuflom of Babylon, he thanked his 
judees for their indulgence. ^< Great God ! 
faid he to himfelf, what a misfortune it is to 
walk in a wood through which the aueen's 
bitch or the king's horfe have pafTed ! how 
dangerous to look out at ^window ! and how 
difficult to be happy in this life!" 

The Envious Mak. 

ZADIG refolved to comfort himfelf by phi- 
lofophy and friendfliip, for the evils he had 
fufFered from fortune. He had in the fuburbs 
of Babylon a houfe elegantly furniflied, in 
which he aflembled all the arts and all the 
pleafures worthy the purfuit of a gentleman. 
In the morning his library was open to the 
learned. In the evening, his table was fur- 
rounded by good company. But he foon found 
what very dangerous guefts thefemen of letters 
arc A warm difpute lurofe on one of Zoro'^ 

after'f 
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after's laws, which forbids the eating of a 
griffin. ** Why, faid (bmfc of them, prohibit 
the eatine of a griffin, if there is no fuch animal 
in nature r* ** There muft neceflarily be fuch an 
animal, faid the others, fince Zoroafter for- 
bids us to eat it." Zadig would fain have re- 
conciled them by faying : *' If there are grif- 
fins let us not eat them ; if thcie are no grif- 
fins we cannot poffibly eat them; and thu9 
cither way we (hall obey Zoroafter." 

A learned man, who had compofed thirteen 
volumes on the properties of the griffin, and 
was befides the chief theurgite, hafted away 
to adeufe Zadie before one of the principal 
magi, named Yebor, the greateft blockhead, 
and therefore the grcatefl fanatick among the 
Chaldeans. This man would have empaled 
Zadig to do honour to the fun, and would then 
have recited the breviary of Zoroafter with 
greater fatisfaftion. The friend Cador, (a friend 
is better than a hundred priefts,) went to Ytbor 
and faid to him, *' Long live the fun and th? 
griffins; beware of punifhing Zadig; he is a 
faint; he has griffins in his inner court, and 
does not eat them ; and hisaccuicr is an heretic, 
who dares to maintain that rabbit? have cloven 
feet, and arc not unclean." " Well, faid 
Yebor, fliaking his bald pate, we muft empale 
Zavli^ for having thought contcmptuoufly of 
j2;riffiiis, and the other for having fpoke dif- 
KlpciStly of rabbits/' Cador hulhcd up the 
affair by means of a maid of honour who had 
bore him a child, and who had great incerclfc 
in the college of the magi. No body was cm- 
palcd. This lenity occailoncd great murmur- . 
ing among fomc of iVv^ <\oeto\%^ n^V^ ^\^vcv 
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thence presided the fall of Babylon *. <* Upon 
what docs happinefs depend, faid Zadig; I am 
pcrfccuted by every thfng in the world, even 
on account. of beings that have no exiftence." 
He curfed thofe men of learning, and refolved 
for . the future to live with none but good 
company. 

He a/TemUedat his hotrfe the moft worthy 
men, and the moft' beautiful ladies of Babyloii. 
He glave them delicious fuppers, often preceded 
by conforts of mufick, and always animated by 
polite converfation, from which he knew how 
to banifh that afiie^^ation of wit, which is the 
fureft method of preventing it entirely, and of 
fpotling the pleafure of the moft agreeable fo- 
ciety*. .Neither the choice of his friends nor 
that of the difties, was made by vanity i for in 
every thing he preferred the fubftance t6 the 
fhadow ', and by thefe means he procured that 
real refpe6t to which he did not afpire. 

Oppofite to his houfe lived one Arimazes, a 
man whofe deformed countenance was but a 
faint pi£^ure of his ftill more deformed mind. 
His Iseart was a mixture of malice, pride, and 
envy. Having never been able to fueceed in 
any of his undertakings, he revenged himfelf 
on all around him, by loading them with the 
blackeft calumnies. Rich as he was, he found 
it. difficult to procure a fet of flatterers. The 
rattling of the chariots that entered Zadie*8 
court in the evening filled him with uneafiri'. fs ; 
the found of bis praifes enraged him ftill more. 

* This is a fevere fatire upen thofe cruel bigots who per- 
lecute all fueh as prefume to differ from dUUilhed opi- 
nionfiy though purely fpeculative. 

He 
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He fomctimes went to Zadig's hou(e, and fat 
down at table without being defired; where he 
fpoiled all the pleafure of the company, as the 
harpies are faid to infed the viands thev touch. 
It happened that one day he took it in nis head 
to give an entertainmeut to a lady, who, in- 
ilead of accepting it, went to fup with Zadig. 
At another time, as he was talking with Zadig 
in the palace, they accofted a minifter, who 
invited Zadig to fupper, without inviting Ari- 
niazes. The moft implacable hatred has ^Idom 
a more folid foundation. This man, who in 
Jkbylon was called the EftviousjTefolvcd to ruin 
Zadig, becaufe he was called the Hafpy. *' The 
opportunity of doing mifchief occurs a hundred 
times in a day, and that of doing eood but once 
a year,*' as fayeth the wife Zoroafter. 

l*he envious man went to fee Zadig, who 
was walking in his garden with two friends 
ajid a lady, to whom he faid many gallant 
things, without any other intention thun th^t 
of faying them. The converfation turned upon 
a war which the king had juft brought to a 
happy conclufion againft the prince of Hircania, 
his vafl'al. Zadig, who had fignalized his 
courage in this (hort war, bcftowed great prailcs 
on the kinu;, but greater flill on the lady. He 
t(K)k out his pocket-book, and wrote four lines 
extempore, which he gave to this amiable 
pel Ion to read. His friends bcgi^ed thev miL'ht 
iee them j but modefly, or rather a well re^.u- 
lated felf-love, would not allow him to grunt 
their rcijueft. He knew that exiem|x>rary vcrles 
are never approved by any but by the pcrfon in 
whofe honour they arc written. He therefore 
U»jc in two the kai oi\ >nYvk\v Yvc \vjl^ vjxq^c 



The Ekvious Man. 145 

them, kni threw both the pieces into a thicket 
of rofc bufliesi where the reft of the company 
fought for them in vain. A flight fhower 
fallmg foon after, obliged them to return to 
the houfe. The envious man, who ftaid in the 
garden, continued tofearch, till at Infl he found 
m piece of the leaf. It had been torn in fuch 4 
manner, that each half of a line formed a com- 
plete fenfe, and even a verfe of a ihorter mcafure \ 
but what was ftill more furprifing, thefe fhr>rc 
yerfes were found to contain the moft injurioua 
iefleftions on the king : they ran thus : 

Par Us plus grands forfnits 
Sur !i trim affgrmty 
Dans la puUiqui^ patx 
Ceft li fiul inmmi. 

By crimes of deepeft dye 
Eirablilh'd on the throne^ 
Of peace the enemy 
Is he, and he alone. 

"The envious man was now happy for thn 
firft time of his life. He had it in his powcr 
to ruin a jpcrfon of virtue and merit. Ftllc-il 
with this nend-like joy, he found means to con- 
vey to the king the fatire written by the hnnif 
of Zadig, who, together with the Indy and i)i;: 
two friends, was thrown into prilbn. His 
trial was foon finifhed, without his being pt'r*- 
mitted to fpeak for himfclf. As he was {;;oing 
to receive his fentcncr, the envious man threw 
himfelf in hi^ way, and told him with n loud 
voice, that his verfcs were good for nothinn;. 
Zadig did not value himfilf on being a **pni\ 
poet; but it filltil him with 'mcx^K?t\A<i ccvw- 
cern to find (ijat he w:\s coudcvww^^ ^^^^ \vv^\ 
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treafon, and that the Fair lady and his two friendi 
were confined in prifon for a crime of whicti 
they were not guilty. He was not allowed to 
fpealc, becaiife his writing fpoke for him. Such 
was the law of Babylon* Accordingly he was 
conduced to the place of execution, through 
an immenfe crowd of fpeAators, who durft 
not venture to exprefs their pity for him ; but 
who carefully examined his countenance, to fee 
if he died with a good grace. His relations 
alone were iiiconfoTable ; for they could not 
fuccecd to his eftate. Three. fourths of his 
wealth were confifcated into the king's treafury, 
and the other fourth was given to the envious 
man. 

Juft ns he was preparing for death, the king's 
parrot flew from its cage, and alighted on a 
lofc buili in Zadig's garden. A peach had 
been driven thither by the wind from a neigh- 
bouiing tree, and had fallen on a piece of the 
written leaf of tiic pocket-book, to which it 
lluck. The bird carried ofi' the peach and the 
paper, and laid them on the king's knee. The 
king took up the paper with great cigcrnefs, 
and read the words, which formed no fenfe, and 
leemcd to be the endings of vcrfes. He loved 
poetry ; and there is always fomc mercy to be 
t'xpcoled from a prince of that difpofition. The 
adventure of ihc parrot fet him a thinking. 
'J 'he q'.reen, who rcmcmlK-rcd what had been 
wiitttn en the piece of Zadig's pocket*book, 
Ciuiled it to be brought. They compared the 
two pi.-ces together, and found them to tally 
exactly : they then read the verfcs as Zadig had 
wioic thern. 

The 
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Par Us plui grands f or fait s fat vu trcuhUr la tern-. 
Sur U trine a^ermi U rot fait tout domter. 
Dans la publtque paix T amour feul fait la guerre: 
Cejl lifiul ennem quifoit a redoutcr. 

Bycrimeiofdeepcft dye — the wretched world's 

in thralt 
EftablifhM on the thronc^our monarch's powVs 

rcvciMil 
Of peace the enemy — Love, potent lord o'er all 
Is he, and he alone, — we chiefly ought to fear. 

The kinR gave immediate orders that Zadi;^ 
fhould be brought hefore him, and that his two 
frtfnds and the lady fhould be fct at librrty. 
/.adig fell proftratc on the ground before the 
kmg and queen ; humbly begf»ed their pardon 
for having made fuch bad vcife^, and fpokc 
with fo much propriety, wit, and good fc nfr, 
that their majc(Hrs dclircd they mij^ht fee him 
aqain. He did himfclf that honour, and infi- 
iiuated himfelf ft ill farther into their good graces. 
'J'hcy gave him all the wealth of the envious 
man; but Zadig rcftorcd him back the whole 
of it I and this inftance of generoflty gave no 
other plcafurc to the envious man than that of 
having prefervcd hiseftate. The king's cftecili 
for Zadig encreafed every day. He admitted 
him into all his parties of pleafure, and con* 
fulted him in all affairs of ftate. From that 
time the queen began to regard him with an 
eye of tendcrnefs that might one day prove 
dangerous to herfeK, to the king her anguft 
contort, to Zadit^, smd to the kin^dom in ge- 
neral*, /udig now begin to think that happi- 
nefs was not fo unattainable as he had formerly 
imagined, 
. . II 2 T^ 
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'T^ HE time was now arrived for celebrating a 
^ grand feftiva), which returned every five 
years. It wa a cuflom in Babylon folemnly to 
declare, at the end of every five years, which of 
the citizens had performed the naoft generous 
a£iion. The grandees and the magi were the 
judges. The firit fatrape^ who was charged 
with the government of the city, publifhed the 
moft noble anions that had pafled under his 
adminifiration. The competition was decided 
by votes ; and the king pronounced the fentence* 
People came to this Solemnity from the extre- 
mities of the earth* The conqueror received 
from the monarch's hands a golden cup adorned 
with precious ftones, his majefty at the fame 
time making him this compliment: <^ Receive 
this reward of thy generofity, and may the 
gods grant me many fubjedb like to thee.'* 

This memorable day being eome, the king 
appeared on his throne^ iurrounded by- the 
grandees, the magi, and the deputies of all the 
fiat ions that came to thefe games, where glory 
was acquired not by the fwiftnefs of horfes, 
jior by Itrcngth of body, but by virtue. The 
iirft fatrape recited with an audible voice, fuch 
aSions as might intitle the authors of them to 
this invaluable prize. He did not mention the 
greatnefs of foul with which Zadig had re- 
Sored the envious man his fortune, becaufe it 
was not judged to be an action worthy of dif- 
.puting the prize. 

He firft presented a judge, who having made 

a citizen lofc a confide^-able caufe bj.a miftake, 

: r 'for 
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for which,, after all, he was not accountable^ 
had given him the whole of his own eftate, 
which was juft equal to what the other had 
loft. . ^ 

He next produced a young man, who being 
de^rately in love with a lady whom he was 
going to marry, had yielded her up to his friend^ 
wiioie paffion for her had almoft brought him. 
to the brink of the grave^.and at the fame time 
bad given him the lady's fortune. 

He afterwards produced a foldier, who, in the 
wars of Hircania, had given a ftill more noble 
inftance of jgenerofity. A party of the enemy 
having fcized his miftrefs, he fought in her de-* 
iience with great intrepidity. At that very 
inftant he was informed that another party, atr 
the diftance of a few paces, were carrying off 
his mother ; he therefore left his miftrefs with 
tears in his eyes, and flew to the afiiflance of 
bis mother. At laft, he returned to the dear 
objed of his love, and found her expiring. He 
was juft going to plunge his fword in his own 
bofgm; but bis mother remonftrating againft 
fuch a defperate deed) and telling hifn that he 
was the only fupport of her life, he bad the 
courage to endure to live. 

The judges were inclined to give the prize 
to the foldier. . But the king took up the dif« 
courfei, and faid, << The suEtion of the foldier^ 
and thofe pf the other two^ are doubtlefs very, 
ereat, but thev have nothing in them furpri- 
rnig. Yefteraay Zadig performed an aSion 
;tbat filled me with wonder. I had a few days 
before difgraced Coreb, my minifter and fa- 
vourite. I complained of him in the moft 
'.violent and bitter terms -, all my courtiers 
Hi af- 
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aflured me that I was too gentle, and feemed to 
vie with each other in fpeaking ill of Coreb. 
I a(ked Zadig what he thought of him, and he 
had the courage to commend him. I have read 
in our hiftories of many people who have 
atoned for an error by the furrender of their 
fortune) who have rengned a miflrefs; or pre- 
ferred a mother to the obje£l of their affe^ion ; 
but never before did! hear of a courtier who 
fpoke' favourably of a difgraced minifter, tbac 
Ijiboured under the difpieafure of his fovereign, 
I give to each of thofe whofe generous actions 
have been now recited, twenty thoufand pieces 
of gold ; but the cup I give to Zadig." 

^< May it pleafe your majefty, faid Zadig, 
thyfelf alone deferveft the cup: thou haft per- 
formed an aAion of all others the moft uncom- 
monand meritorious, flnce, notwithftandingthy 
being a powerful king, thou waft not oilended 
at thy flave, when he ^efumed to oppofe thy 
pafHon." The king and Zadig were equally 
the obje£l of admiration. The judge who had 
given his eftate to his client ; the lover who 
had refigned his miftrefs to his friend; and the 
foldier who had preferred the fafety of his mo- 
ther to that of his millrefs, received the king's 
prefents, and law their names inrolled in the 
catalogue of generous men. Zadig had the 
cup, and the king acquired the reputation of a 
good prince, which he did not long enjoy. 
The day was celebrated by feafts that laned 
longer than the law enjoined; and the memory 
of it is lliU prefer ved in Afia. Zadig faid, 
'^ Now I am happy at laftj'' but he found him- 
ielf fatally deceived. 

The 
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^HE king had loft his firft miniflcr, and 
-*• chofe Zadig to fupply hfs place. All the 
ladies in Babylon applauded the choice; for 
fince the foundation of the empire there had 
never been fuch a young minifter. But all the 
courtiers were filled with jealoufy and vexation. 
The envious man, in particular, was troubled with 
a fpitiing of blood, and a prodigious inflammation 
in his.iiofe. Zadig having thanked the king 
and queen for their goodnefs, went likewifc to 
thank the parrot. ^^ Beautiful bird, faid he, 
'tis thou that haft faved my life, and made me 
firft minifter. The queen's*^ bitch and the 
king's horfe did me a great d^al of miichief^ 
but thou haft done me much good. Upon 
fuch flender threads as thefe do the fates of 
mortals bang! but, added he, this happinefs 
perhaps will vanifti very foon." " Soon, re- 
plied the parrot." Zadig was fomewhat ftartled 
at this word. But as he was a good natural 
philofopher, and did not believe parrots to be pro- 
phets, he quickly recovered his fpirits, and re- 
folved to execute his duty to the beft of his 
power. 

He made every one feel the facred authority 
of the laws, but no one felt the weight of his 
dignity. He never checked the deliberations of 
the divan ; and every vizier might give his opi- 
nion without the fear of incurring the miAt- 
iter's difpleafure. When he gave judgment, it 
was not he that gave it, it was the law ; the 
figor of which, however, whenever it was too 
fevere, he always took care tofoften; and when 
H 4 laws 
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Uws were wanting, the equity of his deciflons 
was fuch as might eafily have made them pais 
lor thofe of Zoroafter. 

It is to him that the nations are indebted for' 
this grand principle, to wit, that it is better to 
run the rifk of fparing the guilty than to con- 
demn the innocent. He imagined that laws 
were made as well to fecure the people from the 
fufFering of injuries, as to reftrain them from 
the commiiEon of crimes. His chief talent 
confifted in difcovering the truth, which all men 
feek to obfcure. This great talent he put in 
praSice from the ytxy beginning of his admi- 
niftration. A famous merchant of Babylon^ 
who died in'the Indies, divided his efiate equally 
between his two fons, after having difpofed of 
their fifter in marriage, and left a prefent of 
thirtv thoufand pieces of gold to that fon who 
ihould be found to have loved him heft. The 
eldeft raifed a tomb to his memory ; the youngcft 
encreafed his fitter's portion, by giving her a 
part of his inheritance. Every one faid that 
the cideft fon loved his father bed, and the 
youngeft his fitter i and that the thirty thou* 
land pieces belonged to the eldtft. 

Zadig fent for both of them, the one after 
the other. To the eldett he faid, ** Thy father 
is not dead; he is recovered of his latt illnefs, 
and is returning to Babylon." " God be 
praifed, replied the young man, but his tomb 
cott me a confide rable fum." Zadig afterwards 
faid the fame thing to the youngeft. *' God 
be praifed, faid he, I will go and rcttore to my 
father all that I have ; but I could witti that be 
would leave my fitter what I have given her." 
•* Thou (halt reftorc nothing, replied Zadig, 

and 
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and thou {halt have the thirty thoufand pieces^ 
for thou art the fon who loves his father beft." 

A young lady poffeffed of a handfome fortune 
Iiaid given a promife of marrmge to two magi ; 
and after having, for (bme months, received the 
inftrudions of both, (he proved "with child. 
They were both defirous of marrying her» 
** I will take for my hufband, faid fhe, the man 
who has put me in a condition to give a fubjeft 
to the ftate.** ^' I am the man that has done 
the work, feid the one." ** I am thcf man thae 
has done it, faid the other*" ** Well, replied 
the lady, I will acknowledge for the infant's fa- 
ther him that can give it the bed educatiort." 
The lady was delivered of a fon. The twc» 
magi contended who {hould bring hhn up, arid 
the caufe was carried before Zadig. Zadig fum- 
tnoned the two magi to attend him. *• What 
will you teach your pupil? faid he to tbcfirft." 
•* I will teach him, faid the doftor^ the eight 
parts of fpeech, logick, aftrotogy, pneumaticks^ 
what is meant by fubftance and accident, ab* 
ftra£t*and concrete, the doctrine of the monadesy 
and the pre-eftabliflied ffarmony." " For my 
part, faid the fecond, I will endeavour to give 
him afenfe of juftice, and to make him worthy 
the friendftiip of good men." Zadig then cried^ 
** Whether thou art his father or not, thou 
Ihalt have his mother/* 
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The Disputes and the Audibnceb. 

T N this manner he dailv difcovered the Tub* 
^ tilty of his genius and the goodnefs of hit 
heart. The people at once admired and loved 
him. He pafled for the happieft man in the 
world. The whole empire refounded with his 
name. All the ladies ogled him. All the 
men praifed him for his juftice. The learned 
regarded him as an oracle ; and even the priefts 
confefled that he knew more than the old arch- 
magi Yebor. They were now fo far from pro- 
fecuting him on account of the griffins, that 
they believed nothing but what be thought 
credible. 

There had reigned in Babylon, for the fpace 
of fifteen hundred years, a violent conteft that 
had divided the empire into two fe^. The 
one pretended that they ought to enter the 
temple of Mitra with the left foot foremofl:*; 
the other held this cuftom in deteftation, and 
always entered with the right foot firft. The 
people waited with great impatience for the 
day on which the folemn feaft of the facrcd 
fire was to be celebrated, to fee which (cA 
Zadig would favour. All the world had their 
eyes fixed on his two feet, and the whole city 
was in the utmoft fufpence and perturbation. 
Zadig jumped into the temple with his feet 
joined together j and afterwards proved, in an 
eloquent difcourfe, that the fovcreign of heaven 
and earth, who acccptcth not the iK-rfons of men, 

* This is probably a glance at the difputes about Janfo- 
nifm, which, though in thcmfelves infignificant, have di« 
vided France into two inveterate fa^ioRi. 

2 cxxaket 
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makes no diftinftion between the right and 
the left foot. The envious man and his wife 
alledg^ that his difcourfe was not figurative 
enough, and that he did not make the rocks 
and mountains to dance with fufficient agility. 
*• He is dry, faid they, and void of genius : 
lie does not make the fea to fly, and nars to 
fall, nor the fun to melt like wax : he has not 
the true oriental ftile.*' Zadig contented him- 
felf with having the ftile of reafon. All the 
world favoured him, not becaufe he was in 
the right road, or followed the dilates of rea> 
fon, or was a man of real merit, but becaufe 
•he was prime vizier. 

He terminated with the fame happy addre/s 
the grand difference between the white and the 
black magi. The former maintained, that it 
was the height of impiety to pray to God with 
the face turned towards ttie eaft in winter : the 
• latter aflerted that God abhorred the prayers 
of thofe who turned towards the weft in fum- 
mer. Zadig decreed that every man fhould be 
allowed to turn as he pleafed. 

Thus he found out the happy fecret of finifh- 
ing all affairs, whether of a private or public 
natuce, in the morning. The reft of the day 
he employed in fuperintending and promoting 
the embellifhments of Babylon. He exhibited 
tragedies that drew tears from the eyes of the 
fpedlators, and comedies that ffaook their fides 
with laughter; a cuftom which had long been 
difufed, and which his good tafle now induced 
him to revive. He never affcfted to be more 
knowing In the polite arts than the artifts them- 
fclves; he encouraged them by rewards and 
honours, and was never jealous of their talents. 
H 6 \xw 
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In the evening the king was highly entertained 
with his converfation, and the queen ftill more. 
*' Great minifter!*' faid the king. <^ Amiable 
niinifler," fakl the queen ; and both of them 
added, ^^ It would have been a great loft to the 
fiate, ha4 fuch a man been haneed.'' 

Never was man in power obH^ed to sive fo 
'many audiences to the ladies. Moft of them 
came to cohfult him about—-*— no bufmeis at 
all, that fo they might have fome bufmefa with 
him. I'he wife of the envious man was among 
the firft. She fwore to him by Mitra, by Zenda 
Vcfta, and by the facrcd fire,, that (he detefted 
her bii{band*s condufl : (he then told him in con- 
fidence that he was a jealous brutal wretch ; 
and gave him to underfland, that heaven pu- 
nl/lied him for his crimes, by refufme him the 
precious cfFe^U of the facred fire, by whicK 
alone man can be rendered like the gods. Ac 
l:ifl (he concluded by dropping her garter. . 
ZaJi r took it up with his ufual politencfs ; 
ixit (lid not tic it about the lady's leg ; and thi^ 
ili^ht fault, if it may be called a fault, was the 
raufe of the moft terrible misfortunes. Zadir^ 
never thought of it more ; but the lady thought 
nf it with great attention. 

Never a day paflcd without feveral vifitsfrom 
ihc ladies. The fccret annids of Babylon pre- 
tend that he once yielded to the temptation ; 
])".ir that he was furpiifcd to find that he cn- 
j.iycd liiti minrcfs withr)iit plcafurc, and cm- 
hr.iccd her without iljifrac^tion. 'I'lic lady to 
xvhoin h'/ |;,avts almolt wjfjiout being fcnlli;! • 
'«! ii, thfric marks ot iiis favour, was a nulJ o: 
honour to queen Afhirte. Tins temUr ll.-.- 
ii.ljjiiin faid to licifcli* by way of co-.i.i' :., 
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« Thff nan miift have his head filled with a 
prodimut hcapofbufioels, fince even in makine 
lore he cannot avoid thinkine on public a^ 
biru^ Zadig happened^ at tne verjr inftant 
wbennoft p^ple £7 nodiing at all, and others 
only pronounce a tew £icred words, to cry 
out, ** The queen." The Babylonian thought 
that he was at laft happily come tohimielf, and 
that be laid, «^ Mv queen.** But Zadig, who 
was always too aUrnt, pronounced the name 
of Aftarte. The lady, who in this happy fi« 
tuation interpreted every thing in her own 
£if our, imagined that he meant ta lay, ** Thou 
Mt more beautiful than queen Aftarte J' After 
rcceivif^ Ibme handibme prefents, (be left the 
feraglio of Zadig, and went to rdbtte her ad-> 
venture to the envious woman, who was her 
intimate friend, and who was greatly piqued at 
the prdicrence given to the other* ^^ He would 
aot fo much as deign, fiud (he, to tie this ear« 
ter about my leg» and I am diefefbie relbrved 
never to wear it more.** ^ O ho, laid the^ 
happy lady to die envious one, your garters 
are the fame with the queen's ! do you buy 
them from the (ame weaver i^ This hint fet 
the envious lady a thinking ; Ac made no re» 
ply, but went to confult with het envious 
huiband. 

Mean while Zadig; perceived that his thoughts 
were always diftra&d,. as well when he gave 
audience, as when he &t in judgment. He did 
not know to what to attribute this abfence of 
minJ ; and that was his only forrow. 

He bad a dream, in which he imagined that 
be laid himfelfdown upon a heap of dry herbs, 
among which there were many prickly ones 
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that gave him great uneafinefs, and that he af- 
terwards repofed htmfelf on a fofc bed of rofes, 
from which therefprung a ferpent, that wounded 
him to the heart with its marp and venomed 
tongue. ^^ Alas, faid he, I have long lain on 
thele dry and prickly herbs, I am now on the 
bed of rofes ; but what fhall be the ferpent ?** 

JEALOUSY. 

Cf ADIG's calamities fprung even from his 
^ happinefs, and efpeciaily from his merit. 
He every ^ky converfed with the king and 
Aftarte his auguft confort. The charms of 
his converfation were greatly heightened by 
that defire of pleafmg, which is to the mind 
what drefs is to beauty. His youth and grace- 
ful appearance infenfibly made an imprpffion on 
Aftarte, which (he did not at firft perceive. 
Her pailion grew and flouriftied in the bofom 
of innocence. Without fear or fcruple, fhc 
indulged the pleafing fatisfailion of feeing and 
hearing a man, who.was fo dear toher hufband, 
and to the empire in general. She was con- 
tinually praifing him to the king. She talked 
of him to her women, who were always fureto 
improve on her praifes. And thus every thing 
contributed to pierce her heart with a dart, of 
which fhc did not feem to be fenfible. She 
made feveral prefents to Zadig, which difcovered 
.a greater f'pirit of gallantry than (he imagined. 
She intended to fpeak to him only as a queen 
fatisfied with his fervices ; and her exprcf- 
iioas were fgmetimes thofe of a woman in love. 

Af- 



JEALOUS Y. 159 

Aftarte was much more beautiful than that 
Semira who had fuch a ftrong averfion to one- 
eyed men, or that other woman who had re- 
folved to cut off her hufband's nofe. Her un- 
referved familiarity ; her tender expreffions, at 
which ihe began to biufh ; and her eyes, which, 
thoush fhe endeavoured to divert them to other 
objects, were always fixed upon his, infpired 
Zadig with a pai&on that filled him with afto- 
nifhment. He ftruggled hard to get the better 
of it. He called to his aid the precepts of phi- 
lofophy, which had always ftood him inNftead ; 
but from thence, though, he could derive the 
light of knowledge, he could procure no re- 
medy to cure the difordcrs of his love-fick heart. 
Duty, eratitude, and violated majefty, prefented 
themfeives to his mind, as fo manv avenging 
godr. He ftruggled ; he conquered ; but this 
. victory, which he was obliged to purchafe afrefh 
every moment, coft him many fighs and tears; 
He no longer dared to fpealc to the queen 
with that fweet and charming familiarity 
which had b^en fo agreeable to them both; 
His countenance was covered with a cloud. 
His converfation was conftrained and incohe- 
rent. His eyes were fixed on the ground ; and 
when, in fpite of all his endeavours to the con* 
trary, they encountered thofe of the queen, 
they found them bathed in tears, and darting 
arrows of flame. They feemed to fay. We 
adore each other, and yet are afraid to love : 
we both burn with a fire which we both con- 
demn. 

Zadig left the royal prcfencefull of perplexity 
and defpair, and having his heart opprefied with 
a burden which he was no longer able to bear. 

la 
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In th*e violence of his perturbation he involun- 
tarily betrayed the fecret to his friend Cador^ 
in the fame manner as a man, who, having, 
long fupported the fits of a cruel difeafe, diN 
^covers his pain by a cry e]ctorted from him by 
•a more fevere fk> and by the cold fweat that 
covers his brow. 

<^ I have already diicovered, laid Cador, the 
fentiments which thou wouldeft fain conceal 
from thyfelf. The fymptoms by which the 

!)affions ihew themfelves are certain and infal- 
ible. Judge, my dear Zadig, iince I have rewi 
thy heart, whether the king will not difcover 
Ibmething in it that may give him offence. He 
has no oS>er fault but that of being the rooft 
jealous man in the world. Thou canft refift 
the iriolence of thy paffion with greater forti- 
tude than the queen, becaufe thou art a philo- 
fbpher, and becaufe thou art Zadig. Aftarte is 
a woman : fhe fuffers her eyes to meak with fo 
much the more imprudence, as me does not 
as yet think herfelf guilty. Confcious of her 
Qwn innocence, fhe unhappily negledls thofe 
external appearances which are fo ncccilary. I 
(hall tremble for her fo long as (he has nothing 
wherewithal to reproach herfelf. Were ye 
both of one mind, ye might eafily deceive the 
whole world. A growing paflion which we 
endeavour to fupprels, difcovers itfeif in fpitc of 
all our efforts to the contrary ; but love, when 
gratified, is eafily concealed." Zadig trembled 
at the propofal of betraying the king, his bc- 
nefatilor ; and never was he more iaithfiil t«> 
his prince, than when i^uilty of an involunta:y 
«:iimc a<^ainll him. Mean while, the quccii 
mentioned the name of Zadig fo frcquendy. 
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%9d with fucb a blufhing and downcaft look; , 
(he was fometimes .fo lively, and fometimes fo 
perplexed, when flie fpoke to him in the king's 
prefence; shid was feized with fuch a deep 
thoughtfulnefs at his going away, that the king 
began to be troubled. He believed all that he | 
law, and imagined all that he did not; fee. He * 
particularly remarked, that his wife's fhoes 
were blue, and that Zadig'sihoes were blue > that, 
his wife's ribbons were yellow; and that Zadig's 
bonnet was yellow; and thefe were terrible fymp^ ' 
toms to a prince.of fo much delicacy. In his jea- 
lous mind fufpicions were turned into certainty .» 
All the flaves of kings and queens are fo. 

' many fpies over their hearts. They foon ob- 
ferved that Aftarte was tender, and that Mb- 
gbdar was jealous. The envious man perfuaded 
his wife to fend the king her garter, which re- 
fembled thefe of the queen ^ and to complete 
ihe n^iisfotcunc, this garter was blue. The 
monarch now thought of nothing but in what 
manner he might \x& execute his vengeance* 
He one night refolved to poifon the queen, 
and in the morning to put Zadig to death by 
the bowftring. 'Fhe orders were given to a 
mercilefs eunuch, who commonly executed his 
a£b of vengeance. There happened at . that 
time to be in the king's chamber a little dwarf^ 
who, though dumb, was not deaf. He was 
allowed, on account of his infignificance, to go 
wherever he pleafed; and, as a domeftic animal, 
was a witnefs of what paiTed in the moft pro* 
found fecrccy. This little mute was ftrongly 
attached tp the queen and Zadig. With equsu 
horror and furprize he heard the cruel orders 
given. ^But bow prevent the fat4 fentence 

that 
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that in a few hours was to be carried intd 
•xecution ? He could not write,buthecouId paint ; 
and excelled particularly in drawing a ftrikin^ re- 
fetnblance. He employed a part of the night 
in (ketching out with his pencil what he meant 
to impart to the queen. The piece reprefented 
the king in one corner, boiling with rage, and 
giving orders to the eunuch; a blue bowftring, 
and a bowl on a table, with blue garters and 
yellow ribbands ; the queen in the middle of 
the picture, expiring in the arms of her woman, 
and Zadig ftrangled at her feet. I'he horizon 
reprefented a rifing fun, to exprefs that this 
ihocking execution was to be performed in the 
morning. As foon as he had fini(hed the pic- 
ture, he ran to one of Aflarte's women, awaked 
her, and made her underftand, that fhe muft 
immediately carry it to the queen. 

At midnight a meflenger knocks at Zadig's 
door; awakes him; and gives him a note'from 
the queen. He doubts whether it is not a 
dream ; and opens the letter with a trembling 
hand. But how great was his furprize! and 
who can exprefs the conftcrnation and defpair 
into which he was thrown, upon reading thcfe 
words : ^' Fly, this inftant, or thou art a dead 
man. Fly, Zadig, 1 conjure thee by our mu- 
tual love and my yellow ribbands. I have not 
been guilty ; but I find that I muft die like a 
criminal." 

Zadig was hardly able tofpeak. Hefent for 
Cador, and, without uttering a word, gave 
him the note. Cador forced him to obey, 
and forthwith to take the road to Memphis. 
*' Shouldeft thou dare (faid he) to go in fcarch 
of the queen, thou wilt haftcn her death. 

Shouldeft 
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Shouldeft chou fpeak to the king, thou wilt in* 
fallibly ruin her. I will take upon me the charge 
of her deftiny ; follow thy own. I will fpreada 
report that thou haft uken the road to India. I 
will foon follow thee, and inform thee of all 
that (hall have pafled in Babylon." At that in- 
ilant, Cador caufed two of the fwifceft drome- 
daries to be brought to a private gate of the. pa- 
lace. Upon one of thefe he mounted Zadig, 
whom he was obliged to carry to the door, and 
who was ready to expire with grief. He was 
accompanied by a /mgie domeftic ; and Cador, 
plunged in forrow and aftonifhment, foon loft 
fight of his friend. 

This illuflrious fugitive arriving on the fide 
of a hill, from whence he could take a view of 
Babylon, turned his eyes towards the queen's 
palace', and fainted away at the fight ; nor did 
he recover his fenfes but to fhed a torrent of 
tears, and to wifh for death. At length, after 
his thoughts had beeti long engrofled in la- 
menting the unhappy fate of the lovclieft woman 
and the greateft queen in the world, he for a 
moment turned his views on himfelf, and cried, 
" What then is human life? O virtue, how 
haft thou ferved me ! Two women have bafely 
deceived me; and now a third, who is inno- 
cent, and more beautiful than both the others, 
is going to be put to death ! Whatever good I 
have done hath been to me a continual fource 
of calamity and affli&ion ; and I have only been 
raifed to the height of grandeur, to be tumbled 
down the moft horrid precipice of misfortune.'' 
Filled with thefe gloomy refledions, his eyes 
overfpread with the veil of grief, his counte- 
nance covered with the palenefs of death, and 

his 
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his foul plunged in an ahjrfs of the blackeft. 
dcfpair, he continued his journey towards 
Egypt. 
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r^ A D I G direiled his courfe by the Rvs, 
^ The conftellacion of Orion, and thefplendid 
Dog-ftar, guided his fteps towards the pole of 
Canopxa. He admired thole vafl globes of light, 
which appear to our eyes but as fo manv little 
iparks, while the earth, which in reality is only, 
an imperceptible point in nature, appears to 
our fond imaginations as fomething fo grand 
and noble. . He then reprefented to himfcff the 
human fpecies, as it really is, as a parcel of in- 
fects devouring one anotlier on a little atom of 
clay. This true image feemed to annihilate his 
misfortunes, by making him fcnfible of the no- 
thingnefs of his own being, and of that of Ba- 
bylon. His /oul launched out into infinity, and 
detached from the fenfes, contcniplkited the im- 
mutable order of the univerfc. Hut when, af- 
terwards, returning to himftrlf, and entering 
into his own heart, he confulcred that Aftarte 
had perhaps died forhim, the univerfc variifhed 
from his fight, and he bchcl 1 nothin;^ in the 
whole compai's of nature bvit Aihrle expiring, 
and Zadig unhappy. While he thus alternately 
gave up his mind to this flux and reflux of fub- 
lime philofophy and intolerable grief, he ad- 
vanced towards the fronticni of Lgypt \ and iiis 
faithful domcftic was already in the firft village* 

Ad 
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in fearch of a lodging. Mean while, as Zadie 
was walking towards the gardens that fkirted 
the village, he faw, atarmalldiftancefrom the 
highway, a woman bathed in tears, and calling 
upon heaven and earth to her affiftance ; and a 
man in a furious paffion, purfuing her. This 
madman had already overtaken the woman, 
who embraced his knees, notwichftanding which 
he loaded her with blows and reproaches. Za- 
dig judged by the frantic behaviour of the Egyp- 
tian, and b^ the repeated pardons which the 
lady aflccd him, that the one was jealous, and 
the other unfaithful. But when he furveyed 
the woman more narrowly, and found her to 
be a lady of cxquifite beauty, and even to have 
a ftrong refemblance to the unhappy Aftarte, 
he felt himfelf infpired with compailion for her, 
and horror towards the Egyptian. '^ Aflift me, 
(cried (he to Zadig with the deepeft fighs) de« 
liver mc from the hands of the moil barbarous 
man in the world ; fave my life." Moved bjr 
thefe pitiful cries, Zadig ran and threw himfelf 
between her and the barbarian. As he had fome 
knowledge of the Egyptian language, he ad- 
drcflcd him in that tongue : '• If (faid he) thou 
haft any humanity, I conjure thee to pay fome 
regard to her beauty and weaknefs. How canft 
thou behave in this outrageous manner to one 
of the madcr-picccs of nature, who lies at thy 
feet, and has no defence but her tears?" '* Ah, 
ah ! (replied the madman) thou art like wife in 
love with her ; I muft be revenged on thee 
too." So fayinp, he left the lady, whom he 
had hitherto held with his hand twifted in her 
hair, and taking his lance, attempted to ftab 
the ihangcr, Zadig, who was in cold blood, 

cafil^ 
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eafily eluded the blow aimed by the frantic 
Egyptian. He feized the lance near the iron 
with which it was armed. The Egyptian ftrove 
to draw it back ; Zadig to wreft it from the 
Egyptian ; and in the ftruggl^it was broke in 
two. The Egyptian draws his fword ; Zadig 
does the fame. They attack each other. The 
former gives a hundred blows at random ; the 
latter wards them off with great dexterity. The 
lady, feated on a turf, re-adjufis her head- 
^rcfs, and looks at the combatants. The Egyp« 
tian excelled in ftrength ; Zadig in addrefs. 
The one fought like a man whole arm was di« 
re£ted by his judgment ; the other like a mad- 
man, whofe blind rage made him deal his blows 
at random. Zadig clofes with him, and dil- 
arms him; and while the Egyptian, now be- 
come mare furious, endeavours to throw him- 
felf upon him, he (eizes him, prellcs him clo(r, 
and throws hini down ; and then holding \m 
fword to his breaft, offers him his life. The 
Egyptian, frantic with rage, dfaws.his poniaid, 
and wounds ZaJig at the very inilant that the 
conqueror was granting a pardon. Zadig, pro- 
voked at iuch brutal behaviour, plunged hi*: 
IWord in thebofom of the Egyptian, who givini; 
a horrible fhriek and a violent lirui^glc, inUantlv 
expired. Zadig then approached the lady, and 
faid to her with a L,entle tone, " He iiaih forced 
me to kill him; 1 have avenged thy caiife ; 
ihou art now delivered from the moU violrnt 
man I cverfaw ; what fuithcr, madam, wouldelt 
th<.u have me to do forthcrf" *' iJie, vilhin, 
(repiitd (he) die ; thou hart killed my lover; 
() thiit I were able to tear out thy hrart "* 
•-^ Why truly, madam, (faid Zadii;, ■ ihcii hadii 

a ftrar .-r 
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t ftnuig;e kind of a man for a lover ; be beat 
thee with all his might, and would have killed 
me, becaufe thou hadft entreated me to give 
theeaffiftance.'* *^ I wifh he were beating me 
ftilly (replied the ladjr, with tears and lamen- 
tation ;} I well deferved it; for I had given him 
caufe to be jealous. Would to heaven that he 
was now beating me, and that thou waft in his 
place/' Zadig, ftruck with furprize, and in- 
flamed with a higher degree of refentment than 
he had ever felt before, faid, <^ Beautiful as 
thou art, madam, thou deferveft that I (hould 
beat thee in my turn for thy perverfe and im- 
pertinent behaviour ; but i (hall not give my- 
ielf the trouble." So faying, he remounted his 
camel, and advanced towards the town. He 
Juul proceeded but a few fteps, when he turned 
back at the noile of four Babylonian couriers, 
who came riding at full gallop. One of them, 
upon feeing the woman, cried, ''It is the very 
fame; (he refemblcs the defirription that was 
given us." ^^^Y g^^^ themfelves no concern 
about the dead Egyptian, but inftantly feized 
the lady. She called out to Zadig ; '' Help me . 
once more, generous ftranger; I afk pardon 
for having complained of thy condud; deliver 
me again, and I will be thine for ever." Za^Iig 
was no longer in the humour of fighting for 
her. '' Apply to others, (faid he) thou (halt 
not again cnfnare me by thy wiles." Befides, 
he was wounded ; his blood was ftill flowing ; 
and he himfelf had need of aiHftance ; and the 
fight of four Babylonians, probably fent by 
kmg Moabdar, filled him with apprehenflon. 
He therefore haftened towards the village, 

unable 
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unable to CMiprehend ^y four Balr|rIoniaA 
couriers fbould come to feize this Egyptian wo* 
man, but ftill more aftonilbed at the lad/sbe- 
haviour. 

SLAVERY. 

A S he entered the Egyptian village, he faw 
'^^ himfelf Airrounded by the people. Every 
tine faid, *< This is the man that carried off 
the beautiful Miflbuf, and afiaffinated Clitofis.** 
** Gentlemen, (faid he) God preferve me from 
carrying ofF your beautiful Miflbuf } ihe is too 
capricious for me: and with regard to Clitofis, 
I did not afTaiEnatc him ; I only fought with 
him in my own defence. He endeavoured to 
kill me, becaufe I humbly interceded for the 
beautiful MifTouf, whom he beat moft unmer- 
cifully. I am a ftranger, come to feck refuge 
in Egypt; and it is not likely, that in coming 
to implore your protection, I fhould begin by 
carrying ofFa woman, and aflafSnating a man. 
The Egyptians were then juft and humane. 
I'he people conducted Zadig to the town- 
houfe. They firft of all ordered his wound to 
be drciTed ; and then examined him and his fer- 
vant apart, in order todifcover the truth. They 
found that Zadig was not an aflaflin ; but as he 
was [Tuilcy of having killed a man, the law con- 
demned him to be a Have. His two camels 
were fold for the benefit of the town : all the 
gold }jc had brought with bim was diflributed 
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•mong the inhabitants; and hisperfon, as well 
OS that of the companion of his journey, was 
expefed to iale in the market-place. An Ara« 
bian merchant, named Setoc, made the pur- 
cbafe ; but as the fervznt was fitter for labour • 
than the matter, be was fold at a higher price. 
There was no ccmparifon between the two 
fnen. Thus Zadig became a flavc fubordinace 
to his own fcrvaot. They were linked toge- 
ther by a chain faftencd to their feet, andin 
this condition they followed the Ar^^bian mer- 
chant to his houfe. By the way Zadig com- 
forted his fervanr, and exhorted him to pa- 
xience; but he could not help making, ac- 
cording to hb ufual cufiom, fome reflections on 
human life. *' I fee (faid he) that the unhap- 
pineft of my fate hath an influence on thine. 
Hitherto every thing has turned out tomeln a 
inoft unaccountable manner. I have been con- 
demned to pay a fine for having fcen the marks 
of a bitch's feet. I thought that I (houl J once 
have been empaled on account of a griflin. I 
have been fent to execution for havin*^ made 
fomc verfes in praife of the kinL"'- I have been 
upon the point of bein^ ftrangi d, becaufe the 

Suecn had yellow ribbands; aiJ nov/ I am « 
avc with ihee, becaufe a brut..! wretch beat 
his m'firefs. Come, let us keep a good heart; 
all this perhaps will have an end. The Arabian 
merchants muft neceflarily have flaves; and 
why not I as well as another, (ince, as well as 
another, I am a man ? T his merchant will not 
be cruel ; he muft treat his flave<: well, if he 
expects any advantage from tncm." But while 
he fpoke thus, his heart was entirely cn^coCkd 
by the fdtc of the qucca oi 1i^\ou* 

1 ^^^ 
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Two days after, the merchant Setoc fet out 
for Arabia Deferta, with his (laves and his 
camels. His tribe dwelt near the defert of 
Oreb. Thejourney was long and painful. Setoc 
fet a much greater value on thefervant than the 
mafter, becaufe the former was more expert in 
loading the camels; and all the little marks of 
diftindlion were (hewn to him. A camel having 
died within two days journey of Oreb, his bur- 
den was divided and laid on the backs of the 
fervants ; and Zadig had his (hare amon^ the 
reft. Setoc laughed to fee all his (laves walking 
with their bodies inclined. Zadig took the li- 
berty to explain to him the caufe, and to in- 
form him of the laws of the balance. Tha 
merchant was aftonifhed, and began to regard 
him with other eyes. Zadig, finding he had 
raifcd his curiofity, encrcafed it ftill further by 
acquainting him with many things that related 
to commerce ; the fpecific gravity of mctal^ anJ 
commodities under an equal bulk ; the proper- 
ties of fcveral ufeful animals ; and the means of 
rendering thofe ufeful that are not naturally fo. 
At laft Setoc began to confidcr Zadig as a fage, 
and preferred him to his companion, v/hc-m he 
had formerly fo much eftecmed. He treated 
him well, and had no caufe to repent of his 
kindnefs. 

As Toon as Setoc arrived among his own 
tribe, he demanded the payment of five hun- 
ilrcd cLinces of filver, which he had lent to a 
Jew in prefence of two witncflcs ; but as the 
witnefl'es were Jta.l, and the dcht could hot be 
proved, the Hebrew appropriated the merchant's 
money to himfelf, and pioufly thanked God for 
pulling it in hi;> power to cheat an Arabian. 

Setoc 
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Setoc imparted this troublefome affair toZadig, 
who was now become his council. ** In what 
place (faid Zadig) didft thou lend the five hun- 
dred ounces to this infidel?" ** Upon a large 
ftone, (replied the merchant) that lies near 
mount Oreb.** ** What is the charadler of thy 
debtor?" faid Zadig. " That of a knave," re- 
turned Sctoc. *' But I afk thee, whether he 
is lively or phlegmatic ; cautious or impru- 
dent?" " He is, of all bad payers, (faid Setoc) 
the moft livel V fellow I ever knew." ** Well, 
(refumed Zaaig) allow me to plead thy caufc." 
In effcft, Zadig having fummoned the Jew to 
the tribunal, addrefled the judge in the fol- 
lowing terms : "Pillow of the throne of equity, 
I come to demand of this man, in the name oif 
my mafter, five hundred ounces of filvcr, which 
he refufes to repay." "Haftthouany witnefles?" 
faid the judge, ** No, they are dead ; but 
there remains a large ftone upon which the mo- 
ney was counted ; and if it pleafe thy grandeur 
to order the ftone to be fought for, I hope that 
it will bear witncfs. The Hebrew and I will 
tarry here till the ftone arrives : I will fend for 
it at my.maftcr's expencc." ** With all my 
heart," replied the judge, and immediately ap- 
plied himfelf to the difcuflion of other affairs. 

When the court was c;oing to break up, the 
judge faid to Zadig, ** Well, friend, is not thy 
ilant come yet ?** The Hebrew replied with a 
fmile J ** Thy grandeur may ftay here till thc' 
morrow, and after all not fee the ftone. It is 
more than fix miles from hence 5 and it would 
require fifteen men to move it." " Well, (cried 
Zadig) did not I fay that the ftone wouia b^ar 
witncfs i fince this man know* where it h^ h« 
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thereby confcfles that it was upon it that #he 
money was counted," The Hebrew was dif- 
concerted, and was foon after obliged to con- 
fefs the truth. The judge ordered him to be 
faften'ed to the ftone, without meat or drink, 
till he fhould reftore the five hundred ounces* 
which were foon after paid. 

The flave Zadig and the ftone, were held 
in great repute in Arabia. 

58(«)^)0()!()8()«()8(5g5eO0()eOJGsG9OeO9O8C5eC 

The Funeral Pilb. 

CETOC, charmed with the happy iffue of . 
^ this affair, made his flave his intimate friend. 
He had now conceived as great an efteem for 
him as ever the king of Babvlon had done; 
and Zadig was glad that Setoc had no wife. He 
difcoverca in his matter a good natural difpo- 
fition, much probity of heart, and a great (hare 
of good fenfe ; but he was forry to fee, that, 
according to the ancient cuftom of Arabia, he 
adored the hoft of heaven ; that is, the fun, 
moon, and ftars. He fometimes fpoke to him 
en this fubjeft with great prudence and difcre- 
tion. At lafl he told him, that thefe bodies 
were like all other bodies in the univerfe, and 
no more deferring;, of our homage, than a tree 
or a rock. ** But (iiiid Setoc) they arc eternal 
beings j and it is from them we derive all we 
enjoy. They animate nature; they regulate 
the I'calbns ; and I cfides arc removed at fuch an 
immcnfe dilbncc from us, that we cannot help 
jrcvcring them.*' " Thou rccciveft more ad- 
vantage 
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Wastage (replied Zadig) from the waters of the 
Red Sea, which carries thy merchandize to the 
Indies. Why may not it be as ancientas the ftars if 
and if thou adored what is placed at a diftance 
from thee, thou oughteft to adore the land of 
the Gangarides, which lies at the extremity of 
the earth." ** No, (faid Setoc) the brightneft 
of the flars commands my adoration." 

At night Zadig lighted up a great number of 
candles in the tent where he was to fup with 
Setoc; and the moment his patron appeared, 
he fell on his knees before thefc lighted tapers, 
and faid ; '* Eternal and (hining luminaries ! 
be ye always propitious to me." Having thus 
faid, he fat down at the table, without taking 
the leaft notice of Setoc ; ** What art thou 
doing ?" faid Setoc to him in amaze. *' I eft 
like t^e?, (replied Zadig) I adore thoTe cancks, 
and negleft their matter and mine." Setoc com* 
prehended the profound fenfe of this apologue. 
The wifdom of his (lave funk deep into his foul j 
he no longer oflFered incenfe to the creatures^ 
but adored the eternal Being who made them. 

There prevailed at that time in Arabia a 
{hocking cuftom, fprung originally from Scy* 
thia, and which, being eftablifhed m the Indies 
by the credit of the braclimars, threatened to 
over-run all the Eaft. When a married man 
died, and his beloved wife afpired to the cha* 
ra<aer of a faint, flie burned herfelf publickly: 
on the body of her hufband. This was a folemn 
feaft, and was called the Funeral Pile of Wi- 
dowhood ; and that tribe in which moft wo- 
men had been burned, was the moft refpeifced. 
An Arabian of Setoc*s tribe being dead, his 
widow, wbofc name was Almona, and who 
I 3 wa;^ 
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was very devout, publUhed the day and hour 
when (he intended to throw herfelf into the 
fire, amidft the' found of drums and trumpets. 
Zadig remonflrated againft this- horrible cuf- 
tom ; he (hewed Setoc how inconfiftent it was 
with the happinefs of mankind, to fuffer young 
widows to burn themfelves every other day, 
widows who were capable of giving children 
to the ftate, or at leaft of educating thofe they 
lalready had ; and he convinced him that it was 
his duty to do all that lay in his power to abor 
liflb fuch a barbarous pradice. ** The women 
(faid Setoc) have poffefled the right of burning 
themfelves for more than a thouland years ; and 
who fhall dare to abrogate a law which time 
hath rendered facred ?. Is there any thing more 
refpeflable than ancient abufes f" ** Reafon it 
more ancient,* (replied Zadig;) mean while, 
fpeak thou to the chiefs of the tribes, and I 
will go to wait on the young widow." 

Accordingly he was introduced to her ; and, 
after having infinuated himfclf into her good 
graces by fome compliments on her beauty, and 
told her what a pity it was to con.mit fo many 
charms to the flames, he at lafl: prailcJ her for 
her conftancy and courage. *' Thou niuft, 
furcly, have loved thy husband (faid he to her) 
with the moft paffionatc fondncfs." *' Who, 
1? (replied the lady) 1 loved him not at ail. 
He was a brutal, jealous, in!'upporta!.>lc v.* retch ; 
but I am firmly rcfolved to thro.v myfclf on 
his funeral pile." " It vvouIJ apj:e.:r then, 
(faid Zadigj that there nu.ft be a \cry dc-iicifyus 
pleaJiirc in being burnt aiive.*' "' Oh I it n-.nkvs 
mature fhuclder, (replied the laci;, ,) but t:.'-t 
mull be overlooked, lam a devotee j I fli i^M 

l'-;c 
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lofe my reputation ; and all the world would 
defpife me, if I did not burn myfeHp." Zadig 
having made her acknowledge that fhe burned 
herfelf to gain the good opinion of others, and 
to gratify her own vanity, entertained her witlv 
a long difcourfe, calculated to make her a little 
in love with life, and even went fo far as to 
infpire her with fome degree of good-will for 
the perfon who fpoke to her. *< And what 
wilt thou do at laft, (faid he^ if the vanity of 
burning thyfelf ibould not continue ? ^^ Alas ! 
(faid the lady) I believe I fhould deUrethee to 
marry me." 

Zadig's mind was too much engrofled with 
the idea of Aftarte, net to elude this declara* 
tion s but he inftantly went to the chiefs of the 
tribes, told them what had pafied, and advifed 
them to make a law, by which a widow fhould 
Jiot be permitted to burn herfelf, till fhe had 
conVerfed privately with a young man for the 
%ace of an hour. Since that time, not a fingle 
woman bath burned herfelf in Arabia. They 
were indebted to Zadig alone for deflroying in 
one day a cruel cuflom, that had lafled for (o 
many a^ i and thus he became the benefa<^or 
•f Arabia. 
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CETOC, who could not fcparate himrdf 
^ from this man, in whom dwelt wifdom, 
carried him to the great fair of Balzora, whi- 
ther the f icheft merchants in the earth refbrted. 
Zadig was highly plcafed to fee fo many men 
of different countries united in the fame place. 
He confldered the whole univerfe as one large 
family aflembled at Balzora. The fecond day, 
he fat at table with an Egyptian, an Indian, an 
inhabitant of Cathay, a Greek, a Celtic, and 
feveral other Arangers, who, in their frequent 
voyages to the Arabian gulph, had learned 
rnoir.5h of the Arabic to make themfelves un- 
dcriloo;!. The Egyptian feemed lo be in a vio- 
!• lit pailion. ** What an abominable country 
is Balzoja ! (faid he ;) they refufe me a thou- 
fand ounces of gold on the bcft fecurity in the 
world.** ** How ! (faid Sctoc) on what fecu- 
rity have they refufed thee this fum ?" " On 
the body of my aunt, (replied the Egyptian ;) 
Ihe was the moll notable woman in Egypt ; fhc 
always accompanied me in my journies ; (he 
died on the road ; I have converted her into 
one of the fined mummies in the world ; and, 
in my own country, I could have as much as 
I plcafc, by giving her as a pledge. It is very 
ftrangc that tiicy will not licrclend me fo much 
as a thoufanJ ounctb of gold on fuch a folid fe- 
curity.'' An[^ry as he was, he was going to 
help himfcif to a bit of excellent boiled fowl, 
when the Indian, taking'himby the hand, cried 
out in a forrowful tone ^ ^^ Ah ! what art thou 

going 



The S U P P E R- 177 

going to do?" " To cat a bk of this fowl,*' 
replied the man who owned the mummy* 
*« Take care that thou doeft not, (replied the 
Indian.) It is poffible that the foul of the de- 
ceafed may have pafled into this fowl, and thou 
wouldeft not, (urely, expofe thyfelf to the dan- 
ger of eating thy aunt*. To boil fowls is a ma- 
xiifeft outrage on nature." ** What doft thoji 
mean by thy nature and thy fowls? (replied the 
choleric Egyptian.)" We adore abuHj and yet 
we eat heartily of beef.'*^ ** You adore a bull ! 
is it poffible?'* faid the man of Ganges. ** No-- 
thing is more poffible, (returned the orherj) 
we have done fo for thefe hundred and thirty- 
five thoufand years ; and nobody amongft us 
has ever found fault with it."" ^* A hundred 
and thirty-five thoufand years ! (faid the Indian) 
This account is a Ifttfe exaggerated ; it is but 
eighty thoufand years fince India was firft 
peopled, and we are (urely more ancient than 
you : Brama t prohibited our eating of ox-fleih 
before you thought of putting it on your fpits 
or altars.'* " This Brama of yours, (faid the 
Egyptian) is a pleafant fort of an animal truly, 
to compare withx)ur Apis; what great things 
hath your Brama performed ^*' *** It was he 
(replied the Bramin)' that taught mankind to 
read and write, and to whom the world is in- 
debted for the game of chers.** ** Thou art 
miftaken, (faid a Chaldean who fat near him ;) 



* Many cafts or tribes of Indians, efpecially the Bra- 
Hiins, believe in the metempfyohcfis, or tranfinit^raticn of 
fouls. 

f Bcama, or Brahma, is one of the principal dsities oB 
the Tonquinefer 

I5 i» 
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it is to the fi(h Oannes* that we owe thefe great 
advantages; and it isjuft that we (hould render 
homage to none but him. All the world will 
tell thee, that he is a divine being, with a gol- 
den tail and a beautiful human head, and that, 
for three hours every day, he left the water to 
preach on dry land. He had fcveral children 
who were kings, as every one knows. I have 
a pi£(ure of him at home, which I worfhip with 
becoming reverence. We may eat as much 
beef as we pleafe ; but it is lurely a great fin to 
drefs fifh for the table. Befldes, you are both 
of an origin too recent and ignoble to difpute 
with me. The Egyptians reckon only a hun- 
dred and thirty-five thoufand years, and the 
Indians but eighty thoufand, while we have 
almanacks of four thoufand ages. Believe me; 
renounce your follies j and I will give to each 
of you a beautiful pifture of Cannes." 

The man of Cathay took up the difcourfc, 
and faid ; " I have a great refpe<5l for the 
Egyptians, the Chaldeans, the Greeks, the 
Celtics, Brama, the bull Apis, and the beau- 



• Btrofus, in his account of the Babylonian antiquities 
fnys, tlia: in the beginnini; of the Chaldean empire, an 
animal called Cannes came out of the Red Sea. He haJ 
tlie l^ody cf a nih. with the head and tcet of a man. He 
CDiU'ilVJ \N!lh <lie people, and impailed to I'.em the 
ki ■•.vlcJj.-e ol" !clt^r^, atts anrj f^i^ncea. Hi ta-?.j;lit liwin 
to f 1:11 fv.i'Ji!«;s, hu;!.l i\u~»» cilH tcmplei, mcaiur-: and 
iii!:i,nt, !.iP.t!sj in a v.onl, cLiIi/e! the whole na'i-.n.. 
However, he ncitli-.T ate nor drank with them, and at fun- 
fet always rtiiri " into the ua. This fable probably alludes 
to (.n\c lliar^c's wl.o asiived on tl.c com\ in a Ihip, and 
lock rome puiui to I.umanizc the ba:baicusinii:ibitants. 

tiful 
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iifiil fifh Oannes ; but I fliould think that Li, 
or Tien *, as he is commonly called, is fuperior 
to all the bulls in the earth, and all the hfh in 
,the (ea. I Ihall fay nothing of my native coun« 
tty; it is as large as £^pt, ChaJdea» and the 
Indies, put together. Neither {hall I difpute 
.about the antiquity of our nation ; becaufe it 
.is of little confequence whether we are ancient 
or not ; it is enough if we are happy ; but, 
were it neceflkry to fpeak of almanacks, I could 
by that all Af;a takes ours ; and that we had 
very good ones before arithmetic was known in 
.Chaldea." 

^^ ignorant men^ as ye all are, ^faid the 

Greek;) do you not know that Chaos is the 

father of all ; and that form and matter have 

•put the world into its prefent condition?" The 

Greek fpoke for a long time i but was at laft 

interrupted by the Celtic, who, having drank 

pretty deeply while the reft were difputing, 

•imagined he was now more knowing than all 

-the others, and faid with an. oath, that there 

were none but Teutat t and the mifletoe of the 

oak that were worth the trouble of a difpute ; 

■that, for his own part> he had always feme 

mifletoe in his pocket ; and that the Scythians^ 

■his anceftors, were the only men of merit that 

-had ever appeared in the world ; that it was 

* Cbinefe words. Tho firil properly Signifies natural 
light, or reafon ; and the laft bcaveOj or God. 

f Teutat is the fame vrich Mercury. Teut, in the Celtic 
language, fignifies People, and tat a Father. The word 
Mercury, according to Pezron, comes from the GauAfii 
words jiteret and arr, the firft importing Mefchandize ; the 
other fignifying a Mao ; very little dificrtnt from the Latia 
vrords mtrx,%ndyir, 

16 true 
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true they had fometiines eat human fle(h, btit 
that, notwithftanding that circumftance, hrs 
nation defervcd to be held in great efleem ; and 
that, in fine, if any one fpoke ill of Teutat, 
he would teach him better manners. The 
quarrel was now become warm ; and Setoc faw 
the table ready to be ftained with blood. Zadig, 
who had been filent during the whole difpute, 
arofeat laft. He firft addrefled himfelf to the 
Celtic, as the mofl furious of all the difputants : 
he told him that he had reafon on his fide, and 
begged a few mifleto^s. He then praifoJ the 
Greek for his eloquence ; and foftened all their 
exafperated fpirits. He faid but little to the 
man of Cathay, becaufe be had been the moft 
reafonable of them all. At laft he faid ; •• You 
were going, my friends, to quarrel about no- 
thin? ; for you are all of one mind.'' Ac this 
word they all cried out together. ** Is it not 
true, (faid he to the Celtic) that you adore not 
this mifletoe, but him that made both the miflc- 
toe and the oak?*' " Moft undoubtedly," re- 
plied the Celtic. " And thou, Mr. Egyptian, 
iloft not thou revere, in a certain bull, him who 
gave the bulls ?" *' Yes," faid the Egyptian. 
** The fifli Cannes (continued he) muft yield 
10 him ^ho made the fca and the fifties. Th^ 
Indian and the Cathaian (added he) acknow- 
ledge, like you, a firft principle. I did not 
fully comprehend the admirable things that 
v;erc faid by the Greek ; but 1 am furc he will 
'^■hiiii a fuptrior being, on v/hom form and 
matter depend." The Greek, whom they all 
aJiiiircd, faid that Zadi^r hi.d cxaflly taken his 
meaning. *' You are all then (replied Zadig) 
of one orinion^ and b;u'e Jio caufe to quarrel/' 

All 
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All the company embraced him. Setoc^ after 
having (bid his commodities at a very high 
price, returned to hU own tribe with his friend 
Zadig; who learned, upon his arrival, that he 
. had been tried in his abfence, and was now 
going to be burned by a How fire *. 

The RENDEZVOUS. 

T\ U R I N G his journey to Balzora, the 
•*^ pric^ of the ftars had refolved to punifii 
him. The precious flones and ornaments of 
the young widows whom they fent to- the fu^ 
' ncral pile belonged to them of right i and the 
kaft they could now do, was to burn Zadig, 
for the ill office he had done them. Accordingly 
they accufed him of entertaining erroneous 
fentiments of the heavenly hqft. They depofed 
againft him, and fwore that they had heard him 
fay, that the ftars did not fet in the fea. This 
horrid blafphemy made the judges tremble ; 
they were ready to tear their garments upon 
hearing thefe impious words ; and they woufd 
certainly have tore them, had Zadig had where- 
withal to pay them for new ones. But, in the 
excefs of their zeal and indignation, they con* 
tented themfelves with condemning him to be 
burnt by a flow fire. Setoc, filled with defpafr 
at this unhappy event, employed all his intereft 
to fave his friend ; but in vain : he was foon 
obliged to hold his peace. The young widow 

• This Is kfellcd againft the inqaifition.. 

6 Al- 



.^ 
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Almona^ who had now conceived a great fond- 
nefs for life, for which £he was obliged to Za- 
dip* refolved to deliver him from the funeral 
pile, of the abufe of which he had fully con- 
vinced her. She revolved the fcheme in her 
own mind, without imparting it to any perfon 
whatever. Zadig was to be executed the next 
day: if fhe could fave him at all, (he muft 
do it that very night ; and the method taken 
by this charitable and prudent lady was as fol- 
lows: 

She perfumed hcrfclf; fhe heightened her 
beauty by the richeft and gayeft apparel $ and 
went to demand a private audience of the chief 
prieft of the ftars. As foon as fhe was intro- 
duced to the venerable old man, fhe addrefl'ed 
him in thefe terms: " Eldeft Ton of the great 
bear ; brother of the bull ; and coufm of the ^reat 
dog; (fuch were the titles of this pontiff) I 
come to acquciint thee with my fcruples. I am 
much afraid that 1 have committed a heinous 
crime in not burning myfelf on the funeral pile 
of mydt.'.r hMlb.mJ ; for, imleed, what had I 
worti' picicrvinj;? perifhablc flcfh, thou fceft, 
that it is alr'Mdy entirely -.vithcici." So I'lyinj, 
fh;; (hc'.v u,) her loi^r (Iccvcs ^i" fill:, ar..l fr.jwcJ 
her u ikcd .irms w'nich were i.if .m cl*.*::ii)t Ih.ipc 
and a (la//.li:u'; whiunel?. *• Th.ou fecli: {w^i 
fli?) tliat tljile are lutle woiti^" The piitlt 
found ii\ hi^ hv.itt !lni liiey were worth a i-rcit 
il- al ; liis '.y. s faiv ^), ;i:v! ills iv.ouch co:jh;:ijcJ 
ir: h'.* (-.vorr th,it ho i.ad nr. tr in liis life i\:ii\ 
f:Kh lK\;ulirul pri-.v.. «• Al.i> ! (f^id the wie.uv) 
my arms, pt.M.ijv-?, r.rc ro; :>) 'mi as the relt , but 
thou A-iit eoiMLii tli;it luv i^Lck is not woilhy r.f 
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charmiog bofbcn ibat nature bad ever formed. 
Compared to it, a fofe-bud on an apple of ivory 
would have appeared like madder on the box^ 
tree, and the wbiteneit of new-wa(bed lambs 
would have feemed of a duflcy yellow. Her 
seek ; her large black eyes, languifliing with the 
gentle luftre of a* tender fire; her cheeks ani- 
mated with the fineft purple, mixed with the 
whitenefs of the pureft milk ; her nofe, which 
had no refemblance to the tower of mount Le- 
banon ; her lips^ like two borders of coral, in* 
clofmg the (ineft pearls in the Arabian Sea ; all 
confpired to make the o!d man believe that he 
was but twenty years of age. Alinona, feeing 
him enflamed, entreated him to pardon Zadig. 
^^ Alas ! (faid he) my charming lady, (hou)d I 
grant thee his pardon, it would be of no fcr- 
vice ; as it muft r^eceflarily be figned by three 
others, my brethren." " Sign it, however," 
iaid Almona. <' With all my heart, (faid the 
priefl) on condition that thy favours (ball be the 
price of my ready compliance." ** Thou doeft me 
too much honour, (faid Almona ;) be pleafed only 
to come to my chamber after fun-fet, and when 
the bright ftar of Sheat (hall appear in the ho- 
rizon, thou wilt fmd me on a rofe-coloured 
fo2>ha ; and thou mayeft then ufe thy fervant as 
thou art able." So faying, (he departed with the 
fignaturc, and left the old man full of love and 
diflruft of his own abilities. He employed the 
.reft of the day in bathing; he drank a liquor 
compofed of the cinnamon of Ceylon, and of the 
precious fpiccs of Tidor and Ternate; and 
wa'ted with impatience till the ftar Sheat (bouU 
make its appearance. 
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Mean while, Almona went to the fecondpon* 
ti(F. He afTured her that the fun, the moon, and 
all the luminaries of heaven were but glimmering 
meteors in comparifon of her charms. She asked 
the fame favour of him; and he propofed to 
grant it on the fame terms. She fufFered herfelf 
to be overcome ; and appointed the fecond pon- 
tiff to meet her at the rifmg of the ftar Algenib. 
From thence (he went to the third and fourth 
prieft, always taking their fignatures, and making 
an aiTignation from ftar to flar. She then fent 
a mefTage to the judges, entreating them to come 
to her houfe, on an aiTair of great importance. 
They obeyed her fummons. She fhewed them 
the four names, and told tbem at what price the 
priefts had fold the pardon of Zadig. Each of 
them arrived at the hour appointed. Each was 
furprized at finding his brethren there, but ftill 
more at feeing the judges, before whom their 
Ihame was now manifeit. Zadig was favcd; 
and Sctoc was fo charmed with the ingenuity 
and addrcfs of Almona, that he made her his 
wife. Zadig departed, after having thrown him- 
felf at the feet of his fair deliverer. Setoc and 
he took leave of each other with tears in their 
eyes, fwcaring an eternal friendfhip, and pro* 
niifing, that the firft of them that fhould acquire 
a ]arj.'.c fortune (hould (hare it with the other. 

Zadig dirc<Sled his courfe along the frontiers 
of Afl'yria, Hill muling on the unhappy Aftartc, 
and rtfleiSting on the fevcrity of fortune, which 
fctmed determined to make him the fport of her 
cruelty, and the objcdl of her perfecuticm. 
** What, (faid he to himfelf) four hundred 
ouiKcs of gold for havi2i<£ fcen a bitch !' con- 
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detnned to loTe mr head for four bad verfes in 
praife of the king f ready to be ftrangled, be- 
caufe the queen had" flioes of the colour of my 
bonnet! reduced to flavery for having fuccoured 
1 woman who was beat ! and on the point of 
being burnt for having faved the Ufcs of all the 
young widows of Arabia !** 

The ROBBER. 

A R R I V I N G on the frontiers which divide 
^^ Arabia Petraea from Syria, he paflcd by a 
pretty drone caftle, from which a party of armed 
Arabians failied forth. They inftantly furrounded 
him, and cried, ^^ All thou haft belongs to usy 
and thy perfon is the property of our mafter/' 
Zadig replied by drawing his fword ; his fervaot^ 
who was a man of courage, did the fame. They 
killed the firft Arabians that prefumed to lay 
Bands on them ; and, though the number was re^ 
doubled) they were not difmayed, butrefblved to 
perifli in the confli£t. IVo men defended them- 
ftlves againft a multitude ; and fuch a combat 
could not lad long. The mafter of the caltle, 
whofe name was Arbogad, having obfcrved frona 
a window the prodigies of valour performed by 
Zadig, conceived a high ef^ecm for this heroic 
ftrangcr. He defcendcd in hafte, and went in 
perfon to call ofFhis men* and deliverthe twotra- 
vellers. ** All that paflTes over my lands (faid 
he) belongs to me, as well as what I find upoa 
the lands of others; but thou fceaicCL t<^bts.^. 

TQASX 
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man of fuch undaunted courage, that I will 
exempt thee from the common law." He then 
condu£led him to his cafile, ordering his men to 
treat him well ; and in the evening Arbogad 
fupped with Zadig, The lord of the cattle was 
one of thofe Arabians who are commonly called 
robbers ; but he now and then performed fome 
good adions, amidft a multitude of bad ones. 
He robbed with a furious rapacity, and granted 
iiavourswith great gencrofity; entrepid inadion; 
affable in company; a debauchee at table, but 
gay in bis debauchery s and particularly remark- 
able for his franL andf open behaviour. He was 
highly pleafcd with Zadig, whofe lively convcr- 
fation lengthened the repaft. At laft AibogaJ 
ii^id to him ; ^^ 1 advife thee to enroll thy name 
in my catalogue ; thou cantt not do better ; this 
is not a bad trade ; and thou mayeft one day be* 
come what I am at prefent.'^ ^^ May I take the 
liberty of afking thee (faid Zadig) how long thou 
haft followed this noble profeffion ?*' " From my 
moft tender youth, replied the lord. I was fer- 
vant to a pretty good-natured Arabian ; but could 
j)ot endure the hardfliips of my ficuacion. I y/2$ 
vexed to find that fate had given me no (hare of 
the earth, which equally belongs to all men. I 
imparted the caufc of my uiieafincfs to an old 
Arabian, who faid to mc; * My fon, do not 
' defpair ; there was once a grain of fand that 
^ lamented that it was no more than a neglcclcd 

* atom in the deferts ; at the end of a few years 

* it became a diamond ; and it is now the 

* brighteft ornament in the crown of ihe king 

* of the Indies.' This difcourfe made a deep 
impreffion on my mind ; I was the grain of 
AmJ, and I rcfolvcd to become the diamond. I 

began 
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began by dealing two horfes i I foon got a party 
of companions ; I put myfelF in a condition to 
rob fmall caravans ; and thus, by degrees, I de- 
ftroyed the difterence which had formerly fub- 
fiftcd between me and other men. I had my^ 
iharc of the good things of this world ; and was 
even recompenfed with ufury for the hardfhips I 
had fufFercd. I was greatly refpe<Sbed 5 and be- 
came the captain of a band of robbers. I feiz-ed 
this caftle by force. The fatrapc of Syria had a 
mind to difpoflefs me of it ; but I was too rich to 
have any thing to fear. I gave the fatrape a 
handfome prefent, by which means 1 preferved 
my caftle, and encreafed my pofieffions. H« 
even appointed me treafurer of the tributes which 
Arabia Petraea pays to ihe king of kings. I per- 
form my oiEce of receiver with great pundlua- 
lity ; but take the freedom to difpeofe with that 
of paymafter. 

The grand de'fterham of Babylon fcnt hither 
a petty fatrape in the name of kirig Moabdar, to 
have me drangled.' This man arrived with his 
orders: I was apprifed of all; I caufed to be 
drangled in his prefence the four perfons he hzd 
brought with him to draw thenoofe; after which 
I asked him how much his commiflion of Wran- 
gling me might be worth. He replied, that his 
fees would amount to about three hundred pieces 
of gold. I then convinced him that he might 
gain more by {laying with me. I made him an 
inferior robber ; and he is now one of my beft 
and richeft officers. If thou wilt take my ad- 
vice, thy fuccefs maybe equal to his; never ^ 
was there a better feafon for plunder, fmce king 
Moabdar is killed, and all Babylon thrown into 
confufxon," 

" Moabdar 
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I cannot help lamenting his fate. The empire 
is rent in pieces : and this /obber is happy. O 
fortune ! O deftiny ! A 0bber Is happy, and the 
moft beautiful of naurfe's works hathy perhaps, 
periihed in a barbarous manner, or lives in a 
fiale worfe than death. O Aftarte ! what is 
become of ihee ?" 

Ac day-break, he queflioned all thofe he met 
in the^ caftle ^ but they were all bufy ; and he 
received 00 anfwer. During the night they had 
made a hew capture ; and they were now em- 
ployed in dividing the fpoil. AH he could ob- 
tain in this hurry and confufion was an opportu* 
nity of departing^ which he immediately em- 
braced, plunged deeper than ever in the mod 
gloomy and mournful refle£Uons. 

Zadig proceeded on his journey with a mind 
full of difquiet and perplexity, and wholly em* 
ployed on the unhappy Aftarte, on the king of 
Babylon, en his faithful friend Cador, on the 
happy robber Arbogad. on that capricious wo« 
man whom the Babylonians had feized on the 
frontiers of Egypt ; in a word, on all the misfor- 
tunes and difappoiotments he had hitherto fuf* 
fered. 



The 



C' 190 ] 

The Fisherman. 

A T a few leagues diftance from Arbo^ad*! 
"^^ caftle, he came to the KxMs of a fmall nver, 
flill deploring his fate, and coofiderine himfelf 
as the mod wretched of mankind. He faw a 
fiflierman lying on the brink of the river, fcarcely 
holding in his weak and feeble hand a net, which 
he feemed ready to drop, and lifting Up his eyes 
to heaven. 

*« I am certainly, faid the fifherman, the mod 
unhappy man in the world. I was univerfally 
allowed to be the moil famous dealer in cream- 
chcefe in Babylon, and yet I ati ruined. I had 
the moft handfome wife that any man in nay 
ftation could have; and by her I have been be- 
trayed. I had {ill! left a paltry houfe, anci that 
I have feen pillaged and deftroyed. At laft I 
took itiugc in this cottage, where I have no 
other rcfource than fifhing, and yet I cannot 
catch a (ingle fifh. O my net ! no more will I 
thiorv thee into the water; I will throw myfelt 
in thy place. ' So faying, he arofe and advanced 
forward, in the attitude of a man ready to throw 
himftlf into the river, and thus finifh his 
life. 

*' What, faid Zadig to himfelf, are there men 
as wretched as 1 r" liis cagtrnefs to favc the 
hiiicrman's life was as fuiKlcn as tliii. reflciEli'->n. 
He runs to him, ftops him, and fpeaks to him 
with a tender and compailionatc air. It is com- 
moi.jy luj^pofud that we are lei's miferable when 
we have companions in our mifcry. This, ac- 
c )rding to Zoroafler, does not proceed from 
malico, but ncccflity. We feel ourfelves infcn- 

fibly 
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libly drawn to an unhappy perfon, as to *ont 
like ourfelves. Thejoy^ofthe happy would be 
an infult; but two men in diftrefs are like twt> ; 
Hender trees, which mutually fupporting each .; 
other, fortify themfelves againft the ftorm. 
«« Why, faid Zadig to the fijQierman, doft thqu 
fmk under thy misfortunes P** *• Becaufe, re- 
plied he, I fee no means of relief. I was the 
mod confiderable man in the village of Derlback^ 
near Babylon, and with the affiftance of my 
Wife, I made the bed cream-cheefe in the empire* 

. Queen Aftarte and the famous minifter, Zadig, 
were extremely fond of them. I had fent them 
(ix hundred cheefes, and one day went to the 
cHy to receive my money ; but, on my arrival at 
Babylon, was informed that the queen and Za« 
dig hid difappeared. I ran to the houfe of lord 
Zadig, whom I had neverfeen ; but found there 
the inferior officers of the grand Defterham, 
who being furniOied with a royal licence, wei-e 
plundering; it with^rcat loyalty and order., From 
thence I flew to the queen*s kitchen, fomeof the 

.' lords of which told me that the queen was dead ; 
fome faid (he was in prifon ; and others pretended 
that fhe had made her efcape ; but they all agreed 
in afiurinir me that I would not be paid for my 
cheefe. I went with my wife to the houfe of 
lord Orcan, who was one of my cuftomers, and 
begged his proteflion in my prefent diftrcfs. He 
granted it to my wife; but rcfufcd it to me. She 
was whiter than the cream-cheafcs that begun my 
misfortune; and the luffrc of theTyrian purple 
was not more bright than the Carnation which 
animated this whitenefe. For this reafon Orcan 
detained her, and drove me from his houfe. In 
my dcfpair I wrote a leuer to my dear wife. She 
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laid to the bearer, << Ha, ha! I know the writer 
of this a little; I have heard 4iis name mentioned} 
they fay he makes excellent cream-cheefe ; de- 
£re him to fend me fome^ and he ihall be 
paid-" 

*^ In my diftrefs I rcfolved to apply to jufiice. 
I had ftill fix ounces of gold remaining : I was 
obliged to give two to the lawyer whom I con- 
fulted ; two to the procurator who undertook 
my caufe ; and two to the fecretary of the fiift 
judge. When all this was done, my bufineis 
was not begun ; and I had already, expended 
snore money than my cheefe and my wife were 
worth. I returned to my own village, with an 
intention to fell my houie, in order to enable me 
to recover my wife. 

^^ My houfe was well worth fixty ounces of gold; 
but as my neighbours faw that I was poor, and 
obliged to fell it, the firft to whom I applied, 
offered me thirty ounces, the fecond twenty, 
and the third ten. Bad as thefe offers were, I 
was fo blind, that I was going to flrike a bar*- 
gain, when a prince of Harcania came to Babylon, 
an' ravapd all in his way. My houfe was firft 
facked and then burnt. 

** IJavingthusloft my money, my wife, and my 
houfe, Irciircd into this country, where thou now 
i(?eft m... I have endeavoured to gain a fub- 
fiftcncc by fiiliing; but the fifli' make a mock 
of me as v.oH as the men. I catch none ; I die 
with hiir./.r; and had it not been for thee, 
augufl comforter, I (hould have periflicd in the 
rivei." 

The ffi-crman was not allowed to give this 
loi)g account withe ut iiitcrruption ; at every mo- 
ment, Zadig, moved and tranfportcd, faid; 

*' What 
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^« What knowcft thou nothing of the queen's 
fate?" ♦'No, my lord, replied the fifterman, 
but I know that neither the queen nor Zadig 
have paid me for my cream-checfes; that I have 
loft my wife, and am now reduced to defpair.'* 
<< I flatter myreif^ faid Zadig, that thou wilt not 
lofe all thy money. I have heard of this Zadig; 
he is an honeft man; and if he return to Babylon, 
as he expcds, he will give thee more than be 
owes thee : but with regard to thy wife, who is 
not fo honeft, I advife thee not to fcek to recover 
her. Believe me, go to Babylon ; I (hall be 
there before thee, becaufe I am on horfcback, 
and thou art on foot. Apply to the illuftrious 
Cador; tell him thou haft met his friend ; vvaic 
for me at his houfe: go, perhaps thou wilt noc 
always be unhappy. 

*' O powerful Oromazes ! continued he, thou 
cmployeft me to comfort this man ; whom wile 
thou employ to give me confolation ?" So faying, 
he gave the fiflierman half the money he had 
brought from Arabia, The fiflieroian, ftruck 
with furprize, and raviflied with joy, kiffed the 
feet of the friend of Cador, and faid, ** Thou 
art furely %n angel fent from heaven to fave 
me!" 

Mean while Zadig continued to make frefh 
enquiries, and to med te^rs, ** What, my 
lord, cried the fifherman, art thou then fo un* 
happy, thou who beftoweft favours?" ** An 
hundred limes more unhappy than thee, replied 
Zadig." *' But how is it poffible, faid the good 
man, that the giver can be more wretched than 
the receiver ?" ** Becaufe, replied Zadig, thy 
greateft mifcry arofe from poverty j and mine is 
fcated in the heart/' *• Did Orcaii take thy 
K * wv(^ 
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wife from tbee V' fiud ihe fifliieraita. Th» tm^ 
rectlled to Zadi^ff mmd tJie whole of hb ad- 
ventures. He repeated the <iUloguejof hit 0atf* 
fortunes, beginntof with the queea*a bitcb» and ' 
didjng with iiis arriyal at the, caftle cf the lobbor 
j^Aog^i. .^^ Ahf iaid be to tbe fifhennan, Oican 
defervcf to bepuniihed ; but it it cooioiOQijrIucb 
0ien as tbofe that, are the favoyritea^of mtuoe. 
However, go thou to tbic houli! of lord Cader^ 
and there wait my arrival.**^ They theo parted : 
the fifhermanmll^^ thanking hcayen for the 
happinefs of hii condition i and Zadk rode^ ac- 
.cuSng fortune for tiie hs^idneft of bia Jou . . ; 

The BASILISK. 

A Rriving in a beautiful meadow, he there faw 
-^^ fever^ women, who were fearching for 
fomething with great application. He took 
the liberiy to approach one of them, and to alk 
if he might have the honour to affift them in 
their fearch. ^' Take care that thou doft not, 
replied the Syrian, what we are fearching for 
can be touched only by women." ^' Strange, 
faid Zadig, may I prefume to aflc thee what it is 
that women only are permitted to touch." ** It 
is a bafiliflc, faid ffac." '' A bafilifk, madam ! 
and for what purpofe, pray, doft thon feek for 
a bafiliflc?*' *' It is for our lord and maficr 
Ogul, whofe caftle thou feeft on the bank of 
that river, at the end of the meadow. We 
are his moft humble flaves. The lord Ogul is 
iick. His phyfician \asi!^ Qidtscd him to eat a 
4 \«5Lv 
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baefitiiky ftewed in rofe- water ; and as it is a very 
fare animal, and can only be taken by women* 
the lord Ogul hath promifed to cboore'for his 
well beloved wife the woman that (hall bring 
htm a bafilifk: let* me eo on in my fearch ; for 
thou feeft what I ihall lofe, if I am prevented 
by my companions. 

Zadig left her and the other Aflyrians to 
fearch for their bafiliflc, and continued to walk 
in the meadow; when comine to the brink of 
a fmall rivulet, he found another lady lying on 
the grafs, and who was not fearching for any 
thing. Her perfon feemed to be maieftick; 
but her face was covered with a veil. She was 
inclined towards the rivulet, and profound fighs 
proceeded from her mouth. In her hand fbe 
held a fmall rod with which fhc was tracing 
characters on the fine fand that lay between th^ 
turf and the brook. Zadig had the curiofity 
to examine what this woman was writing. 
He drew near ; he faw the letter Z, then an A ; 
he was aftoniflied : then appeared a D ; he 
ftarted. But never was furprize equal to his, 
when he faw the two laft letters of his name. 
He ftood for fome time immoveable. At laft 
breaking filcnce with a faultering voice, *« () 
generous lady! pardon a ftranger, an unfor- 
tunate man, for prefuming to afk thee by what 
furprifmg adventure I here find the name of 
Zadig traced out by thy divine hand." At this 
voice and thefe words, the lady lifted up her 
veil with a trembling hand, looked at Zadig, 
fent forth a cry of tendernefs, furprize, and 
joy, and finking under the various emotions 
which at once aflaulted her foul, fell fpeechleft 
into his arms. It was AftatU V\^x^A^ S \\.^i.'i 
K 2 v\v^ 
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the queen of Babylcxn^ it wasfhe whom Zadig 
adored f and whom he had reproachec) hirafeif 
for adoring ; it was (he whofe misfortunes he 
had (o deeply lamented, and for whofe fate he 
had been fo anxioufly concerned. He was for 
a moment deprived of the ufe.of his fenfes; 
•when he had fixed his eyes on thofe of Aftarte, 
which now began to open again with a languor 
mixed with con fufion and tendernefs: " O ye 
imiMortal powers! aied he, who prefide over 
the fates of weak mortals, do ye indeed reftore 
Aftartc to me ? at whit a time, in what a place, 
arid in what a condition do I again behold her?" 
He fell on his knees, before Aftarte, and laid 
his face in the duftof her feet. The<iueen of 
Sabylon raifed him up, and made him At by 
her fide on the brink of the rivulet. She fre- 
quently wiped her eyes, from which the tears 
continued to flow a-frelh : fhe twenty times re- 
fumed her difcourfe, which her fighs as often 
interrupted: fhe afked by what ftrange accident 
they were brought together; and fuddenly pre- 
vented his anfwers by other queftions: flie 
waved the account of her own misfortunes, 
and dcfired to be informed of thofe of Zadig. 
At laft, both of them having a little compofed 
the tumult of their fouls, Zadig acquainted her 
in a few words by what adventure he was 
brought into that meadow. " But, O unhappy 
r.nd rcfpcd^ablc queen! by what means do I find 
thee in this lonely place, cloathcd in the habit 
of a riavc, and nccompanied by other female 
flavcs, who arc fta'^ching for a bnfililk, which, 
by order of the phyfician is to be fcjwed in rofe- 
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** While they arc Searching for their bafilift, 
faid the fair Aftarte, I will inform thee of all 
I have fuffered, for which heaven has fuffici- 
cntly recompenfed mc, by reftoring thee to my 
fight. Thou knoweft that the king, my huf- 
band, wa^ vexed to fee thee the mod amiable 
of mankind ) and that for this reafon, he one 
night refolved to ftrangle thee and poifon me. 
Thou knoweft how heaven permitted my little 
mute to inform me of the orders of his fublime 
majefty.- Hardly had the faithful Cador obliged 
thee to depart, in obedience to my command, 
when he ventured to enter my apartment ac 
midnight by a lecret paflage. He carried me 
off, and condu6^ed me to the te.rple of Ore- 
mazes, where the magi, his brother, (hut me 
up in that huge ftatue, whofe bafe reaches to 
the foundation of the temple, and whofe top 
rifcs to the fummit of the dome. I was thefc 
buried in a manner ; but was fervcd by the 
magi, and fupplied with all the neceflaries of 
life. At break of day his majefty's apothtcary 
entered my chamber with a potion compofed of 
a mixture of henbane,opium,hemlock,black hel- 
lebore, and aconite ; and another officer went to 
tbine with a bowftring of blue filk. Neither of 
us were to be found. (Jador, the better to deceive 
the king, pretended to come and accufe us both. 
He faid that thou hadft taken the road to the 
Indies, and I that to Memphis; on which the 
king's guards were immediately difpatched in 
purfuit of us both. 

** The couriers who purfued mc did not know 
mc. I had hardly ever fhewn my face t.o -i^wvj 
but thee, and to thee only \n lV\e ^x'ile.tv^^^ j^vA 
by the order of my hufband. T^^n eovAwS^.^^ 
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themfelves in the purfuit by the defcription that 
had been given them of my perfon. On tbe 
frontiers of Egypt they met with a woman of 
the fame ftature with me, and poiTeiTed perhaps 
of greater charms. She was weeping and wan- 
dering. They made no doubt but that this 
woman was the queenof Babylon, and accord- 
ingly brought her to Moabdar. Their miftake 
at firft threw the king into a violent pailion ; 
but having viewed this woman more attentively, 
he found her extremely handfome, ^nd was 
comforted. She was called MifTouf. I have 
fmce been informed, that this name in the 
Egyptian language, (ignifies the capricious fair 
one. She was fo in reality ; but fhe had as much 
cunning as caprice. She pleafed Moabdar, and 
gained fuch an afcendancy over him as to 
jnake him chufe her for his wife. Her'cha- 
xatS^er then began to appear in its true colours. 
She gave herfelf up, without fcruple, to all th« 
freaks of a wanton imagination. She would 
have obliged the xlrief of the magi, who was 
old and gouty, to dance before her ; and on his . 
refufal, fhe perfecuted him with the moft un- 
relenting cruelty. She ordered her mafter of 
the horfe to make her a pye of fweetmeats.* In 
vain did he reprefent that he was not a paftry- 
cook; he was obliged to make if, and loft his 
place, becaufe it wasbakcd a little too hard. The 
poft of ipafter of the horfe (he gave^ to her 
dwarf, and that of chancellor to her page. In 
this manner did (he govern Babylon. Every 
body regretted the lofs of me. The kine, who 
till the moiftent of his refolving to poifbn me 
and ftrangle thee," had been a tolerably gck)d 
kind of man, feemed now to have drowned 
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all his virtues in his immoderate fondnefs for 
this capricious fair one. He came to the tem- 
ple on the great day of the feaft held in honour 
of the' facred fire. I faw him implore the 
gods in behalf of Miflbuf, at the feet of the 
ftatue in which I was inclofed. I raifed my 
voice, I cried out, *• The gods rejeil the 
prayers of a king who is now become a tyrant, 
and who attempted to murder a reafonable wife, 
in order to marry a woman remarkable for no- 
thing but her folly and extravagance/' " At 
thefe words Moabdar was confounded, and his 
head became difordered. The oracle 1 had pro- 
nounced, and the tyranny of Aliffouf^ confpired 
to deprive him of his judgment, and in a few 
days his reafon entirely forfook him. 

** His madnefs, which feemed to be the judg- 
ment of heaven, was the fignal to a revolt. 
The people rofe, and ran to arms ; and Babylon, 
which had been fo long immrrfed in idlencfs 
and effeminacy, became the theatre of a bloody, 
civil war, I was taken from the heart of my 
flatue, and placed at the head of a party. Cador 
flew to Memphis, to bring thee back to Ba- 
bylon. The prince of Hircania, informed of 
thefe fatal events, returned with his army, and 
^made-a third party in Chaldaea. He attacked 
the kin?^ who fled before him with his capri- 
cious Egyptian. Moabdar died pierced with 
wounds. MiiFouf fell into the hands of the 
conqueror. 1 myfelf had the misfortune to be 
taken by a party of Hircanians, who conduced 
me to their prince's tent, at the very moment 
that MifTouf was brought before him. Thoa 
wilt doubtlefs be pleafed to hear that the prince 
thought me more beautiful than the Egyptian; 
K 4 Wx. 
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.bttt thou wilt he (brqr ^ be infbniied.tlist'be 
.'^jcfigp.f d i^ie for hit feniglb. H&toM iiie» jrith 
a bj^ot.aqd relbluCe air» that as ibon'aa'li^liadl 
^^(h^4 a miliury expedition^ which he waa 
JJPI^^ng to uodtrtakeiNhe would cteietc me. 
'^&dge how great muft have .been my grief*. 
!mj iipi with Moahdar were already diflbnrid; 
J qilgbt have been the wife of Zadig ; * and I 
^WM faAen into the hands of a barbariah. I 
[f jjifwered him withvall the pride which myiiig^ 
]ku^ and noble ient]nii^nts'<ould inf)ifc» JhSfl 
always beard it a£irm^, that heaven flampeil 
on.perfbns of mv conditjon» a mark of gran* 
•dew, wbichyVirith a fingle word or glance, could 
^re«)uce fO the lowIineJTs of the moil prefo.und 
tierpe&, thofe ralh and forwsM-d perfons, wlio 
]»erume to deviate from the rules of polisenefs. 
Xfpoke lil^e a Qj^cn| but Was treated Uke a 
.'msJd-»rervanr. The Hircanian, without cvfti 
'deigning to fpeak to me, told his black eunuch 
that I was impertinent, but that be thought 
me handfcme. He ordered him to take. care 
of me, and to put me under the regimen of 
Eivourites, that fo nrry complexion being im- 
proved, I might be the more worthy of his fa- 
vours, when he ihould be at leafure to honour 
me with them. I told him, that, rather ^an 
fubmit to his defines, I would put an end to my 
life. He replied with 9 fnnile, that women, 
.he believed, were not fo blood^thirfty; and that 
he was accuftomed to fuch violent expreiSons ; 
and then left me with the air of a man who 
bad juft put another parrot into his aviary. What 
a fiate for the firfl queen of the univerfe^ and, 
what is more, for a heart devoted to Zadig!'' 

At 
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At thefe words Zadig threw himfclf at her 
feet, and bathed them with his tears. Afbarte 
raifcd him with great tendernefs, and thus coni- 
tinued her ftory. ** I now faw myfelf in the 
power of a barbarian, and rival to the foolffh 
woman with whom I was confined. She gave - 
fne an account of her adventures in Egypt. 
From the defcriptton (he gave of your perlon» 
from the time, from the dromedary on which 
you was mounted, and from every other cir-* 
cumftance, I inferred that Zadig was the man 
who had fought for her. I doubted not but that 
you was at Memphis, and therefore refolved to 
repair thither. Beautiful Miflbuf, faid I, thou 
art more haiKlfome than I,' and will pleafc the 
prince of Hircania much better. Affift me in 
contriving the means of my cfcape j thou wi?t 
then reign alone ; thou wilt at once make me 
happy, and rid ihyfelf of a rival. Miflbuf con- 
certed with me the means of my flight ; and I 
departed fecretly with a female Egyptian flave. 

*• As 1 approached the frontiers of Arabia, a 
famous robber, named Arbogad, fcizcd me, anxl 
fold me to fomc merchants, who brought me 
to this caftle, where lord Ogul refides. He 
bought me without knowing who I was. ' He 
is a voluptuary, ambitious of nothing but good 
living, and thinks that God fent him into the 
world for no other purpofc than (o fit at table. 
He is fo extremely corpulent, that he is always 
in danger of fuffocation. Jiis phyfician, who 
has but little credit with him v^hen he has a 
good digeftion, governs him with a defpotic 
fway when he has eat too much. He has per- 
fuaded Him that a bafilifk ftcwed in rofewatcr 
will efFcft a complete cure. The lord Ogul 
K 5 V^a^Vl 
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hath promifed his hand to the female flave that 
brings him a bafiliik. Thou feeft that I leave 
them to vie with each other in meriting this 
honour, and never was I lefs defirous of find- 
ing the bafiliik than fmce heaven hath reftored 
thee to my fight." 

This account was fucceeded by a long con- 
verfation between Aftarte and Zadig, confifting 
of every thing that their long fupprefled fen- 
timents, their great fufFerings, and their mutual 
love could infpire into hearts the mod noble 
and tender; and the genii who prefide over 
love, carried their words to the fphere of 
Venus. 

The women returned to Ogul, without 
having found the bafilifk. Zadig was intro- 
duced to this mighty lord, and fpoke to him in 
the following terms: *' May immortal health 
dcfcend from heaven to blefs all thy days ! I am 
a phyfician : at the firft report of thy indifpo- 
iition I flew to thy caftle, and have now brought 
thee a bafiliik ftewed in rofe-water. Not that 
I pretend to marry thee. All I a(k is the liberty 
of a Babylonian flave, who hath been in thy 
pofTefEon for a few days ; and, jf I fhould not 
be fo happy as to cure thee, magnificent lord 
Ogul, I confent to remain a flave in her place." 
The propofal wa^ accepted. Aflarte fet out 
for Babylon withZadig'sfervant, promifing, im- 
mediately upon h^ arrival, to fend a courier to 
inform him of all tf^at had happened. Their 
parting was as tender as their meeting. The 
moment of meeting, and that of parting, are 
the two greatefl epochas of life, as fayeth the 
great book of Zend. Zadig loved the queen 
with as much.ardouir as he profefiTed; and cbe 

q^ueen 

1 



The basilisk. 203 

^een loved Zadig more than (he thought pro- 
per to acknowledge. 

Mean while Zadig fpoke thus to Ogul : 
^ My lord, my baiili& is not to be eaten ; all 
its virtue muft enter through thy pores. I have 
inclofed it in a little ball, blown up and covered 
with a fine (kin. Thou muft ftrilce this ball 
with all thy might, and I muft- ftrike it back 
for a confiderable time; and by obferving this 
regimen for a few days, thou wilt fee the effects 
of my art." The firft day, Ogul was out of 
breath, and thought he ihould have died with 
fatii;ue. The fecond he was lefs fatigued, and 
ficpt better. In eight days he recovered all the 
ftrength, all the health, all the agility and 
chearfulnefs of his moft agreeable years. " Thou 
.haft played at ball, and haft been temperate, 
faid Zadig, know that there is no fuch thing 
in nature as abafilifk; that temperance and ex- 
ercife are the two great prefervatives of health; 
and that the art of reconciling intemperance 
and health is as chimerical as*the philofopher's 
ftone, judicial aftrology, or the theology of the 
magi." 

Ogul's firft phyfician obferving how dangerous • 
this man might prove to the medical art, formed 
a defign, in coiijundion with the apothecary* 
to fend Zadig to fear^h for a baftlifk in the 
other world. Thus, after having fuftered fuch 
a long train of calamities on account of his good 
a£iions, he was now upon the point of loling 
his life for curing a gluttonous lord. He was 
invited to an excellent dinner '^ and was to have 
been poifoned in the fecond courfe; bur, during 
the firft, he happily received a courier from the 
• . K 6 fair 
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fair Aftartc. . " When one is beloved by « 
beautiful woman, fays the £reat Zoroafteff be 
bath always the. good fortune to extricate 
bimfelf out of every kind of difficulty and 
danger." 
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'T'HE queen was received at Babylon with 
*• all thofe tranfports of joy, which are ever 
felt on the return of a beautiful prtncefs who 
hath been involved in calamities. Babylon was 
now in greater tranquillity* The prince of 
Hircania had been killed in battle. The vido* 
rious Babylonians declared, that the queen 
fhould marry the man whom they fhould chufe 
for their fovereign. They were reiblved that 
the firft place in the world, that of being huf- 
band to Aftarte and king of Babylon, would 
jnot depend on cabals and intrigues. ' They 
fwore to acknowledge for king the man wbo^ 
uppn trial, fhould be found to be poiiefied of 
the greateft valour and the greateft wifdom. 
Accordingly, at the difiance of a few leagues 
from the city, a fpacious place was marked out 
for the liAs, furrounded with magnificent am- 
phitheatres. Thither the combatants were tQ> 
repair in complete armour. Each of them bad 
^ (eparate apartment behind the amphitheatres 
where they vvere neither to be feen nor known 
by any one. Each was to encounter four 
knights i and thoie that were fo happy as t& 

, con<iuer 
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CDoquer four, "were tbea to «Agiige with one 
another; fs> that be who renutiied the lail 
mafter of the fields Ihould be proclaimed con-i 
queror at the gmoes. Fotsr days after,, be was 
to return with the fame arms, and to exfdaini 
the snigmas propofed by the magi. If be did 
not explain the senigmas,. lie was not king ^ 
and the ruiviing ait the lances was to begin 
afrefliy till a man fiiould be fomid who was 
conqueror in both thefe combats^ for they were 
abfolutely determined to have a king pofiefied 
of the greateft wifdom and the moft invincible 
courage. The queen was all the while to be 
ftridly guarded : {be was only allowed to be 
prefent at the gaaies> and even there (he was t* 
be covered with a veil ; but was not permitted 
to fpeak to any of the competitors, that fo they 
might neither receive favour, nor fuffer in« 
juftice. 

Thefe particulars Aftarte coaununicated to her 

lover, hoping that, in order to obtain her, he 

would (hew himfelf pofleflfed of greater courage 

and wifik>m than any other perfon. Zadig fet 

out on his journey, befeeching Venus to fortify 

bis mw(pf and enlighten his underftanding» 

He anitM on the banks of the Euphrates on 

the eve of dhis great day. He caufed his de« 

vice to be iafcribed among thofe of the com* 

haunts, concealing his face and his name, as 

the law ordained; and then went to repofe 

himfelf in the apartment that fell to him by lot. 

His friend Cador, who^ after the fruitlefs fearck 

he had made for him in Egypt, was now re* 

turned to Babylon, fent to his tent a complete 

fuit of armour^ which was a prefent horn the 

qiieeft» 
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queen, as alfo from himfelf, one of the fineK 
horfes in Perda. 2^dig prefently perceived that 
thefe prefents were fent by Aftarte ; and front 
thence his courage derived frefli ftrength, and- 
his love the moft animating hopes. 

Next day, the queen being feated under a: 
canopy of jewels, and the amphitheatres filled 
with all the gentlemen and ladies of rank in Ba«^ 
bylon, the combatants appeared in the circus. 
Each of them came and laid his device at th^ 
feet of the grand magi. They drew their de- 
vices by lot; and that of Zadig was the laft. 
The nrft who advanced was a certain lord, 
named Itobad, very rich and very vain, but pof- 
fefled of little courage, of lefs addrefs, and 
hardly of any judgment at all. His fervants 
had perfuaded him thatfuch a man ad he ought 
to be king I he bad faid in reply^ ^< Such a man 
as I ought to reign ;" and thus they had armed 
him cap-a-pee. He wore an armour of gold 
enamelled with green, a plume of green fea- 
thers, and a lance adorned with green ribbands. 
It was inftantly perceived by the manner in 
which Itobad managed his horfe, that it was 
not for fuch a man as him that heaven referved 
the fcepter of Babylon. The firft knight that 
ran againft him threw him out of hrs faddle i 
the fecond laid him flat on his horfe's buttocks; 
with his legs in the air, and his arms extended; 
Itobad recovered himfelf, but with fo bad a 
grace, that the whole amphitheatre burft out 
A-laughing. The third knight difdained to 
jnake ufe of his lance; but, making a pafs at 
him, took him by the right leg, and wheeling 
" liim half-round,^ laid him proftrate on the fand^. 
.Tb« iquires of the games ran to him laughing, 

and. 
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and replaced him in his faddle. The fourth 
Combatant took him by the left leg^ and tumbled 
him down on the other fide. He was condu£ted 
back with fcornful (houts to his tent, where, 
according to the law, he was topafs the night; 
^nd as he limped along, with great difficulty^ 
he faid ; ^^ What an adventure for fuch a man 
as I !" 

The other knights acquitted themfelves with 
greater ability and fuccefs. Some of them con- 
•quered two combatants ; a few of them van-- 
quiihed three; but none but prince Otamus 
.conquered four. At laft Zadig fought in hits 
turn. He fucceffively threw four knights out 
of their faddles, with all the grace imaginable. 
It then remained to be feen who fhould be con- 
queror, Otamus or Zadig. ' The arms of the 
firft were gold and blue^ with a plume of the , 
fame colour ; thofe of the laft were white. The 
wiflies of all the fpe£btors were divided betweeii 
the knight in blue and the knight in white. The 
queen, whofe heart was in a violent palpita- 
tion, offered prayers ta heaven for the fucceis 
of the white colour. - -^ : 

The two champions made their pafles arri 
vaults with fo much agility; they mutually gave 
and received fuch dexterous blows with their 
Jances ; and fat fo firmly in their faddles, 
that every body but the queen wifhcd thew 
might be two kings in' Babylon. At length, 
their horfes being tired, and their lances bro- 
ken, -Sla^jg had recourfe to this ftratagem. He 
pafles behind the blue prince ; fprings upon the 
buttocks of his horfe ; feizes him by the middle ; 
throwis him on the earth ; places himfelf in the 
iaddJei and wheels aiound OutoAx^ ^ \v^N*^ 
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extended on the ground. All the amphitheatre 
cried out, *' Vittory to the white knight !" 
Otamus rifes in a violent paffion, and drawa 
his fword ; Zadig leaps from his horfe with hia 
fabre in his hand. Both of them are liow on 
the ground, engaged in a new c<Mnbat, where 
firength and agility triumph by turns. The 
plumes of their helmets, the ftuds of their braflets, 
and the rings of their armour, are driven to a 
great diftance by the violence of a thoufand fu<- 
rious blows. They ftrilce with the point and the 
edge ; to the right, to the left i on the head, oa 
thebreaft; they retreat; they advance; tfaey.mea^ 
fure fwords ; they clofe ; they feize each other ; 
they bend like ferpents ; they attack like lions^ 
and the fire every moment flafhes from their 
blowsr At laft Zadig, having recovered his 
fpirits, ftops ; makes a feint ; leaps upon Ota- 
mus ; throws him on the ground and difarm^ 
him; and Otamus cries out; *< It is thou 
alone, O white knight, that ougbteft to reign 
over Babylon !" The queen was now at the 
height of her joy. The knight in blue armour» 
and the knight in white, were conduced each 
to his own apartment, as well as all theothers^ 
according to the intention of the law. Mutes 
came to wait upon them, and to ferve them at 
table. It may be eafily fuppofed that the qiieen'^ 
little mute waited upon Zadig. They were 
then left to themfelves, to enjoy the fweets of 
repofe till next 'morning, at wjbich time the 
conqueror was to bring his device to the grand 
magi^ to compare it with that which he had . 
left, and make himfelf known. 

Zadigj though deeply in love, was fo much 
fatigued that be could not help fleeping. Itm^ 

bad^ 
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bad, who lay near him, never clofed his eyes. 
He arofe in the night ; entered hb apartment i 
took the white arms and the device of Zadi^; 
and put his green armour in their place. At 
break of day, he went boldly to the grand 
magi, to declare thatfo great a man as he was 
conqueror. This was little expelled ; however, 
be was proclaimed, while Zadig was ftillafleep. 
Aftarte, furprifed and filled with defpair, re- 
turned to Babylon^ The amphitheatre was al- 
moft empty, when Zadig awoke: he fought 
for his arms; but could find none but the green 
armour. With this he was obliged to cover 
bimfclf, having nothing elfe near him. Afto- 
niflied and enraged^ be put it on in a furious 
.paifion, and advanced in this equipage. 

The people that ftill remained In the amphi*- 
theatre and the circus, received him with boots 
and bilTes. They furrounded him, and infulted 
him to his face. Never did man fulier fuch 
cruel mortifications. He loft his patience ; with 
his fabre he difperfed fuch of the populace as 
dared to affront ; but Ke knew not what courfe 
to take. He could not fee. the queen; he couU 
not reclaim the white armour (be had fent him, 
without expofing her ; and thus, while (he was 
plunged in grief, he was filled with fury and 
diftraflion. He walked on the banks of the 
Euphrates, fully perfuaded that his ftar had 
deflined him to inevitable mifery, and revolving 
in his mind all hit misfortunes, from the adven- 
ture of the woman who hated one-eyed men» 
to that of his armour. *' This (faid he) is the 
confequence of my having flept too long. Had 
I flept kk, I fhould now have been king of Ba- 

bylonji 
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.byloti, and hi poficfffioa.of Aftarte. Ilnow^ 
Hiig^j virtue^ and coiu^e, hiiv'^buheirto'ferved 
.billy to make me itiiiefabltf:'^ He'iheih let. fall 
ribme fecret iAiinAuringa if^kikift ; proviSeiiai, 
.and wastempted to b^lte^ flAttttie vhyM Was 

S^verned'by a cruel deftiay, which ojpprdM 
e. goody and ^profpered 'kfiighta in gnsen* tr- 
Aour. iOne of his greateft ihortifications ifia 
•bis being obliged to wear' that green arriidur 
•vrfaicb had . expoTed hini to fiieh contumelTQlih 
ireatment. : A merchant haf^yening to ptafr bj, 
.he fold it to him for '>[ trifle^ and bMghta^wn 
and a long bonnet. In this garl% hfe proceeded 
4klong the banks of -the Euphrates^ ftlled'with 
.de(pair$\and fecigetlyaccuilng^royidence^ which 
thus continued to periecutemnLmth unronit- 
tingfcveritjrtf 
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X1I7HILE he was thus fauntering, he met 
^^ a hermit, whofe white and venerable 
beard hung down to his girdle. He held a book 
in his hand, which he read with great attention. 
Zadig ftopt, and made him a profound obei- 
fance. The hermit returned the compliment 
with fuch a noble and engaging air, that Zadi^^ 
had the curiofity to enter Into converfation 
with him. He afked him what book it was that 
be had been reading ? " It is the book qf dtf- 
tinies, (faid the hermit ;) wouldft thou choofc 
to look into it?" He put the book into the 
.• faanUs 
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hands of Zadig, who, thoroughly verfed as he 
was in fevcral languages, could not decypher a 
fingle charafter of it. This only redoubled his 
curriofity. '^Thou feemeft (faid this good fa- 
ther) to be in great diftrefs." •** Alas ! (replied 
Zadig) I have but too much reafon." ** If thou 
wilt permit me to accompany thee, (refumed 
th^old man) perhaps I may be offome fervice 
to thee. I have often poured the balm of con- 
folation into the bleeding heart of the un- 
happy?' Zadig felt himfelf infpired with re- 
fpe<^ for the air, the beard, and the book of 
the hermit. He found, in the courfe of the 
converfation, that he was poflefled of fuperior 
degrees of knowledge. The hermit talked of 
fate, of juftice, of morals, of the chief good, of 
human weaknefs, and of virtue and vice, with, 
fuch a fpirited and nioving eloquence, that Za- 
dig felt himfelf drawn toward him by an irrer 
fiftible charm. He earrteftly entreated the fa- 
vour of his company till their return to Baby- 
Ion. ** I a(k the fame favour of thee, (faid the 
old man 5) fwear to me by Oromazes, that 
whatever I do thou wilt not leave me for fomcf 
days." Zadig fwore, and they fet out toge- 
ther. 

In the evening, the two travellers arrived at 
a fuperb caftle^. The hermit entreated a hofpr- 
~ table reception for himfelf and the young man 
who accompanied him. The porter, whom 
one might have eafily miftaken for a great lord, 
introduced them with a kind of difdainful civi- 
lity. He prefentcd them to a principal domef- 
tic, who (hewed them his matter's magnificent 
apartments. They were admitted to the lower 
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jeadoftlietabley without being boopQmd'wick 
the leaft mark of reg«r4 ^ ^ i^ of liw 
caftle,; but they were ierycd like die ieft» widi 
adicacy and profiifidn. They were diep jp»* 
tcotcd with water to walh their /handa,' la a 
floldea baton adorned with emeraldaand ndiiei. 
At Lift they were conduAed to bed in a beauti- 
ful apartment; and» in the morning, adooieftic 
hroueht each of them a piece oTgold, after 
which they took their leave and departed. 

«« The mafter of the houfe (iaid Zad^g, as 
•diey were proceeding on dpe. journey) appeaia 
to be a generous map^ though fomeWhat 100 
'proud:. faenoUy perfomMthedutieaof ho^ 
Reality.'' At thatmiWt heobferved, that a kind 
of* urge pocket which ^ hermit bad* wai 
filled M diftended-i Mid upon looking more 
iunrowly, he fognd that itcontsMned t|ie j|oldea 
bafon aaomed with predottt ftonea, which the 
hermit had ftolen. He durft not then take any 
notice of it ; but be was filled with a ftrange 
iiirprize. 

About noon, the hermit came to the door of 
a paultry houfe, inhabited by a rich mifer ; and 
begged the favour of an hofpitable reception 
for a few hours. An old fervant, in a tattered 
garb, received them with a blunt and rude air, 
and led them into the ftablc, where he gave 
them fome rotten olives, mouldy bread, and 
four beer. The hermit eat and drank with as 
much Teeming fatisfa£lion as he had done the 
evening before : and then addreffing himfelf to 
the old fervant,'' who watched them both, to 
prevent their dealing any thing, and rudely 
preiTcd then) to depart, he gave him the two 

pieces 
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pieces of goTd he had received in the morningy 
and thanked him for his great civility. *« Pray, 
(^ed he) allow, tne to fpeak to thy mafter." 
The fervant, filled with aftonifliment, intro- 
dticed the two travellers. ** Magnificent lord ! 
(fcid the hermit) I cannot but return thee my 
moft humble thanks for the noble manner in 
which thou h^ entertained us. Be pleafed to 
accept of this golden bafon, as a fmall mark 
of my gratitude." The mifer ftarted, and was 
ready to fall backwards ; but the hermit, with- 
out giving him time to recover from his fur- 
prize, inftantly departed with his young fellow- 
traveller. " r ather, (faid Zadig) what is the 
meaning of all this ? thou feemeft to me to be 
entirely different from other men ; thou ftealeft 
a golden bafon adorned with precious ftones, 
from a lord who received thee magnifi;cently, 
and giveft it to a mifer who treats thee with 
indignity." ** Son, (replied the oFd man) this 
magnificent lord, who receives ftrangers only 
from vanity and oftentation, will hereby be ren- 
dered more wife ; and the mifer will learn to 
praftife the duties of hofpitality. Be furprifed - 
at nothing ; but follow me." Zadig knew not- 
as yet, whether he was in company with the 
moft foolifh or the moft prudent of mankind ; 
but the hermit fpoke with fuch an afcendancy, 
that Zadig, who was moreover bound by his 
oath, could not refufe to follow him. 

In the evening, they arrived at a houfe built 
with equal elegance and fimplicity, where no- 
thing favoured either of prodigality or avarice. 
The mafter of it was a philofopher, who had 
retircd'from the world ; and who cultivated in 

peace 
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peace the fljudy of virtue and wifdoai) without 
aViy of that rigid and morofe fever icy, fo comr 
inonly to be found in men of his chara^r* He 
had chofen to build this country ^oufe, in whicli 
be received ftrangers with a eenerolity free 
from oftentation. He went himfelf to meet the 
two travellers, whom he led into a commodioi^s 
apartment, where he defired them to fepofe 
themfelves a little. Soon after he came and in- 
vited them to a decent and well ordered repaft, 
during which he fpoke with great judgment of 
the lalt revolutions in Babylon. He Teemed to 
be ftrongly attached to the queen ; and wi(hed 
that Zadig had appeared in the lifts to difpute 
the crown : *' But the people (added he) dc^ 
not deferve to have fuch a king as Zadig." 
Zadig blulhed, and felt his griefs redoubled. 
They agr^ced; in the courfe of the cpnverfation, 
that the things of this world did* not always 
anfwer the wiflies of the wife. The hermit 
ftill maintained that the ways of providence 
were infcru table ; and that men were in the 
wrong to judge of a whole, of which they un- 
derftood but the fmalleft part. 

They talked of the paffions : « Ah ! (faid 
Zadig) how fatal are their effefts !" « They 
are the winds (replied the hermit) that fwclji 
the fails of the (hip; it is true they fometimes 
fmk her; but vi^ithout them fhe could not fail 
at all. The. bile makes us fick and cholerick; 
but without the bile we could not live. Every 
thing in this world is dangerous ; and yet every 
thing is neccflary." 

The converfation turned on pleafure ; and the 
hermit proved that it was a prefent beftowed by 

the 
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the deity : ♦* For (faid be) man cannot give 
bimfelf either fenlations or ideas : he receives 
all ', and pain and pleafure proceed from a fo« 
reign caufe, as well as his being/' 

Zadiff was furprifed to fee a man, who had 
been guilty of fuch extravagant anions, capable 
of reafoning with fo much judgment and pro- 
priety. Atlaft, after aconverfation equally enter- 
taining and inftrudlive, the hofl led back his 
two gucfts to their apartment, bleffing; heaven 
for having fent him two men poiTeiled of fo 
much wi(dom and virtue. He offered them mo- 
ney, with fuch an eafy and noble air as could 
not poffibly give any offence. The hermit re- 
fufed it, and faid that he muft now take his 
le4ve of him, as he propofed to fet out for Ba- 
bylon before it was light. Their parting was 
t^der; Zadig, efpecially, felt himfelf filled 
with efteenr?nd afTe£lion for a man of fuch an 
amiable character. 

When he and the hermit were alone in their 
apartment, they fpent a long time in praifmg 
their hoft. At break of day, the old man awaken'a 
his companion. ^' We muft now depart, (faid 
he ;) but, while all the family are ftill afleep, 
Iwill leave this man a mark of my efteem and 
affe£iion." So faying, he took a candle and fet 
fire to the houfe. Zadig, flruck with horror, 
cried aloud, and endeavoured to hinder him 
from committing fuch a barbarous adion ^ but 
the hermit drew him away bv a fuperior force ; 
2nd the houfe was foon m flames. The her- 
mit, who, with his companion, was already at 
a confiderable diflance, looked back to the con- 
flagration with e;reat tranquillity. ^' Thanks 
I e to God, (faid he) the houfe o( tcv^ ^^iV^^ 
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bmdraijrdeftnoyalT HipnriMiir Aiilitee'; 
WM^ Zodig W9U stoiioe Maptcd to Inirft olt 
ft^liifgimig^ to rqiroadi die l«f«l«ild;lkilier» i0 
beat him, and tp'nin away^ BliC-li^didiiaip 
of alltbde; :£9f, flia fttbdotdbf^c^ 
afcendanqr of the harniil^ ha IUiM«d"ldl0, ill 
Ipke pfbimkifj to dieocsM ftige^ .. ' 

^ Thit was at the boufe «f ft cbaritaUe wai ' 
. viituoiu widow,' who hid a mj^iew-^nketota 
years of age, a baadjlbme and prouffinr .fojadb^ ' 
aiid her only hope. She perfertned the iKHibiiii ^ 
of her houfe as well as iht eouldw Htxt dqr^ ' 
jhtt ordered' her aepliew ^ aiccompaaf me ' 
ffarangers to a bridge, which being latelf bfefean \ 
down,, was become extremely dasusereiii is: 
paffiag* The young man willkeif bimrethcoi' 
' with great alacrity^ As the|t were crolEng the ; 
bridge, *' Come, (laid the hermit l^gtbe youth) 
I .rouft. (hew my gratitude to thy'amit. ' He 
then took htm by the hair, and plonged him 
into the river. The boy fuiik, appeared again 
on the furface of the water, and was fwallc^ired 
up by the current. ** O monfter ! O thou 
Dioft wicked of mankind !" cried Zadig. *^ Thou 
promifedft to behave with greater patience, 
{{aid the hermit, interrupting him.) Know, 
i that under the ruins of that houfe which provi- 

; dence hath feton fire, the mafter hath found an 

immenfe treafure : know, that this young man, 
whofe life providence hath (hortened, would 
have aiTaffinated his aunt in the fpace of a year, 

/and thee in that of two.*' «' Who told thee 
fo, barbarian? (cried Zadig;) and though thou 
It hadft read this event in thy bode 6f deftinies, 

f art thou permitted to drown a youth who never 

did thee any hiarm V^ 
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While the Babylonian was thus exclaiming:, 
he obferved that tbe old man had no longer a 
beard ^ and thathis countenance aiTumed the fea* 
tures and complexion of youth. The hermit's 
habit difappeared ; and four beautiful wings co- 
vered a majeftic body refplendent with light. 
*' O fent of heaven ! O divine angel ! (cried . 
Zadig, humbly proftrating himfelf on the 
ground) haft thou then defcended fronf the Em- 
pyrean, to teach a weak mortal to fubmit to 
the eternal decrees of providence ?'* ** Men, 
(faid the angel Jefrad) judge of all, without 
knowing any thing ; and, of all men, thou beft 
deferveft to be eiiU^htened.*' Zadfg begged to 
be permitted to fpeak : *' I diftruft myfelt, (faid 
he) but may I prcfume to afk the favour of 
thee to clear up one doubt that ftill remaias in 
my mind j would it not have been better to 
have corrected this youth, and made him vir- 
tuous, than to have drowned him ?" " Had he 
been virtuous, (replied Jefrad) and enjoyed a 
longer life, it would' have been his fate to be 
aflaflinated himfelf, together with the wife he 
would have married,, and the child he would 
have had by her." " But why (-laid Zadig) is • 
it neceffary that there fho/jld be crimes and mif- .' 

fortunes, and that thefe misfortunes fhould fall { 

on the good ?" " The wicked (replied Jefrad) f 

are always unhappy : they ferve t® prove ana 
try the fmall number of the juft that arc Mat- 
tered through the earth; and there is no evil » 
that is not produdlive of fome good." " But, \ 
(faid Zadig) fuppofe . there were nothing but 
good, and no evil at. all."' " Then (replied 
Jefrad) this earth would be another earth : the 
chain of events would be ranged in another 
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order, and direSed by wifdam ; but thitf other 

order, which would.be perfeA, can exift only 

in the eternal abode of the Supreme Being, to 

which no evil can approach. The Deity hath 

created millions of worlds, among which there 

is not one that refembles another. This im- 

snenfe variety is the tffe£k of his immenfe power. 

There are not two leaves among the trees of 

the earth, nor two globes in the unlimited 

expanfe of heaven, that are exa£)ly fimilar ; and 

all that thou feeft on the little at6m in which 

thou art born, ought to be in its proper time 

and place, according to the immutable decrees 

of him who comprehends all. Men think that 

this child' who hathjuft perifhed, is fallen into 

the water by chance ; and that it is by the fame 

chance that this- houfe is burnt : but there is 

no fuch thing as chance ; all is either a trial, 

or a punifhment, or a reward, or a foreftghr. 

Remember the fifherman, who thought him- 

fclf the moft wretched of mankind. Oromazcs 

fcnt thee to change his fate. Ceafc then, frail 

mortal, to difpute againft what thou oughtcft 

to adore." " But," (faid Zad^g) As 

he pronounced the word " But," the angel 
took his flight towards the tenth iphcrc. '/adig 
on his knees adored providence, and fubmitted. 
7'he angel cried to him from on high, *^ Direct 
thy courfc towards Babylon." 



The 



[ ai9 3 

The iE N I G M A S. 

ZADIG) entranced as it were, and like a 
man about whofe head the thunder had 
burft, M^ked at randogi. He entered Babylon 
on the very day when thofe who had fought at 
the tournaments were aflembled in the grand 
veftibule of the palace, to explain the snigmas, 
and to anfwer the queftions of the grand magi. 
All the.knights were already arrived, exceptthe 
knight in green armour. As foon as Zadig ap- 
peared in the city, the people crouded around 
him. Every eye was fixed on him; every 
mouth blefled him ; and every heart wiflied 
him the empire. The envious man faw him 
pafs ; he frowned and turned afide. The people 
« conduced him to the place where the aflembly 
was held. The queen, who was informed of 
his arrival, became a prey to the moft violent 
agitations of hope and fear. She was filled with 
anxiety and apprehcnfion. She could not com- 
prehend why Zadig was without arms, . nor 
why Itobad wore the white armour. A con- 
fufed murmur arofe at the fight of Zadig. They 
were equally furprifed and charmed to ke him ; 
but none but the knights who had fought were 
permitted to appear iathe aflfembly. 

>' I have fought as well as the other knights, 
(laid Zadii) but another here wears iny arms ; 
and while 1 wait for the honour of proving the 
truth of my allertion, I demand the liberty of 
prefenting myfelf to explain the a&nigmas." 
The queition was put to the vote ; and his re«> 
putation for probity was ftill fo deeply imprefled 
La in 
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in their minds, that they admitted himwit.'out 
fcruple. 

The firft queftion propofed by the grand magi 
was, **' What, of all things in the world, is 
the lo^gcft and the (horteft ; the fwifteft and 
the (loweft ; the mod divifible, and the moft 
extended ; the moft neglected, and the moflr re* 
gretted ; without which nothing can be done ; 
which devours all that is little, and enlivens all 
that is great ?" 

Itobad was to fpc^k. ,Hc replied, that fo 
great a man as he did not underfland aenigmas; 
and that it was fufficient for him <o have con- 
quered by his (trength and valour. Some (aid 
that the meaning of the aenigma was fortune^ 
feme, the earth ; and others, the light. Zadig 
faid that itvvas time: " Nothing (added he) is 
longer, fince it is the meafure of eternity ; no* 
thiii;2: is fliorter, fince it is irifufficient for the ac- 
complifiimcnt of our projects ; nothing more 
flow to hiiii that cxfccls; noiliini; ir.or%; rapid 
to him that cnji.ys; iii greatnels it extends to 
infir.ity; in in i aline fs it is infinircly (iivifibicj 
7\\\ men n-cglc^^ it j all regret liie Jols of it; 
nothing c-'^.n be done without it ; it confiirns to 
CiMiv'ion vvhatcvcr i.- uiiv/c>:ihy of being tra!»i- 
j?;ittv(l to po(lcrity ; un.i it i:'imort:\lizcs fuw^ 
a'-'lion-; i^s arc trulv ;.".rcat." 'i'iie riiTjmbly ac- 
knowlvtljcd that Z.ulig was in the rii^ht. 

Th'.- next quell ion -was: '* What is tiie 
tiiifi.' whi' h wc receive wiihoijt diank*?, whi^li 
v.c cniDv vvlt':()ul knowing how, which we give 
to r-\).:'r v.!u-n we kno// not where we arc, 
ain: V. l.i. ij v.-' lof.' vviihciit perceiving it:'* 

1 \:i\ ' :i.- '■: vv Ki:- own e\planai:on. Zacijr 
nlor:: : ^(::iJ!i.»' it was life; and explained ;.ll 

the 
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the other aenigmas with the fame facility. Ito- 
bad always faid.that nothing was more eafy^ 
and that he could have anfwered them with the 
fame readinefs, had he chofen to have given 
bimfelf the trouble. Qiteftions were then pro* 
pofed on juftice, on the fovereign good, and 
on the art of government. Zaciig*s anfwers 
were judged to be the moft folid. " What a 
pity If it, (faid tbey) that fuch a great genius 
(hould be fo bad a knight !'' 

^^ Illuftriout lords, (faid Zadig) I have had 
the honour of conquering in the cournaroents. 
It 13 tome that the white armour belongs. Lord 
Itobad took pofi^ffiun of it during my fleep« 
He probably thought that it would fit him bet- 
ter than the green. I am now ready to prove 
in vour pretectce, with my gown and fword^ 
^ainft all that bektjttful white armour which he 
look from me, tfa^it it ii I who have had the 
honour of conquering ihe brMW Otamus." 

Itobad ^CQcpted the challenge with jliegreateft 
confidence. He never doubt»J, butthat, arme^ 
aa be was, with a hdniet^ a cuiraft, and braflarta^ 
kc would obtain an eafy vifiory over a cham* 
pion in a cap aori night-godvQ. Zadig drew 
bis fword; falttting dw queen, who looked al 
him with a mixture of fear and joy, Itobad 
drew bis, without ialuting any one. He rufbed 
upon Zadig, like a man who had nothing to 
fear. He was ready to cleave him in two. Za* 
dig knew how to ward off his blows, by op- 
pofing the ftrongeft part of his fword to the 
weakeft of that of his adverfary, in fuch a 
manner that Itobad's fword was broken. Upon 
which Zadig, feizing his enemy hy the waift, 
L 3 \J.vtt.H% 
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threw him on the ground ; and fixing the point 
pf his fword at the extremity of his breaft-piate$ 
*^ Suffer thyfelf to be di(armed, (fatd he) or 
thou art a dead man." Itobad, always Air* 
prifed at the difgraces that happened to fuch t 
man as he, was obliged to yield to Zadig, who 
took from him with great compofure his mag'' 
nificent helmet, his fuperb cuirafs, his fintf 
brafTarts, his (htning cuiflies ; doathed himfelf 
with them ; and in this drefs ran to throw him- 
felf at the feet of Aftarte. Cador cafily proved 
that the armour belonged to Zadig. He was 
acknowledged king by the unanimous conftnt 
of the whole nation, and efpecially fa^ that of 
Aftarte, who, after fo many calamities, now 
tafted the exquifite pleafure of feeing her lover 
worthy, in the eyes of all the world, to be hef 
hun)and. Itobad went home to be called Lord 
in his own houfe. Zadig wsts king, and was 
happy. He recollected what the angel Jefrad 
had (aid to him. He even remembered the grain 
of fand that became a diamond. The queen 
and Zadig adored providence. He left the ca- 
pricious beauty, MiflTouf, to run through the 
world. He fentin fearch of the robber, Arbo- 
gad, to whom he gave an honourable poft in 
his army, promifing to advance him to the firft 
dignities, if he behaved like a true warrior ; and 
threatening to hang him, if he followed the 
profeffion of a robber. 

Setoc, with the fair Almona, was called from 
the heart of Arabia, and placed at the head of 
the commerce of Babylon. Cador was pre- 
ferred, and diftinguifhed according to his great 
icrviccs. He was the friend of the king^ and 

the 
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the king was then the only monarch on earth 
that had a friend. The little mute was not 
forgotten. A fine houfe was given to the fifher- 
man'; and Orcan was condemned to pay him a 
large fum of money, and to reftore him his 
wife ; but the fifherman, who was now become 
wife, took only the money. 

But, neither could the beautiful S^inira be 
comforted, for having believed thzCt Zadig 
would be blind of an eye ; nor did Azora ceafe 
to lament her having attempted to cut ofF his 
nofe : their griefs, however, he foftencd by his 
prefents. The envious- man died of rage and 
fliame. The empire enjoyed peace, glory, and 
plenty. This was the happieft age of the 
earth. It was governed by love and jufticc. The 
people hleflcd Zadig, and Zadig bleffed heavcR. 
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The WORLD as it Goes, 
TheViSiON of BABOUC*. 

Written by himfclf^ 



AMONG the genii, who prefide over the 
empires of the earth, Ithuriel held on^ 
of the firft ranks, and had the depart- 
ment of Upper Afia. He one morning dc** 
fcended into the abode of Babouc, the Scy-» 
thian, who dwelt on the banks of the Oxus^ 
and (aid to him ; ^< Babouc, the follies and 
vices of the Perfians have drawn upon them our 
indignation ; yefterday was held an aflerably of 
the genii of Upper Afia, to confider whether 
we (hould chaftife Perfepolis, or deftroy it en-- 
tirely. Goto that city ; examine every things * 
return and give me a faithful account ; and, ac<» 
cording to thy report, I will then determine 
whether to corredl or extirpate the inhabi* 
^nts." " But, lord, (faid Babouc with gr^at 
humility) I have never been in Perfia, nor do I 
I — II - . . . - 

♦ X\m agpcan to be a CaS«c ofk ^^ <aV| ^^.'^•ww^ 
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know a fingle perfon in tkat country." ** So 
much the better, (faid the angel) thou wilt be 
the more impartial; thou haft- received from 
heaven the fpirit of difcernment, to which I 
now add the power of infpiring confidence. Go, 
fee, hear, obferve, and fear nothing; thou 
ihah every where meet with a favourable re* 
ception.'^ 

Baboup mounted his camel, and fet out with 
his iervants. After having travelled fome days» 
he met, near the plains of Senaar, the Periian 
army, which was going to attack the forces of 
India. He firft addrei^d himfelf to a foldier, 
whom he found at a diftance from the main 
army ; and aflced him what was the occaficm of 
the war. " By all the gods, (faid the foldier) I 
.know nothing of the matter. It i& none of my 
'bufuiefs; mv trade is to kill and be killed, to get 
a livelihooci. It is of no confequence to me 
whom I ferve. To-morrow, perhaps, I may go 
over to the IndTan camp j for it is faid they 
give their foldiers nearly half a copper drachma 
a day more than we have in this curfcd fcrvice 
of Perfia : if thou defireft to know why we 
fight, fpeak to my captain." 

Babouc, having given the foldier a fmall prc- 
fent, entered the camp. He foon became ac- 
quainted with the captain, and afked him the 
fubjeft of the war. ** How canft tiiou imagine 
that I (hould know it ? (faid the captain) or of 
what importance is it to me ? x live about two 
hundred leagues from Perfepolisj I hear that 
war is declared ; I inftantly leave my family, 
aud, having nothing elfe to do, go, according 
to our cuftom, to raife my fortune, or to fall by 
a glorious death.'* " But are not thy compa- 
4 fiioas 
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Bions (faid Babouc) a little better informed than 
thee ?" " No, (faid the officer) there are none 
but our principal fatrapes, that know the true 
caufe of our cutting one another's throats." 

Babouc, ftruck with aftonifhment, introduced 
himfelf to the generals, and foon became fa* 
miliarly acquainted with them^ At laft one of 
them laid ; *' The caufe of this war, which 
for twenty years paft hath defolated Afia, fprang 
originally from a quarrel between a eunuch be- 
longing to one of the concubines of the great 
king of Perfia, and the clerk of a fadory be- 
longing to the great king of India. The dif- 
pute was about a clalm^ which amounted nearly 
to the thirtieth part of a daric. Our firft mi- 
nifter and that of India maintained the rights 
©f their mafters with becoming dignity r the 
difpute grew warm : both parties fent into the 
field an army of a million of foldiers. This 
army muft be every year recruited with up-' 
wards of four hundred thoufand men. Ma(^ 
facres^ burning of houfes, ruin: and devaftation^ 
are daily multiplied ; the univerfe fufFers ; and 
their mutual animofityftill continues. The firflr 
minifters of the two nations frequently proteft,. 
that theyhave nothing in view but the happi- 
nefs of mankind ; and every proteftation is at- 
tended with the deftruiftion of a town, or the 
defolation of a province *. 

Next day>on<a report being fpread that peace 
was going to be concluded, the Perfian and: 
Indian generals made hafte to come to an en- 
gagement.. The battle wa» long and bloody.. 

• Such indeed are the trifling cavfes, which often produce' 
horror, mifcry/ and devaftation. 
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BaboM beheld every crime> and every abomi* 
atcion : he was witnefs to the arts aiid flxata^ 
. ^gems of the principal fatrapes^ who did all that 
Jay in their power to expofe their general txk 
the difgrace of a defeat. He faw cSSZcrs killed 
by their own troops, and foldiers-ftabbingtbeiff 
already expiring romrades, in order to ftrip 
thetn of a few bloody garments, torn and co- 
vered with dirt. He entered the hofpitals, to. 
which they were conveyii^ the wounded, moft 
of whom died through the inhuman negligence 
of thofe who were well paid by the kinfi: of 
Perfia to affift thefe unhappy men. ** Are uiefe- 
men, (cried Babouc) or are they wild beafts h 
Ah ! I plainly fee that Perfepolis will be de* 
Iftroycd.'* 

Full of this thought, he went ovefr to the 
camp of the Indians, where, according to the 
prediction of the genii, he was as well received 
as in that of the Perfians ; but he faw there 
the very fame crimes which had already filled 
him with horror, ** Oh ! (faid he to himfclf) 
if the angel Ithuriel fhould exterminate the 
Perjians, the angel of India muft certainly de- 
ftroy the Indians/* But being afterwards more 
particularly informed of all that pafTcd in both 
armies, he heard of fuch afts of generofity, hu- 
manity, and greatncfs of foul, as at once fur- 
priibd and charmed him : *' Unaccountable 
mortals ! as ye are, (cried he) how can you 
thus unite fo much bafenefs and To much gran- 
-dt'ur, ib niany virtues and fo many vices?" 

iVlciin while the peace was proclaimed ; and 

the generals of tlic f.vo a:mics, neither of 

whom had i^ained a complete victory, but who. 

Mil their owii piiva^.t iiiuxA^ V.^'i ?^\v:^ vVv«l 
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Vhbi 6f io nmny of their ifellow-ereatiiriar» 
fMhc to foUicit tbeir courts for rewanb^ The 
^(?e WW ijcldbMed in publkk wiftingt , whtdt 
Mmounced tiie ^etium of vimie wtkA happinefir 
io die Mrtb. ^« God be praifed^ {faid Sblboiic> 
Pctfepdis will now be the abode <^ (potkft in* 
Aocence, and will iiot bedeftroyed^ as the cruel 
gefiii inteMed. Let os hafle». without delay^ 
fo tbis eftpitd of Aiia.*^ 



Re entered that immenfe city by the ancienf 
gate^ which Was entirely baiba»>iis, and of* 
Knded the eye by its difagreeabie niftidty. All 
that part of we town (avoured of the time when 
k was buik ; for» notwithftanding the obfti-^ 
Bacy of men> in praifing ancient at the expence 
of modem times, it muft be owned, that the 
firft eflays in every art are rude and unfiniihcd. 

Babouc mingled in a croud of people,- com« 
poled of the moft nafly and deformed of both 
iexes, who were throng]n| with a fiupid air 
into a large and gloomy mclofure. By the 
conftant hum ; by the gefturesof the people; by ^ 
the money which fome perfons gave to otheri 
for the liber^ of fitting down, he imagined 
that he was la a market, where chairs were 
fold ; but obferving fevecal women fall down oa 
their knees, with an appearance of looking di» 
tedly before them, while in reality they were 
leering at the men by their fides, he was foon 
convinced that he was in a temple. Shrill, 
hoarie, lavage, and difcordant voices, made 
the vault re-eccho with ill-articulated found^^ 
thatf rodiiccd jthc iamc tSs& aa ii^ >div)vcv<^«aL 
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utksj when, in the plains of PiAavia, theyan-t 
fvrer the cornet that calls them together.^ 
He ftopped his ears ; but he was ready to 
ihut his eyes and hold his nofe, when he 
faw feveral labourers enter the temple witb 
crows and fpades, who removed a. large ftone, 
and threw up the earth on both fides, from 
whence exhaled a peftilential vapour: at laft 
fome others approached, depoiited a dead body 
in the opening, and replaced the ftone upon it» 
** .What ! (cried Babouc} do thefe people bury 
their dead in the place where they adore the 
Deity? What! are their temples paved with 
carcafTes? I am no longer furprifed at'thofe 
peftilential difeafes * that fre<piently depopulate 
rerfepolis. The putrefadion of the dead, and 
the infe£)^d breaths of fuch numbers of the* 
living, aflembled and crowded together in the 
fame place, are fufficient to poifoa the whole 
teneftrial globe* Oh! what aa abominable 
city is Ferfepolis ! The angels probably intend 
to deftroy it, in order to build a. more beautif 
ful one in its place, and te people it with inha^ 
bitants who are more virtuous, and better 
fingers. Providence may have its reafons for 
fi>. doing; to its difpo(al let u& leave all future 
events/' 



• Indeed one would imagine that the European churches^ 
efpecially in this kingdom, had been contrived in order to- 
dtfguA the people, and deter themirom public worihip. Tbe- 
chiiling dampnefs which reigns in every churchy efpeclally 
in the winter, is not more pernicious^ to the health, than th«.: 
earthy, cadaverous fmell is to the fdnfe i and the eye is en- 
tertained with a variety of funer^ epitaphs and oroameott,^ 
which cannot f^I to excite fuperftitious horror, iniokidt nft- 
' tttfjmy fuiceptihlt of gloomy im£reflioDa*^ 

Hcaa. 
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Mean wbile the fuii approached his meridiart 
height. Baboac was to dine at the other end 
ef the city with a lady, for whom her hufhand^ 
an ofScer in the army> had given him fome 
letters: but he firft took feveru turns in Pcrfe* 
polis ; where he (aw other fimples, better built 
and more richly adorned, filled with a polite, 
audience, and refounding with- harmonious mu« . " 
fick; he beheld publick fountains, which, thof . 
ill-placed, ftruck the eye by their beauty; 
iquares where the beft kings that had governed 
Periia feemed to breathe in bronze, and others 
where he heard the people crying out ; '• When 
fhall we fee our beloved maftecr" He* admired 
the magnificent bridges buHt over the river j 
the fuperb and commodious quays;, the palaces 
raifed on both fides;: and an immenfe noufe^ 
where tfaoufands of old Ibldiers, covered with . 
, fcars and crowned with vi£bry, offered their 
daily praifes to the. god of armies^. At lafthe 
entered the houfe of the lady, who, with a fet 
of fafhionable people, waited his company to 
dinner.. The houfe was neat and elegant; the 
sepaft delidqus; the lady young, beautiful^ 
witty, and engaging ; and the company worthy 
of her ; and Babouc every moment faid to him^ 
fclf, ** The angellthuriel has little regard for 
the world, or he would never think of de- 
ftroying fuch a charming city."' 

• Wc perceive our author has ^n eye to the celebrated 
fountain on the Pont Neuf, the Place des Vlftoires, the two 
great bridges over 'the Seine, with.tbe ftooe quays on Meh 
Adis^ the palace of the Louvre, and thebofpital for invalids. 
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In die mean4nie.he obferved that the lady, 
trfu) had begun by tenderly afldng news about 
lier bufband, fpoke ftiil more tenderly to a young 
magi, towards the concluiion of the repaft* 
He fy^ a magiftrate, who, in prefence of his 
frife, paid bis codft witfa^ great vivacity to a 
widow, while diat indulgent widow hiad one 
arm around the magiftrate's neck» and held out 
her other hand to a young citizen, remarkable 
for his modefty and graceful appearance. The 
magiftrate's wife rofe firft from table, to go ta^ 
converfe in an adjoining clofet with her direflor^ 
who came too late, and for whom they had 
WEaited dinner; and the diredor, a man of 
great eloquence, fpoke to her with fuch vebe* 
fnence and holy zeal, that when (he returned^ 
her eyes were humid, her cheeks inflamed, her 
gait irregular, and her voice trembling. 

Babouc then began to fear that the genii 
Ithuriel had but too much reafon. The talent 
he poflTefTed of gaining confidence let him that 
fame day into all the fccrets of the lady. She 
confefTed to him her afFciSion for the young 
jnagi, and afTured him that in all the houfes in 
Perfepolis, he would meet with much the fame 
behaviour as he had found in hers. JBabouc 
concluded that fuch a fociety could not pofTibly 
■fubfift J that jealoufy, difcord, and vengeance, 
muft defolate every houfe ; that tears and blood 
mull: be daily fhed ; that the hufbands muft cer- 
tainly kill the gallants of their wives, or be kil- 
hi by them 3 and, in fine, that Ithuriel would 

do 
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do well to deftroy immediately a city abandoned 
to continual difaflers. 



Such were the gloomy ideas thM poffeffed hrf 
mind) when a grave man in a black gown ap«* 
peared at the gate, and humbly begged to fpeak 
to the young magiftrate. This ftripling, with-' 
out rihng or taking the leaft notice of the old 
gentleman, gave him fome papers, with a 
haughty and carelefs air, and thendifmified him. 
Babouc afked who thife Aian was. The miftrefs 
ef the houfe faid to him in a low voic^, " He 
is one of the beft advocates in the city, and 
hath ftudied the laws thefe fifty years. The 
other, who is. but twenty-five years of age, 
and has only been a fatrape of the law for two 
days, hath ordered him to make an extrafl of a 
procefs he is going to determine, though he hai 
not as yet examined it.** " This giddy youth 
zSts wifely, (aid Babouc, in afking counfeF of 
an old man. But vtrby is not the dd man him- 
ftlf the judge?'' «* Thou art furely in jeft, 
faid they ; thofe wht> have grown old in laborious 
and inferior pofts, are never-raifed to places of 
dignity. This young man has a great pofl:, 
becauie his father is rich ; and the right of dif- 
penfing juftice is purchafed here like a farm.** 
^ O manners ! O unhappy city I cried Babouc, 
thi» is the height of «ttnarchy and confufion« 
Tbolowho have thus purchafed the right of 
juddng will doubtleft fell their ludgments ; 
nothing do I lee here but an abyfs of ini- 
quity.*' 

While he was tbit9 eicpreffing hts grief and 
fiirprisse, a young warrior^ wbo tliat very dai| 
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had returned from the army, faid to him, 
why wouldft thou not have feats in the courts 
of jufticc to be purchafed ? I myfelf purchafed 
the right of braving death at the head of two 
thoufand men, who are under mv. command : 
k has this year coft me forty thounmd darics of 
gold to lye on the earth thirty nights fucceffivelv 
ifi a red drefs, and at laft to receive two wounos 
with an arrow, of which I ftill feel the fmart. 
If I ruin myfelf to ferve the emperor of Perfia, 
whom I never faw, the fatrape ^of the law may 
well pay fomething for enjoying the pleafure 
of giving audience to pleaders." Baboucwaa 
iilld with indignation, and could not help con- 
demning a country, where the higheft pofb in 
the army and the law were expofed to fale. Ht 
at once concluded, that the inhabitants muft be 
entirely ignorant of the art of war, and the 
laws of equity ; and that, though Ithuriel ihould 
not deftroy them, they muft loon be ruined by 
their detettable adminiftration. 

He was ftill further confirmed in his bad opi* 
nion by the arrival of a fat man, who, after 
faluting all the company with great familiarity, 
went up to the young officer, and faid, *' I can 
only lend thee fifty thoufand darics of gold ; for in- 
deedthe taxes of the empire have this year brought 
me in but three hundred thoufand." Babouc 
enquired into the chara<3er of this man, who 
complained of having gained fo little, and was 
informed, that in Perfepolis there were forty 
plebeian kings, who held the empire of Perlla 
by Icafe, and paid a fmall tribute to the monarch*. 

• Thcfe arc the farmers- general of France, who arcfuf- 
fered to amafs vart fortunes by fleecing the people, in co»- 
fidcration of fuppJying the governmcm* 

After 
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After dinner he went into one of the moft 
fuperb temi^es in the city, and feated himfelf 
amidft a crowd of men and women, who were 
come thither to pafs away the time. A magi 
appeared in a machine elevated above the heads 
of the people, and talked a long time of vice 
and virtue. He divided into feveral parts what 
needed no divifion at all : he proved methodi* 
cally ifriiat was fufficiently clear; and he taught 
what every body knew j he threw himfelf into 
a paffion with great compofure, and went away 
fweating, and out of breath. The afiembly 
then awoke, and imagined they had been pre- 
ient at a very inftrudtive dticourre. Babouc 
faid> <« This man has done bis beft to tire two 
or three hundred of his fellow-ddzens ; but bit 
intention was good i and there is nothing in 
this that ibould occafion the deftru^on of 
Perfepolis.". 

Upon leaving die aflembly, he was conduced 
to a public entertainment, which was exhibited 
every day in the year. It was in a kind of rreat 
ball, at the end of which appeared a palace. 
The moft beautiful women in Perfepolis, and 
the moft coniiderable fatrapes were ranged in 
ordejB, and formed fo fine a fpe£lacle, that Ba* 
bouc at firft believed that this was all the enter- 
tainment. Two or three perfons, who feemed 
to be kings and queens, foon appeared in the 
veftibule of the palace. Their language was. 
very difierent from that of the people ; it was 
meafured, harmonious, and fuhlime. No body 
ilept. The audience kept a profound filence^ 
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which was only interrupted by cxprefEons of 
fenfibility and. admiration. The duty of kingSf 
the love of virtue, and tbe dangers ariftng from 
unbridled paflions were all defcribed by fuch 
lively and afte^ing ftrokes, that Babouc flied 
tears. He doubtS not but that thefe heroes 
and heroines, thefe kings and queens whom he 
bad juft heard, were the preachers of the em- 
pire : he even purpofed to engage Ithurid to 
come and hear them; confident that fuch afpec- 
tade would for ever reconcile him to the city*. 
As foon as the entertainment was finifliedt 
he refolved to vifit the principal queen, who 
had recommended fuch pure and noble morals 
in the palace. I}e defired to be introduced to 
her majefty, and was led up a narrow ftair« 
cafe to an ill-furniihed apartment in the fecond 
flory, where he* found a woman in a mean 
drefs, who fatd to him with a noble and pathetic 
air, ^^ This employment does not aiFord me a 
fufficient maintenance ; one of the princes whom 
thou fawefl has got me with child; I {hall foon 
be brought to bed, I want money, and without 
money there is no lying in.'* Babouc gave her 
an hundred darics of gold, faying, " Had thero 
been no other evil in the city but this, Ithuriel 
would have been to blame for being fo much 
offended." 

From thence he went to fpend the evening 
at the houfe of a tradefman who dealt in mag- 
nificent trifles. He was conduftcd thither by a 
man of fenfe, with whom he had contracSled an 
acquaintance. He bought whatever pleafcd his 
fancy ; and the toyman with great politenefs 



• Here he alludes to theatrical entertainments. 
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fold him every thing for more than it was worth* 
On bis return home his friend (hewed hhn how 
much, he had been cheated. Babouc fet down 
the name of the tradefman in his pocket-book, 
ip order to point him but to Ithuriel as the ob- 
jeft of peculiar veiigeftnce on the day when the 
city (hould be puniflied. As he was writings 
he heard fomelx)dy knock' at the door : this was 
the toyman himfelf, who came to reftore him 
his purfe which he had left by miftake on the 
counter, ** How canft thou, cried Babouc, be 
fo generous and faithful, when thou haft had 
the affurance to fell me thefe trifles for four 
times theif value ?" *' There is not a tradefman, 
replied the merchant, of ever fo little note in the 
city, that would not have returned thee thy 
purfe : but whoever faid that I fold thee thefe 
trifles for four times their valu?, is greatly mif- 
taken; I fold them for ten times their value ; 
and this is fo true, that wert thou to fell them 
again in a month hence, thou wouldft not get 
even this tenth part. But nothing is more 
juft; it is the variable fancies of men that fet 
a value on thefe baubles : it is this fancy that 
Ofiaintains an hundred workmen whom I em- 
ploy : it is this that gives me a fine houfe and 
a handfome chariot and horfes : it is this, 'it% 
fine, • that excites induftry, encourages tafte, 
promotes circulation, and produces abundance^ 
" I fell the fame trifles to the neighbouring 
nations at a much higher rate than I have fold 
them to thee, and by thefe means I am ufeful 
to the empire." Babouc, after having refledled 
a moment, erafed the tradefman's name from 
his tablets. 

■ . Babcuc 
2 
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Baboucy not knowing as yet what to think 
of Peirepolisy refolved to viiit the magi and the 
men of letters; for, as the one ftudicd wifdom, 
and the other religion, he hoped that they in 
conjundion would obtain mercy for the reft of 
the people. Accordingly, he went next morning 
into a college of magi. The archimandrite 
confefTed to him, that he had an hundred thou- 
fand crowns a-year for having taken the vow 
of poverty, aud that he enjoyed a very extenfive 
empire in virtue of his vow of humility ; after 
which he left him with an inferior brother, who 
did him the honours of the place. 

While the brother was (hewing him the 
magnificence of this houfe of penitence, are- 
port was fpread abroad, that Babouc was come 
to reform all thefe houfcs. He immediately 
received petitions from each of them, the iub- 
ftaiiccof which was, " Preferve us and ddhov 
all the reft.*' On hearing their apologie.s a!: 
thcfe focittics were abfolutely neceflary : i ;-. 
hearini; their mutual accufations, they al! lie- 
Icrvcd to be abciliflicd. He was i'mprif'cd lo 
find that all the members of thefe focieties were 
jo extremely defirous of edifyin2 the worii!, 
that they v/ifhed to have it entirciy u..Jer tiicii 
do/ninion. 

Soon after appeared a little man, v/ho w..? . 
demi-magi, and who faid to him, *' I plain!' 
iiic that the work is going to be accomj^lifhcd 
for Zerdiift is returned to earth ; and ti 
i/fiic jnrls prophecy, vvuchiiv^thcmfelvcs bcf«ir 
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Cbre iQiplore thy protection againft the great 
lama." " What! faid Babouc, againft the royal 
pontiff, who refides at Tibet ?** *' Yes, againft 
him himfclf." ** What ! you are then making 
war upon him, and raifmg armies ?" ** No, 
but he fays that man is a free agent, and we 
'deny it. We have wrote feveral pamphlets 
againft him, whfch he never read ; hardly has 
he heard our name mentioned*; he hath only 
condemned us in the fame manner as a man 
orders the trees in his garden to be cleared 
from caterpillars," Babouc was incenfed at the 
folly of thefe men who made profefEon of wif- 
dom ; at the intrigues of tlwfe who had re- 
nounced the world , and at the ambition, j}ride, 
and avarice of fuch as taught humility and a 
diflnterefted fpirit; from all which he concluded 
that Ithuriel had good reafon to deftroy th« 
whole race. 



On his return home, he fent for fome ndW 
books to alleviate his grief, and, in order to ex- 
hilarate his fpirits, invited fome men of letters 
to dine with him; when, like wafps attradted 
by a pot of honey, there came twice as many 
as he haddefired. Thefe parafites were equally 
eager to eat and to fpeak ; they praifed two 
forts of perfons, the dead and themlelves ; but 
none of their contemporaries, except the mafter 
of the houfe. if any of them happened to 
drop a fmart and witty expreflion, the reft caft 
down their eyes, and bit^heir lips, out of mere 
vexation that it had not been (a\d^ x.Vv^tsv^'^n^'^. 
They had Jefs diffimuUuon \5aaxv ^^ toaw^n>5*.~ 
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caufe thev had not fuch grand obje£b of am- 
bition, kach of them behaved at once withall 
the meannefs of a valet, and all the dignity of 
a great man. They faid to each other's face 
the moil infultingthiiigs, which they took for 
ftrokes of wit*. They had fome knowledge of 
the defign of Babouc*s 'commiffion. One of 
them entreated him. in a low voice to extirpate 
an author who had not praifed him fufficientiv, 
about five years before j another requeftcd the 
ruin of a citizen who had never laughed^at hi? 
corr.edies ; and a third demanded the deftnic- 
tion of the academy, becaufe he had not been 
able to get admitted into it. llvi rcpaft 
being ended, each of them departed by himfclf; 
for in the whole crowd there were not two 
men that could endure the company or conwr- 
fation of each other, except at the houfes or the 
rich, who invited them to their tables. Kabonc 
thnught that it woulJ he r.o great !o/s to the 
puHiic if all thcfe veriiJn were cicihoycJ jji ihc 
general cataftrophc. 

^ # # # # # 

Havin^^ now j-ot rid of thcfe men of k'trcr.% 
be b:gan to rcaJ fome new books, whcve h: 
(lik^vcTed the true li'Tit bv which his nu^ll: 
had been actii.iti-(.i. Hf fibftiivcd with paiticu'.ir 
iniii.:n^rion, ihofc il niiicroii.s gaz.tt.'s, tbv**: 
arcnivLh ofhriJ t:ilh', cirobtcJ by envy, batcr.c:"-, 
.4hJ hunger J t:i(»;c ujij:'cncr()us r:i:ire>, Vohve 



*- • VI i: ;, ? ;:(•, (1 ir."m:rr.r,l '111 for :!. :*e -juM-. .rs w- ■* - 
C'J *:n'j :.':y f,v\\ ■'».• t -.uU . '.^-.r vn 'f-e p.;.:il u -.wt',^. 
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ihe vulture is treated with lenity, and the dove 
tern in pieces; and thofe dry and iniipid ro^ 
mances, filled with charaders of womea to 
whom the author was an utter ftranger. 

All thefe deteftable writings he committed 
to the flames, and went to pafs the evening in 
walking. In this excurfion h% was introduced 
to an old man poflefled of great learning, who 
had not come to increafe the number of his 
parafites. This man of letters always fled from 
crowds ; he underftood human nature ; availed 
bimfelf of l^is knowledge ; and imparted it to others 
withgreatdifcretion. Sabouctold him howmuch' 
he was grieved at what he had feen and read. 

** Thou haft read very defpicable perform- 
ances, faid the man of letters j but in all times, 
in all countries, and in all kinds of literature^ 
the bad fwarm, and the good are rare. Thou 
haft received into thy houfe the very dregs of 
pedantry; for in ^11 profeflions thoft who are 
leaft worthy of appearing, are always fure to 
prefent themfelves with the greateft impudence* 
The truly wife live among themfelves in re- 
tirement and tranquillity ; and we have ftill 
fome men and fome books worthy of thy at* 
tention/' While he was thus fpeaking, the)r 
were jcnned by another man of letters -, and 
the converfation became fo entertaining and 
inftru£tive, fo elevated above vulgar prejudices^ 
and fo conformable to virtue, that Babouc 
acknowledged he had never heard the like. 
*' Thefe arc men, faid he to himfclf, whom 
the angel Ithuriel will not. prefume to touchy 
or he muft be a mercilefs being indeed*.*' 

^ Is not this a comptiment which the author ^a^« to ^\ « 
de Voltaire. 
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. iTboughiwoocHed tomes of l0tt8rH']i9i^ 
fljB efo^iged am^ the reft of the ntto. . 
*<. Xl^o^ *>^ ^ ftra^cTy fftid the jii3icioiii per* 
ibfiy, who wto^ talking to him; abuifee prefent ' 
tbemfelves to thy eyes in crowds, wbue the 
good, which lieft concealed, and which is even 
fometimea the reSfulc of thefe very abufisB, c^ 
capes thy obiervaticn/' He (hen learned that 
among men of letters there were fixAe who 
were free from envyj <and that even among thfK 
' maei themfel ves there were ibme men of virtue. 
In fine, he concluded that thefe great bodies, 
which, by their mutual . fhocks, feemed to 
threaten their common ruin, were, at faot<*, 
torn, very falutary inftitutions } that each 
fociely of -magi was a chec!k -upon its rivals^ 
and that though thefe rivals might diAr 
in feme fpeculative points, they w taught 
the fame morals, inftru£ked the peq;>le, and 
lived in Aibje£iion to the laws, noc unlike to 
thofe preceptors who watch over the heir 
of a family, while the mailer of the houfe 
watches over them. He eonverfed with feveral 
of thefe magi, and found them poflefled of 
exalted fouls. He likewife learned that 
even among the fools who pretended to 
make war on the great lama, there had been 
fonie men of diftinguiflied merit -, and, from 
all thefe particulars, he conjedured that it 
might be with the manners of Perfepolis as 
it was with the buildings; fome of which 
moved his pity, while others filled him with 
admiration. 

# # #^ # 4f # 

He 
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He (aid to the man of letters^ ^' I plainly fee 
that thefe magi, whom I at firft imagined to 
be fo dangerous, are, in reality, extremely ufe- 
ful ; efpecially when a wifej^overnment hinders 
^em from rendering themielves too neceflary ; 
but thou wilt at leaft acknowledge, that your 
young magiftrates, who purchafe the office of a 
judge as foon as they can mount a horfe, muft 
difplay in their tribunals the moft ridiculous im- 
pertinence, and the moft iniquitous perverfe- 
ntfs. It would doubtlefs be better to give thefe 
places mtuitoufly to thofe old civilians who 
have ^ent their lives in the ftudy of the- 
law.** 

The man of letters replied ; *^ Thou haft 
feen our armv before thy arrival at Perfepolis ; 
thou knoweft chat our young officers fight 
with great bravery, though they buy their 
poib ; perhaps thou wilt find that our young 
magiftrates do not give wrong decifions, 
though they purchafe the right of difpenfing 
juftice.** 

He led him next day to the grand tribunal, 
where an affair of great importance was to b^ 
decided. The caufe was known to all the world. 
Ail the bid advocates that fpoke on the fubjed 
were wavering and unfettled in their opinions y 
they quoted an hundred laws, none of which 
were applicable to the queftion. They con- 
fidered the matter in a hundred different lights, 
but' never in its' true point of view. The judges 
were more quick ia their decifion than the 
advocates in raiftno^ doubts. Thev were una- 
nimous in their ^ntiments. They decided 
Juftly%becaufe they followed the light of reafbn ; 
- • M 2 the 
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Ae oMii tHbnBt "^iSSfyt befediift thqr Vitfy 
eokiibltttd thdt'book^ 

^bouc cMdiulcd.thit the beS tUngp fi«^ 
dutndy ii^fe froin abafi^i. He 'finr tine? tee 
oaf, that (he riches cyf ilie c e cei ve rt of the Mjb- 
lie revenue, at>rhkh he bed been Id muraef> 
Ihnded^ were eapeble ef (irodiiciiig an q cJIqit 
^tSt&y for die empemr' hayrng oceafite fiir 
jnoney, he fbitiid in aii hoarrnr tbeiir mcut 
what be could not have procured in fizmooikt 
by the ordkiarj methods. He fiiw that thofc 
great clouds, fwdled with thedcwaof ^eirilg 
veilored in jdeildftil Ihowers what iSbtj had 
thence derived. . Befides, the children ot dkfc 
ttew gentleden^ Mio were fre^piendj better 
«]uieatcd than thofe of the mdSk andent find* 
Bes, were fometimes more nfeful members of 
ibciety } for he whofe fiitber hath been a good 
aceompcant may eafily become a good judge, a 
brave warrior, and an able ftatefinan *• 



* This is In the whole a very weak apologr. CerUam 
it is, nethtng tends fo much to the prejudice and difgract 
of religion as the difputes and want of charity among tht 
clergy ; and nothing promotes cormptioB in a judge ta 
much as the pradice of rifiog the bench, l>y mcana oi bri- 
bery. Nothing weakens military difcipliMy and difcouijfn 
merit, equal to the fcandaloos fak of commiAonsy by 
^hich a worthlefs upilart with money in his pocket raifes 
himfelf over the head of the brave* veteran ; and at lor 
the method of farming revenues, it can never ba of any 
fervice except to a tyrant, who founda bit power oa tfao 
tmfcry of hU pco^Vc. 
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Babouc was infenfiUy brought to excufe the 
avarice of the farmer of the revenues, who* 
in reality, was not more avaricious than other 
men, and befides was extremely necefiary. He 
overlooked the folly of thofe who ruined them« 
lelves, in order to obtain a poft in the law or 
army ; a foHy that produces great magiftrates 
and heroes. He forgave the envy of men of 
letters, among whom there were fome that en* 
lightened the world ; and he was reconciled to 
the ambitious and intriguing magi, who were 
poiTefled of more great virtues than little vices. 
But he had ftill many caufes of complaint. 
The gallantries of the ladies efpecially, and tho 
fatal effects which thefe muft necefurily pro* 
duce, filjed him with fear and terror. 

As be was defirous of prying into the charac- 
ters of men of every condition, he went to 
wait on a minifter of ftate^ but trembled all 
the way, left fome wife ibould be aflaifinated 
by her hufband in bis prefence. Having arrived 
at the ftatefman's, he was obliged to remain 
two hours in the anti-chamber before his name 
was fent in, and two hours more after that was 
done. In this interval, he refolved to recom- 
mend to the angel Ithuriel both the minifter 
and hil infolent porters. The anti-chamber 
was filled with ladies of every rank, magi of all 
colours, judges, merchants, officers, and pe* 
dants ; and all of them complained of the mi- 
nifter. The mikr and the ufurer faid, *< Doubt- 
lefs this man plunders the provinces." The 
capricious reproached him with ficklenefs ; the 
voluptuary (aid, ^^ He thinks of nothing hue 
bis pleafures." The fa^^bus ho^^d x.o fe^ Vywv 
jfoon ruiaed by a cabal; aad i!&i^ ii^occv^'cw^'^v- 
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tered themfelves that they fiiould foon have ^ 
yoiuiger miniften 

Babouc heafd their converfation* and could 
not help faying, ^^ This is furely a happy onan ; 
he hath all his enemies in his anti-xrhamber; 
be crufhes with his power thofe that enVy 
his grandeur ; he beholds thofe that deteft hicn 
grovelling at his feet." At length he was ad- 
mitted into the . prefence- chamber, where he 
faw a little old man bending under the weight 
of years and bufmefs ^ but ftill lively and full 
f^irits. 

The minifier was pleafed with Babouc, and 
to Babouc he appeared to be a man of great 
merit. The converfation became interefiing. 
The minifter confefTed that he was very un-' . 
bappy ; that he pailed for rich, while in reality 
he was poor ; that he was believed to be all- 
powerful, and yet was conftantly contradi<3ed f 
that he had obliged none but a parcel of un- 
grateful wretches ; and that, in the courfe of 
forty years labour, he had hardlyenjoyed a mo-^ 
roent's reft. Baboiic was moved with his mif- 
fortunes ; and thought that if this man had 
been guilty of fome ^ults, and Ithuriel had a 
mind to punifh him, he ought not to cut him 
oJF, but to leave him in poiTeffion of his place^ 



While Babouc was talking to the raimfter, 
the beautiful jady with whom he had dined, 
entered haftily, her eyes and her forehead dif- 
covering the fymptoms of grief and indignation. 
She burft into reproaches againft the ftatefman ^ 
fbe ffaed tears ; (he complained bitterly that htt- 

hufband 
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buiband had been refufed a place to which 
bis birth allowed him to afpire, and which he 
bad fully merited by his wounds and his fer- 
vjce; (he exprcfled herfelf with fuch force; (he 
littered her complaints with fuch a graceful air ; 
ihe overthrew objedions with fo much addrefs^ 
and enforced her arguments with Co much elo- 
quence, that (he did not leave the chamber 
till (he had made her hufbandV fortune. 

Babouc gave her his hand, and faid, << Is it 
poflible, maudam, that thou canft take fo much 
pains to ferve a man whom thou doft not love, 
and'from whom thou haft every thing to fear?" 
*^ A man whom I do not love! cried (he; 
know. Sir, that my hufband is the beft friend I 
have in the world ; . that there is nothing 
I would not facrifice for htm, except my lover; 
and that he would do any thing for me, ex- 
cept that of leaving his miftrefs. I muft intro- 
duce you to her acquaintance : (he is a charming 
woman, fprightly, and fweet-tcmpered ; we fup 
together this very night, with my hufband and 
my little magi i come and (hare our joy." 

The lady conducted Babouc to her own 
houfe* The hu(band, who was at laft arrived, 
overwhelmed with grief, received his wife with 
tranfports of joy and gratitude. He embraced 
by turns his wife, his miftrefs, the little magi, 
and Babouc. Wit, harmony, chrarfulnefs, 
and all the graces, embclJi(hcd the repaft. 
** Know, faid the lady with whom he fuppcd, 
that thofe who are fometimes called di(honeft 
women have almoft always the merit of very 
honeft men ; and to convince thee of this, I in- 
vite thee to dine with me to-morrow at the 
beautiful I'beona's. There are fome old vef« 
M 4 uU 



I. 
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tab that tear her chara£ier in pieces ; but flie 
docs more goad than all of them together* She 
would not commit the leafl ai^ of injuilice to 
gain the greatefl advantage: ihe gives the moft 
generous advice to Her lover ; fhe cbnfults only 
his glory; and he would blufli before herj 
ftiould he let flip any opportunity of doing 
goodi for nothing can more efFeiftually excite 
a man to the performance of virtuous adiions, 
than to have for the witiiefs and judge of his 
conduift a miftrefs whofc efteem he wiflics to 
deferve." 

Babouc did not fall to keep the appoint-^ 
ment He faw a houfe where all the plcafures 
Teemed to reign^ with Theona at the head of 
them^ who well knew how to preferve the moft 

Eerfed order* Her cafy wit made aJl around 
er happy; Hie p leafed almoft without fntcnd- 
jjig to do-fo i flie was as amiaUc as bencficents 
and, what inhanced the merit of all her good 
qualities, fhe was a beauty. 
Babouc, though a Scytnian, and fent by a 

frenii, found, that fhould he continue much 
onger in Periepolis, he would forget Ithuriel 
for Theona* He began to grow fond of a city, 
the inhabitants of which were polite, affiible, 
and beneficent, though fickle, flanderous, and 
vain. He was much afraid that Perfepolis 
would be condemned* He was even afraid to . 
give in his account. 

This, however, he did in the following 
manner : he caufed a little ftatue, compofed of 
all kinds of metals, of earth, and ftones the moft 
precious and the moft vile, to be caft by one 
of the beft foundets m iVi^ c\V}^ «xid carried it 
to IthurkU ** W At tSciw \>u^ SaaA^V^^ ^>ai. 
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pretty ftatue, becaufe it is not wholly compofed 
of gold and diamonds i" Ithuriel immediate] v 
underftood his meaning, and refolved to thine 
no more of punifhing Ferfepolis, but to leave 
** The world as it goes." For, faid he, if 
all is not well, all is pafTable.'' Thus Perfepolis 
was fufFered to remain ; nor did Babouc com- 
plain like Jonas, who was fo highly incenfed 
at the preiervation of Nineveh. But when a 
man has been three days in a whale's belly, he 
cannot be fuppofed to be in fo good a humour, 
at when he has been at an opera, or a comedy^ 
and hath Aipped with good company. 
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MICROMEGAS*. 



CHAP. I. 

A Voyage to the Planet Saturk* by an In- 
habitant of the Star Simus. 

IN one of the planets that revolve round the 
ftar known by the name of Sinus, was 
a certain young gentleman of promifing 
parts, whom I had the honour to be acquainted 
with, in his laft voyage to this our little znt* 
hill. His name was Micromegas, an appella- 
tion admirably fuited to all great men, and his 
ftature amounted to eight leagues in height, that 
is, four and twenty thoufand geometric^ paces* 
five feet in each. 

Some of your mathematicians, a fet of people 

always ufeful to the public, will, perhaps, in<- 

' ftantly feize the pen, and calculate, that Mr. 

Micromegas, inhabitant of the country of Sirius, 

* A name compounded of two Greek words, fi^ifying 
Jittlt and great. The intelHsent reader wiU eafily perceiw 
that this piece is intended as a fatire upon the pride and 
Infignificance of phllofophers | and that the author had 
OulUf cr*! T raYtU In hie eye, 

beia^ 
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being, from head to foot, four and twenty thou^ 
fand paces in length, making one hundred and 
twenty thoufand royal feet ; that we denizens 
of this earth, b^ing, at a medium, little more 
than five feet high, and our globe nine thou- 
fand leagues in circumference ; thefe things 
being premifed, I fay> they will conclude, that 
the periphery of the globe which produced him, 
muft be exa&Iy one and twenty millions fix 
hundred thoufand times greater than that of 
this our tiny-ball. Nothing in nature is more 
fimple and common. The dominions of fomc 
fbvereigns of Germany or' Italy, which maybe 
compaSed in half an hour, when compared 
with the empires of Ottoman, Mufcovy, or 
China, are no other than faint infbinces of the 
prodigious difference which nature hath made 
in the fcale of beings. The ftature of his ex- 
cellency being of thefe extraordinary dimcn- 
fions, all our painters and ftatuaries will cafily 
agree, that the round of his belly might amount 
to fifty thoufand royal feet : a very agreeable 
and juft proportion. 

His nofe being equal in length to one third 
of his face, and his jolly countenance cngrciliiiij 
one feventh part of his heii.'ht, it mart be owneii, 
that the nofe of this fame Sirian, was fix thou- 
fand three hundred and thirty- three royal feet 
to a hair, which was to bedemonftrated. — With 
regard to his underftanding, it is one of the 
beft cultivated I have known ; he is perfc6lly 
well acquainted with abundance of things, fomc 
of which are of his own invention : for, when 
his age did not exceed two hundred and fifty 
jears, he, according to the cuflom of his coun- 
try, ftudied at \\i^ moft,^Ci0^i^v^^>iwN^\^\v; q£ 
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the whole planet, and bv the force of his genius,, 
found out upwirds of Wty propofitions of Eu-. 
did J having the advantage by more than eigh- 
teen, of Blaifc Pafchal, who (as we are told by 
his own fitter) demonftrated two and thirty for 
his amufement, and then left off, choofing ra- 
ther to be an indifferent philofopher, than a great 
inathcmatician*.— About the foiw hundred and 
fiftieth year of his age, or latter end of his child- 
hood, hediflbaed a great number of fraall in- 
fe£ts not more than one hundred feet in diame- 
jtcVf which are not perceivable by ordinary mi^ 
crofcopes, of which he compofed a very curious 
treatife, which involved him in fome trouble : 
the mufti of the nation, though very old^tod 
very ignorant, made (hift to difcover in hi§ 
book, certain lemmas that were fufpicious, un- 
feemly, rafli, hesetick and unfound i and pro- 



• Opr author if here too fevere on the famous Pafchalr 
wbofe Provincial Letters have been nniTcrfally admired, 
and tfanflated mto many different languages. His genius 
for mathematics was altogether furprifihg. Though his fit- 
ther carefully interdicted him from reading books of this 
Ccience, he, at the age of twelve, had, by the force of his 
natural ulents, difcovered and demonftrated thirty- one 
propofitions in the firft book of Euclid. At the age of 
fixteen, he compolM a treatife on conic fedions. At nine- 
teen» he invented a. curkms, machine for the purpofes of 
arithnnetical calculation. At twenty-three, he made fome 
improvements in mechanics, and was the firft, who, by re- 
peated experiments, clearly demonftrated that the effeds 
Ditherto afcribed. to nature*s horror of a vacunm, were pro- 
duced fromthe preflure of the circumambient air. It is not 
to be doubted, but chat he would have made much mor« 
confiderable. progrefs in mathematics and natural philofo- 
pby, had he not been perfuaded about this time of life by. 
hb After, who. was a nun, to rtilte ftotcw xVt^ .Hic)>^k&.^ 'v&i^i 
MiisiOv his ftadiet to th«'mxci«£U^t«\i^tL% 
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ecuted him with great an)tnofitj ; for, the (A* 

yoBt of the author't inquiry, was, whether in 
the world of Sirius, there was any diflerence 
between the fubftantial forma of a flea and a 
foail. 

Micromegas defended his philofofdiy witk 
fucb fpirit aa made all the female fex bia prafis 
lytes ; and the procefs lafled two hundred and 
twenty years, at the end of which, in confe- 
qiience of the mufti's intereft, the book was 
condemnedby judges who had never read it, and 
the author expellMl from court, for die term of 
eight hundred years. 

Not much affiided at his baniflunent from a 
court that teemed with nothing but turmoils 
and trifles, he made a very humorous ibng up* 
on the mufti, who gave himfelf no trouble about 
the matter, and fet out on his travels from pla- 
net to planet, in order (as the faying is) to im- 
prove his mind and finifli his education. Thofe 
who never travel but in a poft-chaife or Berlin, 
will, doubtlefs, be aftoniflied at the equipages 
ufed above : for we that ftrut upon this little 
mole-hill, are at a lofs to conceive any thing that 
furpafles our owncuftoms. But our traveller was 
a wonderful adept in the laws of gravitation, 
together with the whole force of attraction and 
repulfion \ and made fuch feafonable ufc of his 
knowledge, that fometimes, by the help of a 
fun-beam*, and fometimes by the convenience 

* Surely our autlior might have found a mc>t..* adcquat* 
conveyance. There is a fort of vraifemhlance or proba- 
bility to be obfcrvcdeven in the moft extravagant f.flion, and 
this is monftroufly violated by rcprcfcnting fuch an enor- 
mous mafs of matter wliU a t\eckUcc of diamonds, th« 
ieud o£ which wa» i6o izzx \n AV^m^w^ i\^\t\^ 'iti x V«w« 
beun. ^ 
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of a comet, he and his retinue glided from fphere 
to fphere, as a bird hops fronv one bough to an- 
other. He in a very little time, pofted through 
the milky way ; and I am obliged to own, he 
faw not a twinkle of thofe ftars fuppofed toadorn 
that fair empyrean, which the illuftrious dodlor 
Derham brags to have obferved through his 
telefcope. Not that I pretend to fay the doAor 
was miftaken. God forbid ! but Micromegas 
was up6n the fpot, an exceeding good obferver, 
and I have no mind to contradiS any man. Be 
that as it will, after many windings and turn- 
ings, he arrived at the planet Saturn; and ac« 
cuftomed as he was to the fight of novelties, he 
could not for his life reprefs tnat fupercilious and 
conceited fmile which often efcapes the wifeft 
philofopher, when he perceived the fmallnefs of 
that globe, and thediminutive fize of its inhabi- 
tants: for really Saturn is but about nine hundred 
times larger than this our earth, and the ped« 
pie of that country meer dwarfs, about a thou- 
fand fathoms high. In fhort, he at firjl derided 
thofe poor pigmies, \u& as an Italian fidlelr 
laughs at the mufic of LuUy, at his firfl arrival 
in Paris : but, as this Sirian was a perfon of good 
fenfe, he foon perceived that a thinking being 
may not be altogether ridiculous, even though 
be is not quite fix thoufand feet high ; and there- 
fore he became familiar with them, after they 
had ceafed to wonder at his extraordinary ap- 
pearance. In particular, he contraded an inti- 
mate friendfhip with the fecretary of the acade- 
my of Saturn^ a man of good underflandingf 
wno, though m truth he had invented nothing 
of his own, gave a very good account of the in- 
ventions of others, and en^o^td \u^^Kfc ^^\^- 
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putation of a little poet and gFeat calculator *« 
And here, for the edification of the reader^ I 
will repeat -a very fineular converfation that one 
day pafled between Mr, fecretary and Micra- 
megas. 



CHAP. II. 

The Converfation betwixt Micromegas and 
the Inhabitant of Saturn. ^ 

HIS excellency having laid himfelfdown, 
and the fecretary approached his nofe, 
*^ Itnouft be confefled^'faid Micromegas, ^^that 
nature is full of variety,** — ' ** Yes,*' replied th©^ 
Saturnian, *< nature is like a parterre whofe 
flowers — " " Pflliaw !** cried the other, " a 
truce with your parterres,** — '* It is," refumed 
the fecretary^ ^< like an aflembly of fair and 
brown women whofe drefles — ^* f* What a 
plague have I to do with your brunettes ?'* faid 
our traveller. '* Then it is like a gallery of 
piftures, the ftrokes of which — " "Not at all," 
anfwered Micromegas, " I tell you onoe for all, 
nature is like nature, and comparifons are 
odious." « Well, to pleafe you," faid th^'fe- 
cretary — " I won't be pleafed," replied the 
Sirian, << I want to be inftru&ed : begin there- 
fore, without-further preamble^ and tell me how 
many fenfes the people of this world enjoy.* — 

• Here our author is fuppofed to glance at the learned 
Maupertius, whom the kins ^^ PruiTia placed at tbe bead ofr- 
lUi academy in Berliiu 
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** We have fcvcnty and two/* feid the acade- 
mician, ** but, we are daiFy complaining of the 
fmall number ; as our imagination tranfcends 
our wants ; for, with thefe fcventy-two fenfes, 
our five moons and ring, we find ourfelves very 
much reilri£ted ; and notwithftanding our cu- 
riofity, and the no fmall number of thofe paf- 
fions that refult from thefe few fenfes, we have 
ftill time enough to be tired of idlenefs." " I 
fmcerely believe what you fay," cried Micro- 
niegas, *' for, though we Sirians have near a 
thoufand different fenfes, there ftill remains a 
certain vague delire, an unaccountable inquie- 
tude inceflantly advertifing us of our own unim- 
portance, and giving us to underfiand, that 
there are other facings who are much' our fupe- 
riors io point of perfection. I have travelled 
a little, and feen mortals- both above and below 
myfelf in the fcale of being : but, I have met f 
with none who had not more defire than neceffity, -r^ 
and more want than gratificatioa ; perhaps, I 
ihall one day arrive in fome country, where 
nought is wanting ; but, hitherto I have had no 
certain information of fuch an bapp/land." The 
Saturnian and his gueft exhaufted themfelves in 
conjedures upon this fubjefl, and after abun- 
dance of argumentation equally ingenious and 
uncertain, being fain to return to matter of fad, 
•♦ To what age do you commonly live ?" faid 
the Sirian. " Lack-a-day ! a meer trifle,** re- 
plied the little gentleman. *^ It iitbe very fame 
cafe with us,*' refumed the other, ** the fhort- 
nefs of life is our daily complaint; (o that this 
muft be an univerfal law in iiature.** ** Alas !'* 
cried the Saturnian, << few, very few on this 
^obe^ outh've five hundred gjreax tc9o\\i<wB^ ^ 
rttf font (tbtfe^ accofdmg to ov^i ^vj olt^^St^- 
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oningy amount toibout fifteen thoufand years.) 
So, you fee we in a manner begin to die tbc 
very moment we are born : our exiftence is no 
more than a point, our duration an inftant, and 
our globe an atom. Scarce do we begin to learn 
a litde, when death intervenes, before we can 
profit by experience : for my own part, I am 
deterred from laying fchemes, when I con&der 
myfelf as a fxngle drop in the midfl of an im- 
menfe ocean : I am particularly afhamed in your 
prefence, of the ridiculous figure I make among 
my fellow-creatures." 

Tb this declaration, Micromegas replied, 
^< If you were not a philofopher, I ihould be 
afraid of mortifying your pride, by telling yout 
that the term of our lives, is feven hundred 
times longer than the date of your exiftence : 
but, you are very fenfible, that when the tex- 
ture of the body is refolved,in order to reanimate - 
nature in another form,, which is the confe- 
quence of what we call death ; when that mo*, 
ment of change arrives, there is not the leaft 
difference betwixt having lived a whole eternity^ 
or a fmgleday. I have been in fome countries 
where the people live a thoufand times longer, 
than with us, and yet theymUrmured at toe. 
fhortnefs of their time : but, one will find every, 
where, fome few perfons of good fenfe, who 
know how to make the beft of their portion, 
and thank the author of nature for his bounty. 
There is a profufion of variety fcattered through 
the univerie, and yet there is an, admirable 
vein of uniformity that runs thro' the wbde : 
for example, all thinking beings are diffe- 
rent among themfelves, diough at bottom tbcjr 
refemble one another, in the powers and 
PbSom of the foul; mittec^ though JAteFr 
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minable, bath different properties in every 
iphere. How many principal attributes do you ^ 
reckon in the matter of this world ?" " If you 
mean thofe properties,^' faid the Saturnian, 
*^ without which we believe this our globe could 
not fubfift, we reckon in all three hundred, 
fuch as extent, impenetrability, motion, gravi- 
tation, divifibilrty, et caetera." — *' That fmali 
number," replied the traveller, ** probably an- 
fwers the views of the creator, on this your nar- 
row fphere. I adore his wifdom in all his 
works. I fee infinite variety, but every where 
proportion. Your globe is fmall ; fo are the 
inhabitants : you have few fenfations ; becaufe 
your matter is endued with few properties : thefe 
are the works of unerring providence. Of 
what colour does your Ton appear when accu- 
rately examined ?** ** Of a yellowifh white," 
anfwered the Saturnian ; ^' and in feparating 
one of his rays, we find it contains fcven co- 
lours." " Our fun,*' faid the Sirian, " is of a 
reddifh hue, and we have no lefs than thirty- 
nine original colours. Among all the funs I 
have feen, there is no fort of refemblance j and 
in this fphere of yours, there is not one face 
like another." 

^^ After divers queftions of this nature, he afk* 
ed how many fubftances eiTentially different, 
they counted in the world of Saturn? and un.- 
derftood that they numbered but thirty ; fuch as 
God, fpace, matter, beings endued with fenfe 
and extenfion, beings that have extenfion, fenfe, 
and reflexion, thinking beings who have no 
extenfion, thofe that are penetrable, thofe that 
are impenetrable, and the reft* But this Satur- 
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nian philofopher was prodigiouflv aftoriiflicd^ 
when the Sirian told him, they haa no left than 
three hundred, and that he himfelf had difco- 
vered three thoufand more in the courfe of bis 
travels. In ibort, after having communicated 
to each other what they knewj and even what 
they did not know, and argued during a com* 
plete revolution of the fun, they refolved to fet 
out together, on a fmall philofophical tour. 



CHAP. m. 

The Voyage of thofc Two Inhabitants of 
the other World. 

f\ U R two philofophers were juft ready to 
^^ embark for the atmofphere of Saturn, with 
a jolly provifion of mathematical inftruments, 
when the Saturnian's miftrefs, having got aa 
inkling of their defign, came all in tears, to 
make her remonftrances. She was a little hand- 
fome brunette, not above fix hundred and three- 
fcore fathom high ; but her agreeable attradions 
made amends for the fmallnefs of her ftature. 
** Ah ! cruel man," cried fhe, '* after a refift- 
ance of fifteen hundred years, when at length I 
furrendered, and fcarcehave pafled two hundred 
more in thy embrace, to leave me thus, before 
the honey moon is over, and go a rambling with 
a giant of another world ! go, go, thou art 4 
meer virtuofo devoid of tendernefs and love ! 
if thou wert a true Satumian, thou wouldft be 
faithful and invariable. Ah ! whither art thou 

gping I 
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going ? what is thy defign ? our five moons are 
not fo inconftant, nor our ring fo changeable 
as thee ! but take this along with you, hence- 
forth I ne'er fhall love another man.*' The 
little gentleman embraced and wept over her^ 
notwidiftanding his phiiofophy ; and the lady, 
after havmg fwooned with great decency, went 
to confole iierfelf with the converfation of a 
certain beau. 

' Mean while, our two virtuofi fet out, and at 
one jump leaped upon the ring, which they 
fonnq pretty fiat, according to the ingenious 
guefs of an illuftrious inhabitant of this our lit- 
tle earth : from thence they eafily flipped from 
moon to moon -, and a comet chancing to pafs, 
they fprung upon it with all their fervants and 
apparatus. Thus carried about one hundred 
and fifty millions of leagues, they met with the 
iatellites of Jupiter, and arrived upon the body 
of the planet itfelf, where they continued a 
whole year ; during whjcb, they learned fome 
very curious fecrets, which would actually be 
fent to the prefs, were it not for fear of th^ gen- 
tle(nen inquifitors, who have found among 
them fome corollaries very hard of digeftion* 
Neverthelefs, I have read the manufcript in the 

library of the illuftrious archbifhop of 

who has granted me permiffion to perufe his 
books, with that generofity and goodne(^, whicli 
can never be enough commended : wherefore, 
I promife he fhall have a long article in the 
next edition of Moreri, where liball not forget 
the young gentlemen his fons, who give us 
fuch pleaung hopes of feeing perpetuated the 
race of their illuftrious father. But to return 
to our travellers. When the^ Iqo^U^h^ Q?i \aL- 
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piter, they traverfed a ipace of about one hiui* 
dred millions of leagues, and coafting along the 
planet Mars, which is well known to be five 
times fmaller than our little earth, they defcrib- 
two moons fubfervient to that orb, which 
faaveefcaped the obfervation of all our aftrono- 
mors. I know father Caftel will write, and 
that pleafantly enough, againft the exiftehce of 
thefe two moons ; but I entirely refer myfelf to 
thofe who reafon by analogy : thofe worthy 
philofophers are very fenfible, that Mars, which 
is at fuch a diftance from the fun, muft be in 
a very uncomfortable-fituation, without the be- 
nefit of a couple of moons: be that as it may^ 
our gentlemen found the planet fo fmall, that 
they were afraid they fbould not find room to 
take a little repofe ; fo that they purfued their 
journey like two travellers who defpife the 
paultry accomnnodation of a village, - and puih 
forward to the next market town. But the Si- 
rian and his companion foon repented of their 
delicacy; for, they journeyed a long time, with* 
out finding a refling place, 'till at length, they 
difcerned a fmall fpeck, which was Earth. 
Coming from Jupiter, they could not but be 
moved with compaffion at (ight of this miferable 
fpot, upon which, however, they refolved to 
rand, left they fhould be a fecond time difap- 
ppinted. They accordingly moved towards the 
tail of the comet, where finding an Aurora Bo- 
realis ready to fet fail, they embarked, and ar* 
rived on the northern coaft of the Baltic, on 
the fifth day of July, new ftile^ in the year 
1737- 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
What befel them upon this our Globe. 



H 



AVING taken fome repofe, and being 
deiirous of reconnoitring the narrow field 
in which they were, they ^paverfed it at once 
from north to fouth ; every ftep of the Sirian 
and his attendants, meafuring about thirty 
thoufand royal fiet : whereas, the dwarf of 
Saturn, whofe ftature did not exceed a thou- 
fand fathoms, followed at a diftance quite out 
of breath ; becaufe, for every fingle ftrideof his 
companicfti, he was obliged to make twelve 
good fteps at leaft. The reader may figure to 
himfelf (if we are allowed to make fuch com- 
parifons) a very little rough fpaniel dodging 
after a captain of the PrufHan grenadiers. 

As thofe ftrangers walked at a good pace, 
they compared the globe in fix and thirty hours ; 
the fun it is true, or rather the earth, defcribes 
the fame fpace in the courfe of one day ; but, it 
muft be obferved, that it is much more eafy to 
turn upon an axis, than to walk a-foot. Behold 
them then returned to the fpoc from whence 
they had fet out, after having difcovered that 
almoft imperceptible fea, which is called the 
Medfterranean ; and the other narrow pond 
that furrounds this mole-hill, tinder the deno- 
minatio/i of the great ocean ^ in wading through 
which, the dwarf had never wet his mid-Ie2f> 
while the other fcarce moiftened his heel, la 
going and coming through both hemifpheres, 
they did all that lay in their power to difcover 
whether or not the globe was inhabited. They 
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{looped, they lay down, they groped in every 
corner ; but their eyes aqd bands were not at 
all proportioned to the fniall beings that crawl 
upon this earth; and, therefore, they could not 
find the fmalleft reafoh to fufpeft that wf and 
our fellow citizens of this globe had the ho* 
nour to exift, 

The dwarf, who fiMnetinies judged too ha- 
ftily, concluded at once, that there was no 
living creature upon earth; and' his chief reafoa 
was, that he had feen nobody; But, Micro* 
megas, in a polite manner, made him fenfible 
of the unjuft conclufion; " For,'* (aid he, 
** with vour diminutive eyes, you cannot fee 
pertain itars of the fiftieth magnitude, which I 
diftindly perceive; and do you take it for 
granted that no futh ftars exift ?" " But, I 
have groped with great care,'* replied the 
4Jwarf. " Then your fenfe of feeling muft be 
bad," refumed the other. ** But, this globe,*^ 
faid the dwarf, ** is ill contrived ; and lo irre- 
gular in its form, as to be quite ri(ticulous. The 
whole together looks like a chaos. Do but ob- 
serve thefe little rivulets; not one of them runs 
in a ftrait line: and thefe p6nds, which aie 
neither round, fquare nor oval, nor indeed of 
any regular figure ; together with thofc Httk 
fiiarp pebbles (meaning the mountains) that 
roughen the whole furface of the globe, and 
have tore ail the (kin from my feet. Befides, 
pray take notice of theihape of the whok,how 
it flattens at the poles, and turns round the fun 
in- ah aukward oblique manner, fo as that the 
polar circles cannot poffibly be cultivated. 
Truly, what makei me believe there is no in- 
habitant on this fphere, is a full perfuaiiipn^ 

tHat 
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Aat no fenfible being would live in fuch a dif- 
agreeable place." ** What then ?" faid Micro- 
megas', '* perhaps the beings that inhabit it 
come not under that denomination ; but, in all 
appearance, it was not made for nothing. Every, 
thing here feems to you irregular j becaufe, you / 
fetch all your comparifons from Jupiter or Sa- 
turn. Perhaps this is the very reafon for the 
feeming confufion which you condemn ; have 
not I told you that in the courfe of my travels, 
I have always met with variety ?" The Satur- 
nian replied to all thefe arguments, ^nd per- 
haps the difpute would have known no end, if 
Micromegas in the heat of the conteft had not 
luckily broke the ftring^of his diamond neck- 
lace ; fo that thcjewels fell to the ground, con- 
fiding of pretty imall unequal karats, the larg- 
cft of which weighed four huqdred pounds, 
and the fmallcft, fifty *. The dvvarf, iii helping 
to pick them up, perceived as they approached 
his eye, that every fingle diamond was cut in 
iuch a manner as to anfwer the purpofe of an 
excellent microfcope. He therefore took up a 
imall one, about one hundred and fixty feet in 
diameter, and applied it to his eye.; while Mi- 
cromegas chofe another of two thoufand five, 
hundred. Though they were of excellent pow- ^ 
ers, the obfervers could perceive nothing by 
their aififtance, fo that they were altered and 
adjufted: at length, the inhabitant of Saturn 
difcerned fomething almoft imperceptible, mov- 

* If the largeft weighed 400 poMnds, and one of tht 
fmalleft amounted to 160 feet in diameter, what muft imvm 
been the denfity of the matter YrhvcVi cotcv^^^^i. ^tSr -^Jas^ 
mood$f 
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log between two waves in the Baltic : this was 
no other than a whale, which, in a dextrous 
manner, he caught with hi^ little finger, and 
placing it on the nail of his thumb, mewed it 
to the Syrian, who laughed heartily at the ex- 
ceflive fmallnefs peculiar to the inhabitants of 
this our globe. The Saturnian, by this time 
convincgd that our world was inhabited, began 
to imagine we had no other animals than whales ^ 
and being a mighty arguer, he forthwith fet a- 
bout inveftigating the origin and motion of this 
fmall atom, curious to know whether or not it 
was furniftied with ideas, judgment, and free 
will. Micromegas.was very much perplexed up- 
on this fubjeft ; he examined the animal with 
the moft patient attention, and the refult of his 
inquiry was, that he could fee no reafon to 
believe a foul was lodged in fuch a body. The 
two travellers were aftually inclined to think 
there was no fuch thing as mind, in this our 
habitation, when by the help of their micro- 
fcope, they perceived fomething as large , as a 
whale, floating upon the furface of the Tea. It' 
is well known, that at this period, a flight of 
philofophers were upon their return from the 
polar circle, where they had been making ob- 
fervations, for which nobody has hitherto been 
the wifer*. The^ gazettes record, that their 

ypflel 

• Caffini, who had meafured a degree of the meridian 
in France, and publi(hed in 1 718 his book upon the iize> 
and figure of the earth, in which he concludes it is 
lengthened at the poles, in contradiflion to the theof7 of 
Newton and Huygens j the French king ordered a company 
of academicians to meafure a degree of the equator, and 
another to take the di mentions of a degree at the poUr 
circle, In order 10 d^iermine this difpute. Meflrs. Goden, 

^^u^er, 
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veflel ran aftiore on the coaft of Bofnia, and 
that they with great difficulty, faved their lives; 
but, in this world one can never dive to the 
bottom of things : for my own part, I will in- 
genuoufly recount the tranfadlion juft as 'it hap- 
pened, without any addition of my own ; and 
this is no fmall effort in a modern hiflorian. 



CHAP. V. 

Viflcromceras ftrctched out his hand gently 
'^^ towaras the place where the objed ap- 
peared, and advanced two fingers, which he 
inftamly pulled back, for fear of being difap* 
pointed, then opening foftly and (hutting them 
all at ortce, he very dextroully feized the fliip 
that contained thole gentlemen, and placed it 
on his nail, avoiding too much prefllire, which 
might have cruflied the whole in pieces. 
** This," faid the Saturnian dwarf, " is a crea- 
ture very different from the former:'* upon 
which, the Sirian placing the fuppofed animal 
in the hollow of his hand, the paiTengers and 

Bouguer, and dc la Condamine^ were fent to Peru | while 
Maupertuis, Clairaut, Camui, Monnier, and Onthier, fet 
out for Lapland. The obfervacions of both companies, 
reinforced by thofe of Don Jorge Juan, and Antonio 
d*Ullo«, two Spanifli philofophers employed by his catho- 
lic|( majefty, confirmed the theory of Sir Ifaac Newtoir, 
•that the earth was an oblate fpheroid, flattened at tlie 
poles. A curious account of the voyage to Lapland, and of 
the obfervations there made, is to be fcund in the works of 
Mauperttfff, puUkhed at Lyons in the year 1756. 
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crew, who believed themfelvcs thrown by i 
hurricane upon fome rock, began to put them- 
felves in motion. The failors having hoifted 
out fonie cafks of wine, jumped after them into 
the hand of Micromegas : the mathematicians 
having fecu'red their quadrants, fe£lors, and 
Lapland miftrtfles, went over board at a dif- 
ferent place, and made fuch a buftle in their 
defcent, that the Sirian, at length, ftjt his 
iingcrs tickled by fomething that feemed to 
jmove. An iron crow chanced to penetrate 
about a foot deep into his fore finger ; and from 
this prick he concluded, that fomething had 
ifllied from the little animal he held in his 
hand ; but at iirft he fufpe^led nothing more : 
for, the microfcope that (caice rendered a whale 
and a ihip vifible, had no eftedl upon an ohjeSt 
ih imperceptible as man.— I do not intend to 
fliock the vanity of any perfon whatever j but 
here I am obliged to beg your people of impor- 
tance, t(j conlidcr, that fuppofing the ftaturc 
of a man to be about five feet, we mortals make 
juft fuch a figure upon the earth, as an animal 
the fixty thoufandth part of a foot in height, 
would exhibit upon a bowl ten feet in circum- 
ference. When you reflcft upon a being 
who could hold this whole earth in the palm of 
his hand, and is endued with organs pro- 
portioned to thofe we poffefs, you will eafily 
conceive, that there muft be a great variety of 

created fubftances, and pray, what muft 

fuch beings think of thofe battles by which a 
conqueror gains a fmall village, to lo(e it again 
in the fequel ? I do not at all doubt, but if lome 
captain of grenadiers fliould chance to read 
this work, he would add two large feet at I.ail 

to 
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to the caps of liis compkny ^ but, I aflire hira 
his labour will be vain ; for, do what he will, 
he and his folJiers will never be other than in- 
finitely diminutive and inconfiderable. What 
wonderful addrefe nnift haVe been inherent in 
our Sirian philofopher, that enabled him to 
perceive thofc atoms, of which we have been 
fpcakine. When Leuwehhoek and Hartfoecker 
obferved the firfl: rudiments of which we are 
formed, ihey did not make fuch an aftonifliing 
difcovery. What pleafure, therefore, was the 
portion of Micromegas, in obferving the mo- . 
tion of ihofe little machines, in examining all 
ttieir pranks, and purfuing them in all their 
operations ! with what joy did he put his mi- 
^rofcope into his companioci^s hand j and with 
what tranfport did they both at oncc^ exclaim^ 
^' I kc them diflincUy,*— don't you perceive 
them carrying ,biirdens, lying down and riiing 
np again P'^ So faying, their bands ihook witb 
eagernefs to fee, and appreheniion to lofe fuch 
uncommon objects. — The Saturnian making 9 
fudden tr^nfition, from the moft cautious di*- 
ftruft, to the moft excefEve credulity, imagined 
he faw them in the very work of propagation^ 
and cried aloud, ^^ I have furprifed nature ip 
the very fad.'' Nexertheleis, be was deceived 
by appearances : a cafe too common, whether 
wc door do not make ufe of n^croicopes- 
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CHAP. VI. 
What happened in their intercourfe with Men. 

MICROMEGAS being a much better 
obferver than his dwarf, perceived dif- 
tindly that thofe atoms fpokes and made the 
remark to his companion, who was fo much 
afiiamed of being miftaken in the article of ge* 
neration, that he would not believe fuch a pu- 
jiy fpecies could pofSbly communicate their 
ideas t for, though he had the gift of tongues, 
as well as his companion, he could not hear 
thofe particles fpeak ; and therefore fuppofed 
they had no language : befides, how ihould fuch 
imperceptible beings have the organs 6f fpeech 1 
and what in the name of God can they fay to 
one another ? in order to fpeak, they muft have 
fomething like thought, and if they think, they 
muft furely have fomething equivalent to a foul : 
now, to attribute any thing like a foul to fuch 
an infedl fpecies, appears a meer abfurdity.^— • 
" But juft now," replied theSirian, '* you be- 
lieved they made love to each other ; and do 
you think this could bedone without thinkinrr, 
without ufing fome fort of language, or at leaft, 
fome way of making themfelves unJerftood ? or 
do you luppofe it is more difficult to advance an 
argument than to produce a child? for my own 
part, I look upon both thefe faculties as a-lilce 
myfterious." *' I will no longer venture to be- 
lieve or deny,'' anfwered the dwarf : *'infliort, 
1 have no opinion at all. Let us endeavour to 
examine thefe infects, and we will reafon upon 
them afterwards. — " *^ With all mv heart," 

l.id 
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^id Micromegas, who taking out a pair of fcif- 
fars, which he kept for paring his nails, cut ofF 
a paring from his thumb nail, of which he im- 
mediately formed a large kind of fpeakirrg 
trumpet, like a vaft tunnel, and clapped the ^ 
pipe to his ear • : as the circumference of this 
machine included the fhip and all the crew, 
the moft feeble voice was conveyed along the 
circular fibres of the nail ; fo that, thanks to 
his induftry, the philofopher could diftin£tly 
hear the buzzing of our infe£ts that were bc- 

- fow ; in a few hours he diftingui(bed articulate 
founds, and, at htt, plakily underflood the ' 
French language. The dwarf heard the fame> 
though with more difficulty. 
" The aftoni&ment of our travellers increafeJ 
every inftant. They heard a heft of mites talk 
in a pretty fenfible ftrain: and that LufusNa* 

. turae feemed to them inexplicable. You need 
not doubt but the Sirian and his- dwarf glowed 
with impatience to enter Into converfation with 
fuch atoms. Micromegas being afraid that his 
voice, like thunder, would deafen and confound^ 
the mites, without being underftood by them, 
faw the neceffity of diminifhing the found : 
each, therefore, put into his mouth^ a fort of fmall 
tooth-pick, the (lender end of which reached 
to the veffel. The Sirian fctting the dwarf up- 
on his knees, and the fhip and crew upon his 
nail, held down his head and (poke foftly. ■ 
In fine, having taken thefe and a great mai^y 

* How a man (hould make fuch a funnel of the paring 
ef his own nail, we cannot conceive. It would have tfn- 
iwered much better, had he ftuffed all the philofophers in 
hU ear together. 
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more precautions,' he addreiTed tumfelf to tbem 
ill thefe words : 

'* O yc invifible infeds, whom the hand of 
the Creator hath deigned to produce in the 
abyfs of infinite littlenefs, I give praife to his 
goodnefs, in that he hath been pleafed to dif- 
clofc unto me thofe. fecrets that feemed to be 
impenetrable ; perhaps the court of Sirius will 
not difdain to behold you with admiration :t for 
my own part, I defpife no creature, and there* 
fore offer you lA/ protection." 

If ever there was fuch a thing as aftonifh* 
ment, it feized upon the people who heard this, 
addrefs, and who could not conceive from 
whence it proceeded. The chafplain of the 
{hip repeated cxorcifras, the failora fwore, and 
the philofophcrs formed a fyflem : but, not- 
wiihltanding all their fyftems, they could not 
divine who the perfbn was that fpoke to them» 
Then the dwarf of Saturn, whofe voice was 
fofier than that of Micromegas, gave them 
briefly to underftand, what fpecies of beings 
tbcy had to do with. He related the particu- 
lars a{ their voyage from Saturn, made them 
acquainted with the rank and quality of mon- 
iSeur Micromegas ; and after having pitied their 
Jmallnefs, afkcd if they had always been in that 
miferable ftate, fo neara-ktn to annihilation ^ 
and whatuheir bufinefs was upon that globe 
which feemed to be the property of whales ; h& 
;iiro defired to know if they were happy in their 
Jituation, if they propagated their fpecies, if 
they were infpired with fouls ? and put a hun^ 
Ored queftions more of the like nature. 

A certain mathematician on boards more cou- 
rageous than tV\^ i^&> ?LU.^\Sawka4to hear his 
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ibul called in queflion, planted his quadrant, 
and having taken two obfervations of this in>- 
•terJocutor, ** You believe then, Mr.whattl'vcv 
-callutn," faid he, *' that becaufe you meauire 
•from head to fodt, a thoufand fathoms ''——h- 
«« A thoufand fathomfc ! " cried the dwitrfy " good 
heaven ! how fhouldheknowthe height of my 
ftature? a thoufand fathoms ! mj very dimen* 
fions to an hair* What, meafured by a mite ! 
-this atom, forfooth^ is a geometrician, and 
knows exa£tly bow taU I am : while I, who 
can fcarce perceive him through a microfcope^ 
am utterly ignorant of his extent!" **^Ye8, I 
" have taken your meaftire,** anfwcred the philo- 
fopher, ^^ and I will now do the 'fame by your 
tall companion/* The propofal was embraced ;. 
his excellency laid himfelf along r for, had he 
flood upright, his head would have reached too 
far above the clouds. Our mathematicians- 
pUnted a tall tree in a certain part of him,, 
which dodor Swift would have mentioned with- 
out hefitation, but which I forbear to call by 
it^s name, out of my inviolable refped for the 
ladies ; then, by a feries of triangles joined to- 
gether, they difcovered, that the object of their 
obfervation was a ftrappipg youth, exactly one 
hundred and twenty thoufand royal feet in 
length. 

In confequenc^ of this calculation. Micro- 
megas uttered thefe words : " I am now more 
than ever convinced,, that we ought to judge of 
nothing by its external magnitude. O God ! 
who haft beftowed underftanding upon fuchb 
feemingly contemptible fubftances, thou canft 
with equal eafe produce th2LtviKvcVi v% vcv^^\\rVs\ 
fmull, ai that whidi UAsyg^^i^Vi ^taxv -wAoS^ 
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k be poffible, that among thj works diere 2itt 
beings ftill more dimmutive than tbefe, they 
.may, nevertbelefs, be endowed with undciw 
fianding fuperiortothe intelligence of thofeftu- 
pendous animals I have feen in heaven* a finde 
foot of whom is larger than this whole gl^ 
on which I have alighted." One of the ^ilo- 
.fophers bid him be adTured, that there were in- 
telligent beings much fmaller. than man, and 
^recounted not only Virgil's whole fable of the 
bees, but aUb defcribed all that S wammerdam hath 
difcovered, and Reaumur difle£ted* In a word, 
he informed him, that there are animals which 
.bear the fame proportion to bees, which bees 
.bear toman ; the lame as the Sirian himfelf was 
to thofe vaft beings whom he had mentioned ^ 
' and as thofe huge animals were to other fub- 
. ftances, before whom they would appear like (o 
many particles of duft. Here the converfation 
became very interefting, and Micromegas pro- 
. ceeded in thefe words. 



CHAP. vri. 

A converfation that pafTed between our travel- 
lers and the men they had encountered. 

** /^ Ye intelligent atoms, in whom the Sn- 
V^ preme Being hath been pleaf'cd to nva- 
nifeft his omnifcience and power, wirhout all 
doubt your joys on this earth muft be pure and 
exq uifite : for be'in^ mumvcmti^^i^^ ^'v(S\ \wixx^^ ^ 
Siud^ to all appearaivce^\va\^^\^^v^^s.\x^^x^^^^^v 
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muft fpend your lives in the delights of love 
and reflexion, which are the true enjoyments of 
a perfect fpirit. True happinefs I have na 
where found ; but, certainly here it dwells." 
At this harangue, all the philofophers (hook 
their bead^, and one among the reft more can- 
did than his brethren, frankly owned, that, ex- 
cepting a veryfmall number pf inhabitants, who 
were very little efteemcd by their fellaws, all 
the reft were a parcel of knaves, fools, and mi- 
ferable wretches. *' We have flatter enough,'* 
faid he, << to do abundance of mifchief ; if mif«^ 
chief comes of matter, and too much under- 
ftahding ; if evil flows from underftanding : you 
^uft know, for example, that this very mo^ 
ment, whilel am (peaking, there are onehundred 
thoufand animals of our own fpecjes, covered 
with hats, flaying an equal number of fellow, 
creatures who wear turbans; at leaft, they are 
either flaying or flain : and this hath been near* 
ly the caie all over the earth, from time iqune* 
morial." The Sirian fhuddering at this infoF>» 
mation, begged to know the caufe of thofe hor- 
rible (Quarrels amons^ fuch a puny race ; and 
was given to und/rftand, that the fubjeft of the 
difpute wasibme pitiful mole-hill no bigger than 
bi$ heel : not that any one of thofe millions who 
cut oneanother*s throats, pretends to have the 
leaft claim to the fmalleft particle of that clod ; 
the queftion is to know, whether it fhall belong 
to a certain perfon, who is known by the name 
of Sultan, or to another whom (for what rea- 
fon I know not) they dignify with the appella-r 
tion of Cse(ar. Neither one nor t'other ha» 
ever feen, or ever will fee the pitiful corner im 
qucftiouj and fcarce one.oJt^QfeHKSX^^^^'^^ 
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fiicrifice one another, hath ever beheld the ant- 
mal on whofe account they are mutually facri- 
fiired! 

^< Ah mifcreants ! (cried the indignant Sirian) 
fiich exceis of defperate rage is beyond concep- 
tion. I have a good mind to take two or three 
fteps, and trample the whole neft of fach ridi- 
culous aflaffins under my feet.** ** Don't give 
yourfelf the trouble, (replied the philofbpher) 
they arc induftrtous enough in procuring their 
bvrn deftrudion ; at the end of ten ^ars the 
hlindredth part of thofe wretches will be no 
more : for, yon muft know, that though they 
fbouM not draw a fword in the caufe they have 
efpoufed, famine, fatigue, and intemperance 
Would fweep almofl all of them from the face 
of the earth. Befides, the puniflunent {bould 
not be indicted upon them, but upon thofe ft- 
dentary and flothful barbarians, who from their 
clofe-ftools, give orders for murthering a million 
of n>en, and then folemnly thank God for their 
fuccefs." 

Our traveller, moved with compaffion for the 
little human race, in which he difcovered fuch 
aftonifliing contrafts, '^ Since you are of the 
fmall number of the wife, (faid he) and in all 
likelihood, do not engage yourfelves in the 
trade of murder for hire; be fo good as to tell 
me what is your occupation ?" ** Wc anato- 
mize flics, (replied the philofophcr) we mea- 
fure lines, we make calculations, we agree upon 
two or three points which we underftand, and 
difpute upon two or three thoufand that are be- 
yond our comprehenfion." Then the ftrangers 
being feized with the whim of interrogating 
thofe thinking atoms, upon the fubjedls about 

whicli 
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which they were agreed, " How far, (faid the 
Sirian} do you reckon thediftance between the 
great ftar of the conftellation Gemini, and that 
called Cankulus?" To this queftion all of 
them anfwered with one voice, '* Thirty-two 
degrees and an half/* *' And what is the dif- 
tance from hence to the moon ?" ** Sixty femi* 
diameters of the earth." He then thought to 
puzzle them hy aiking the weight of the air ^ 
but they anfwered diftindly, that common air 
is about nine hundred ti nes fpecificaUv lighter 
than an equal column of the lighten water^ 
and nineteen hundred times lighter than current 
gold. The little dwarf of Saturn, aftoniihed 
at their anfwers, was now tempted to believe 
thofe very people forccrerS) wboni but a quarter 
of an hour hefofe, he would not allow to be 
iofpinsd with fouls. 

** Well, (faid Micromegas] fmce you know 
fi> well what is without you, doubtlefs you are 
ftill more perfe^ly acquainted with that which 
is within ; tell me what is the foul, and how 
your ideas are framed V* Here the phMofophers 
fpoke all together, as before ; but ^ch was of a 
different opinion : the eldeft quoted Ariftotle i 
another pronounced the name of Defcartes ; k 
third mentioned Mallebranche ; a fourth Leib- 
nitz ; and a fifth Locke : an old peripaticiaa 
lifting up his voice, exclaimed with an air of con- 
fidence, *' The foul is perfedion and reafon^ 
having power to be fuch as it is :" as Ariflotle 
exprefly declares, page 633, <rf the louvre 
edition. 

"I 
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** I am not very\^cll verfed in Greek," fafi 
the giant : ** Nor I neither," replied the phi- 
lofophical noitc. ** Why then do you quote 
that fame Ariftotle in Greek ?" refumed the 
Skian : " Becaufe, (anfwcred the other) it is 
but reafonablewe fliould quote what we do not 
comprehend, in a language we do not under- 
ftand.** 

Here the Cartefian interpofing, •< The foul 
(faid he) h a pure fpirit or intelligence, which 
hath received in the mother's womb all the me- 
taphyfical ideas ; but upon leaving that prifon^, 
is obliged to go to ichool, and leani a-new that 
knowledge which it hath loft, and will never 
more attain." '' So it was neceflary (replied 
the animal of eight leagues) that thy ioulfhould 
be learned in thy mother's womb, in order to 
be fo ignorant when thou haft got a beard upon 
thy chin : but, what doft thou underftand by 
fpirit ?'' " To what purpofe do you a(k me that 
queftlon? (faki the philofopher) I have no idea 
of it: indeed it is fuppofed to be immaterial.** 
*' At lead, thou knoweft what matter is ?" re- 
fumed the Sirian. *' Perfeftly well, (anfwered 
the other.) For example, thatftone is grey, is 
of a certain figure, has three dimenfions, fpe- 
cifick weight, and divifibility." " Right, (faid 
the giant) I want to know what that object is, 
which, according to thy oblcrvation, hath a 
grey colour, weight, and divifibility ? Thoxi 
feeft a few qualities, but doft thou know the 
nature of the thing itfelf?*' " Not I truly,'* 
anfwereJ the Cartefian. Upon which the other 
told him, he did not know what nature was. 
Then addrefiin^ \\\vi\^d^ vo ?jc\q»\V^ ^'^^'^^ ^'ho 
ftood upon hvs i\\uk\\>> Vv^ '^^^^ n^^^"^^ '^'^^^, 
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foul? and what are her fundions ? ^Kotfains 
at all, ( retried this difciple of Mallebranche) 
God hath made every thing for ray-eonve- 
nience; in him I fee every thing, by him I ad: 
he is the univerfa] agent, and I never meddle 
in his work." *' That is being a nonentity 
indeed :" faid the Sirian fage, who turning to 
a follower of Leibnitz, *' Hark ye, friend, 
what is thy opinion of the foul V* ^' In my opi- 
nion, (anfwered this metaphyfician) the foul is 
the hand that points at the hour, while my body 
does the office of a clock ; or, if you pleafe, 
tibe foul is the clock, and the body is the 
pointer ; or again, my foul is the mirrour of the 
univerfe, and my body the frame. All this is 
dear and uncontrovertible." 

A Uttle partizan of Locke, who chanced to 
be prefent, being asked his opinion on the fame 
fubjed, ** I do no^ know (faid he) by what 
power I think : but well I know, that i (hould 
never have thought without the affiftance of. 
my feafes : that there are immaterial and intel- 
ligent fubftances, I do not at all doubt ; but 
that it is iropoffible for God to communicate 
the faculty of thinking to matter, I doubt very 
much. I revere the eternal power, to which it 
would ill become me to prefcribe bounds: I 
affirm nothing, and am contented to believe^ 
that many more thmgs are poffible, than are 
ufually thought fo." TheSirian fmiled at this 
declaration, and did not look upon the author 
as the leaft fagacious of the company : and as 
for the dwarf of Saturn, he would have em- 
braced this adherent of Locke, had it not been 
for the extreme difproportion in their different 
fizes. But, unluckily, there vi2Ci ^wo"^^^ '^^^^ 
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malcuU in aTqtiare cap, who taking the word 
from all his philofophical brethren, affirmed, 
that he knew the whole fecret, which was con- 
tained in the abridgement of St. Thomas : he 
furve3red the two ceieftial ftrangers from top to 
toe, and maintained to their foces, that their 
peribns, their fafliions, their funs and their ftars, 
were created folely for the ufe of man. At this 
wild afiertion, our two travellers let themfelvcs 
tuntble topfy turvy, feized with a fit of that 
inextinguifhable laughter, which (according to 
Homer J is the portion of the immortal gods -, 
their bellies quivered ; their {houlders rofe and 
fell ; and during thefe convulfions, the vefTel 
fell from the Sirian's nail into the Saturn ian's 
. pocket, where thefe worthy people fearched 
for it a long time with great diligence. At 
length, having found the {hip, and fet every 
thing to rights again, the Sirian refumed the 
difcourfe with thofe diminutive mites, promifcd 
to compofe for them a choice book of philofo- 
phy, which would teach them abundance of ad-^ 
mirable fciences, and dcmonftrate the very ef- 
fence of things. Accordingly, before his de- 
parture, he made them a prcfcnt of the book, 
which was brought to the academy of fciences 
nt Paris ; but when the old fecretary came to 
open it, he faw nothing but blank paper, upon 
which " Ay, av, ffaid he) this 1$ juft what I 
fufpcded." 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN order to make a pleafing variety, 
the proprietors of this work propofe 
to give fometimes a volume of profe, and 
fome times a volume of dramatic or po- 
etical pieces; but they will be diflindly 
marked on the title page, that the work, 
when finifhed, may be bound up in two 
different fets; one of which may pro- 
perly be called his profe works, and the 
other his dramatic and poetical works; 
the laft of which will include his plays, 
his Henriade, and all his other poetical 
pieces.' 



